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Newsletter of the Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.

No. 204
September—November 2026

Website: www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekecp
Unless otherwise indicated, all articles and photos by editor Peter Watton. Please send contributions for the
summer edition to info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au by mid-November.

Welcome to your spring edition of Bandicoot Tails.

During spring our scheduled bushcare activities will continue
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Conservation Park. At the time of writing (late August) SCCP

has no reported incidents of Bird Flu. However, a Greater Crested Tern with the Bird Flu has ben
confirmed at Flagstaff Hill and another, too close really, at Mylor. The outbreak seems to be confined to
water birds (and one seal which has died); this means that with Adelaide’s largest freshwater reservaoir,
Mount Bold, immediately next to SCCP we are at risk.

You can keep up to date with latest developments through the website: Bird Flu SA, which shows where
events have been noted and disease confirmed. Note that, unlike the media news, this site reports the
number of events and not the number of individual birds that have been diagnosed with Bird Flu in SA.

The Bird Flu can be spread to mammals (like seals) and that means humans as well. If you have any kind
of immune compromise condition or respiratory medical condition you should already be avoiding visits
to known contaminated areas. Bird Flu may add severe complications to anyone who has existing flu
infections or may not be vaccinated for flu protection.

Continue to enjoy SCCP as a volunteer or walking visitor until any report of Bird Flu in the Park is
announced. Bird banding has been suspended until further notice because of contamination risks. Keep
alert for any birds or animals which may already be dead or showing signs of acute distress or twisted
shape due to breathing difficulties.


http://www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Scott-Creek-Conservation-Park-1820989551538033/
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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Birds may ‘flop” and appear to be unable to stand or balance. If you see any signs of this behaviour, please
AVOID touching or getting close, RECORD — write down what you are seeing and note the location, and
REPORT immediately to the Animal Emergency Disease Hotline 1800 675 888.

Jim Spiker
President Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.
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From your Committee:
The FoSCCP Management Committee met on Tuesday 17 June and again on Tuesday 18 August.

At the August meeting, Ranger Flynn provided an update of the work at Mackereth Cottage including new
fencing and planned gravel paths. We also discussed what other signs would be useful to put up in the
Park.

Good news from our Bushcare Coordinator that some new bushcarers have joined the team (they are
very welcomel!). In addition to bushcare activities in the Park, contractors have been busy removing
priority weeds (funded by generous donations from private donors and Green Adelaide). Our Bird
Banding Coordinator reported that bird banding this year has recorded the highest number of captures
for the last fifteen years in the Park. We discussed possible alternative methods for bird monitoring in
response to the H5 bird flu and the suspension of bird banding.

We also started to organise our Spring Walk in the Park for 27 September and the AGM on 17 November,
so look out for more information about these events.
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Mackereth Cottage update:

Last year we provided information about
the work that was undertaken to stabilise
the ruins of the historical, State Heritage
Registered Mackereth Cottage (1839),
found on Matthews Road in the middle of
Scott Creek CP.

Recently our NPWS rangers have erected
a small, agricultural fence along the
southern side of the cottage and adjacent
stone dairy ruin. The aim is for this to help
delineate a planned cottage garden with a
path made of natural materials in front of
the cottage. The garden will be planted
out with local native species, including
lilies, daisies, peas and grasses. Controlling i, _

the introduced pasture grasses and bulbs  \jackereth Cottage with the new fence and gate.
is the first step and will need repeated

treatment before any planting can go ahead.

Those who have been past the cottage recently may have also noticed that the historic pear tree growing
to the north has had one of its main stems collapse during August. We are hopeful that the remaining
stem is healthy and will continue to grow for a good few more years.

The tree, believed to be a pound pear, was thought to have been purchased from the Cape of Good Hope
on George Mackereth’s voyage to Adelaide, where he arrived in January 1838. Of course, the same sign in
front of the cottage that states this also says the pear tree was planted circa 1900 but, either way, it is an
old tree that has survived a lot, including getting partially burnt in the 2021 Cherry Gardens fire.




Right: Mackereth Cottage,
circa 1980-1990 (image
courtesy of John Coppi).

Above left: the historic pear tree in December 2020, just before
the Cherry Gardens fire.

Above right: the pear tree in October 2021, clearly showing the
left half of the tree had died as a result of the fire.

Left: the left side of the tree has now collapsed, we are seeking
advice on whether the break should be cleaned up to help
preserve the health of the remaining part of the tree.




Wildlife trail cameras in the park:

For the last few vyears, during summer, trail
cameras have been positioned next to the water
pools and ponds that have been located within the
creeks of SCCP. There are only a few of these pools
that have been found and they are restricted to a
handful of creeks, as by January most creeks have
dried up with the exception being Scott Creek and
Almanda Creek, which flow year round. The
intention is to observe and record what species of
fauna are visiting these rare water sources within
the Park. By far, the majority of visitors are birds.

From my point of view this is fantastic exercise in
improving my bird identification skills with a wide
selection of species featured in the SCCP bird list
making an appearance. Grey Fantails, Striated
Thornbills, Superb Fairy-wrens, New Holland and
Crescent Honeyeaters being the most common
species photographed.

Highlights include:

e Video of a White-faced Heron gorging itself
on frogs in a pond on Derwentia Creek

e Pictures of Lewin’s Rail over the last couple
of years

e Regular sightings of Collared Sparrowhawk

e Many instances of Elegant Parrot

e Southern Boobook at night

e Bassian Thrush within multiple creeks

e Five species within one picture, mostly
honeyeaters
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The non-avian fauna “captures” are not nearly as
numerous with Western Grey Kangaroos being the
most common. We have also spotted:
e Southern Brown Bandicoots
e Short-beaked Echidnas regularly
e Yellow-footed Antechinus
e Bush Rats
e possibly Rakali
e Common Brush-tailed Possums and Common
Ring-tailed Possums
e Pygmy Copperhead Snake (first record for
the park)
e Many Eastern Brown and Red-bellied Black
Snakes
e Numerous skink photos which are proving
difficult to identify

Feral animals photographed are Deer, Foxes, Cats
and Black Rats. Thankfully these are in the
minority.

We hope to continue with these exercises as you
never know what the cameras are going to see.
Personally, | would love to see a Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren, more birds of prey, the White Winged
Choughs drinking spot or anything not recorded
within SCCP.

Mark Fagan

{ 04/02/2024 1239AM



Bushcare activities:

We had a very wet winter in the park, and three of our regular scheduled bushcare activities needed to be
cancelled due to forecast rainfall. We are endeavouring to come up with a better system to ensure
activities that get cancelled are rescheduled as soon as possible, ideally within the following week. With
the many areas of the park that need follow-up of fire responsive weeds since the Cherry Gardens fire in
2021, we prefer not to miss any opportunities to get out in the park to continue our restoration efforts.

The table on the next page, summarising our bushcare activities in the park during winter, shows that we
had 20 activities, including both scheduled group bushcare sessions and additional work outside of these,
with 80 individual attendances and a total of 317.25 hours of bushcare work undertaken. This does not
include our Bush Gardening team’s efforts during winter.

Our bushcarers would still appreciate some extra help, so if you or a friend might be interested, you are
welcome to come along for a morning's visit. Feel free to email info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au to get
more details or to arrange a chat on the phone about it.

Almanda Bush Gardening:

The Almanda Bush Gardening team continues to regularly meet and work along the Almanda and Scott
Creek areas adjacent to Dorset Vale and Matthews Roads, encouraging the riparian vegetation to
regenerate as weeds are removed, and doing the occasional planting.

There are five regular members of this group, and they would welcome along anyone else who has three
or so hours they can contribute every now and then to this important work in quite an accessible part of
the park. In general they meet Tuesday mornings, but it is best to let them know if you plan to attend, in
case of cancellation. Contact us at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for more details.

Peter Watton
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Treating Montpellier Broom ad Erica along the northern side of Bushrat Creek in June.
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DATE
2/6/2026
14/6/2026
24/6/2026
26/6/2026
27/6/2026
7/7/2026
7/7/2026
12/7/2026
17/7/2026
19/7/2026
25/7/2026
30/7/2026
31/7/2026
1/8/2026
4/8/2026
4/8/2026
9/8/2026
13/8/2026
14/8/2026
19/8/2026
22/8/2026
22/8/2026
27/8/2026

20
activities

WB AREA
N/A
N/A
16
11, 13, 12
5
5
31,32
25
6
34
34
9,10, 11
19
5
4
3,4
N/A
19, 20
24,22, 34
27-30, 24
2,6
5

MAIN WEEDS
Cancelled due to wet weather
Cancelled due to wet weather
Montpellier Broom
Blackberry, Montpellier Broom
Montpellier Broom, Erica
Montpellier Broom, Erica
Bridal Creeper, Sweet Pittosporum
Montpellier Broom, Erica, Rose
Acacia longifolia, Boneseed
Herbaceous weeds, Periwinkle
Montpellier Broom
Blackberry, Montpellier Broom
Sollya, Acacia longifolia, Olive
Montpellier Broom
English Broom, Erica, Watsonia
Watsonia, Montpellier Broom
Cancelled due to wet weather
Montpellier Broom, Acacia longifolia
Montpellier Broom
Boneseed
Acacia longifolia, Montpellier Broom, Boneseed, Sollya
Bordered Watsonia, Bulbil Watsonia, Erica

Erica, English Broom, Boneseed

Treating Montpellier Broom and Erica on the north-eastern edge of Almanda Valley in July.
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VOLUNTEERS HOURS

80 individual
attendances

42.25
50
4.75
45

1.75
32.5
9.5
1.5
3.75
28
2.25

47.25
5.5
9.25

Total
317.25




Before and after photos of Montpellier Broom being removed from Scott Creek near the Matthews Road and Dorset Vale Road
corner in July.

Watsonia being dug out and its bulbs crushed at North An isolated large Boneseed about to get the chop.
Bushrat Creek.
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Searching for Acacia longifolia and Montpellier Broom near Yacca Track and the south bank of Blechnum Creek in August; Olive.
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Funding and Contractor report:

Funding update:

e Submitted proposal for additional funding from the Carthew Family Charity Trust—received $15,000
via Landcare Australia to assist with priority weed management in the park, in particular for post-fire
recovery work.

e Application for Green Adelaide Grassroots Grants Round 7 for $45,000 over three years, GRG R719 -
Resilient wetland habitats for threatened species in Scott Creek CP—still pending.

Below is a list of the main work that contractors have completed during winter:

e Funded by Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant 2024-25
= Gate 1 Kangaroo Gully—TFL Works followed up last year’s work on Erica and other priority weeds.
= Gate 1 Raptor Ridge—TFL Works treated Montpellier Broom, Sollya and Erica.
= Gate 1 Yacca Hill west—TFL Works treated Sollya.

This project is funded by Green Adelaide. G REEN Ab ELAID

e Funded by Carthew Foundation:
= Bushrat Creek—TFL Works treated Montpellier Broom along the
south side of the creek.

Carthew
Foundation
Peter Watton—Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting
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Bird Banding notes June—August 2026:

This year, 2026, with over 330 captures up until the
first weekend in August, has seen the highest
number of captures recorded for at least 15 years.
Can we begin to be optimistic that the Park has
recovered somewhat since the fire of January
2021? We are certainly starting to see an increase
in the number of honeyeaters and Fairy-wrens, but
Spinebills and Thornbills are also plentiful.

Recaptures are edging up again too - 27 of the 142
captures for this season have been recaptures,
representing 19% which is just above our long-
term average of 18%. There have been six birds
older than 5 years recaptured this quarter, and
none appeared to have been initially banded
before the fire.

The emergence of H5N1 bird flu in coastal South
Australia in particular is critical for our banding
project — as it is for the avian population more
generally within Australia. Bird banding has been
suspended until further notice. It falls into the
category of ‘non-essential’ activity in regard to
handling wild birds. The risk of cross contamination
is high. Scott Creek Conservation Park is right next
to the largest SA Water reservoir, Mount Bold
Reservoir, in South Australia. There is every
likelihood that infected water birds may make their
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The spectacular colours of the male Scarlet Robin (image
Greg).

way to Mount Bold, and it is a very short step ‘as the Raven flies’ to SCCP. We are meeting with DEW staff
to plan what our ‘bird-based’ activities will be in the immediate future.

Please keep in touch with us at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for proposed responses.

Jim Spiker
Bird Banding Coordinator

We had a few very cold starts to our bird banding mornings
during winter, we wait until the temperature gets a bit
warmer before opening up the nets (image Greg).

£3

Another drizzly and chilly morning at our Panhandle bird
banding site, with an umbrella keeping the paperwork dry.


mailto:president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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[The first figure is total captures, the second is the recaptures included: i.e. 30/2 = 30 captured including 2 recaptures]

Spotted Pardalote
(image above Jim,
right Greg).

White-throated Treecreeper.




Red-browed Finch. Female Scarlet Robin.

Male Eastern Spinebill. Yellow-faced Honeyeater.

Female Superb Fairy-wren. Recaptured male Superb Fairy-wren, aged 6+ years old at our
Bushrat Track site.
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Male Crescent Honeyeater.

White-naped Honeyeater. Male White-browed Scrubwren.

r
New Holland Honeyeater. Grey Fantail.




Brown Thornbill.

Striated Thornbill.

Silvereye.

Rainbow Lorikeet underside of wing.

Golden Whistler (image Greg).




Photo Gallery:

- -~
|
> e

Blue Squill (Chamaescilla corymbosa var. corymbosa).

Scented Sundew (Drosera whittakeri).

Early Nancy (Wurmbea dioica ssp. dioica). Veined Helmet-orchid (Corybas diemenicus).
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Climbing Sundew (Drosera macrantha ssp. planchonii). Dusty Miller (Spyridium parvifolium).

Shrub Spade Flower (Pigea floribunda—previously Sticky Sword-sedge (Lepidosperma viscidum).
Hybanthus floribunda).

3
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Spider-flower (Grevillea lavandulacea ssp. lavandulacea). Native Lilac (Hardenbergia violacea) growing in Golden
Wattle (Acacia pycnantha).
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Above: old dam in Fern

\ B
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A selection of mosses found in the park during winter.




Spider web.

Coral Fungus (Ramaria australis ). Spider web.
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Any queries on Friends activities, please contact the relevant person below, general queries to:
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Committee:
President: Jim Spiker email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Vice President: Peter Watton email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Treasurer: Andrew Biven email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Minute Secretary: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Correspondence Secretary: Greg McConnell email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Other roles and positions:

Membership Officer: Petra Hanke email via: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above)

Bushcare Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above)

Assistant Bushcare Coordinator: Glenn Giles

Bushcare — Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting: Peter Watton (contact details above)

Bush Gardening Almanda Creek: John Wamsley email: john@johnwamsley.com

Editor Bandicoot Tails & Facebook: Peter Watton (contact details above)

Website Coordinator: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Social & Events Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Sue Braddock-Smith

East areas West areas N i
1-Number 1block 21 - Scott Creek Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park
2 - Blechnum Creek 22 - Mineshaft

3 - Bronze Wing
4 - Viminaria
5 - Bushrat north

23 - Stockyard
24 - Echidna Trk
25 - Almanda

Working Bee Areas
© Copyright 2019 Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park

6 - Bushrat south

26 - Quarry Ridge east

7 - Helipad Hil 27 - Greenhood east decen.
8 - Kangaroo Gully 28 - Quarry Ridge west ¥ ‘i\n
9 - Fern Gully north 29 - Greenhood south =} & %
10 - Fern Gully east 30 - Greenhood north 'S ad o Q X Q-b
11 - Fern Gully south 31 - Panhandle east Y T, 05 J
12 - Neville Rd north 32 - Panhandle south & R o m——
13 - Fern Gully west 33 - Panhandle north <, f‘; i
14 - Mackereth Ck west 34 - Mackereth Cottage | = O "
15 - Mackereth Ck north % | ) o i
16 - Fox Bog o 2 = i
17 - Pennant Ridge S A ol i 7
18 - Mackereth Ck south S L 4 - R L] -
19 - Cave Creek =9 = semmnmm—— Gully —
20 - Blue Gum Flat e e——— N 223 1t 19
/ ‘\ \/z\/ ¢ Q\‘ E |
L 31 SF e R, 125 Qb0 N\e22)) <200 ‘
32 \ 20 4 —rick‘\q 16 \ \%o Kama‘&&;/
l N &S0 <
g 1308 527, o, sl ph R 25
¢ 3\% 7 e 26" st \Veotos o 6 5
/ (A1 Z‘GI, | r 34 """' 12 \Q/ Q
IR g%\ ¢ Jo0? ol21 " Gree, i PRXETZLe N pavan S g Cuoox Browp
% = \ g P S e Math® o a0t Ve csacilis Gy, ik 9
YR A S 2p \ v\\ S \
w \ \ ad cresh 2
2\ \(‘3% o« 8 A . of )’/ \»‘ Geacis Craok_ ac\&//“ 10
o g \ il o 3 bark { Sa® -y
/ X A 4 X ‘( & 13 ;_Strln L3S, S )
R >\ 29 ) el S~ 16, !
/ \ B = p—t?” N
Y X hrmmmp———N > 7 AL RN
l o In 2011 many gates -~ 2 ——
N were renumbered 5 “‘ Z \l
 — 1 i
e&“‘&‘;. E o~ /I
2 w— Sealed Road N WA \\l 2 o N e /
3|3 —— Unsealed Road i z2( " 0
4a — — Fire Access Track A o 1 20 19 11 R
s|s —-~— Park Boundary N °'Set 3 — _ca®
o 6[6|[19]|15 ~~® Creekline, Dam 13‘ ~ / T~ = < >
3 ; ; §‘.’ :; 245 Sue gutuNun Cartography:- Rick Williams TE DS M‘.‘O“ nt Bol
2 - 9|j22]19 Revision date:- 11th November, 2019 CD 12
o 9 (10|23 |20 0 N
2 24 | 21 Metres Metres
500 0 500 1000



mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:webmaster@friendsofscottcreek.org.au
mailto:secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:john@johnwamsley.com
mailto:webmaster@friendsofscottcreek.org.au

21

Spring Program of Activities September—November 2026

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park value your support and encourage you to visit any of our park
activities, including bushcare, bird banding and bush gardening, and to become a member.

Your enquiries are welcome at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Our Facebook page also has excellent photos of the park’s treasures and our activities.

e 1

I%E‘l;rgp\‘ Bushcare: three mornings a month (weather permitting) is an excellent way to learn more about the

= 3-'—:; whole park, appreciate its treasures, help it by removing weeds, enjoy friendly company and it is also
)i = good for your physical and mental wellbeing.

Get in touch if you would like to come on a visit to see what is involved.
All you need are some sturdy footwear and clothes (and hat) to suit the weather, plus some gardening gloves if you
have them, and BYO water and morning tea you can carry. Once the forecast is known, we let you know which park
gate we will meet at and drive in from, to get as near as possible to the work area.

We also have a small, more accessible area of the park cared for by our Bush Gardening team.

Bird Banding: bird banding has been suspended indefinitely due to the H5N1 bird flu. We are exploring

other scientifically valid activities aimed at supporting our knowledge of bird presence and behaviour in

the park. Contact the Bird Banding Coordinator at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for further
information or to receive emails about activities.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Local activities will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather warning is announced for
the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in conditions that may adversely affect the birds.
Check for adverse conditions on BOM & CFS websites below.

Month/Day Date Activity Location
SEPTEMBER 2026
Tuesday 1 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Sunday 13 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Saturday 26 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Sunday 27 ls-\TIr:Ir\‘lgel‘::;Lke Further details to be advised
Tl 59 Social Lunch Brass Monkeys Café—B!ackwoF)d at r.100n (252 Main Road,
All Welcome down the laneway, parking available in Drake’s car park)
OCTOBER 2026
Tuesday 6 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Sunday 11 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Tuesday 13 Committee Venue to be confirmed, 4.30pm
Meeting
Saturday 24 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
T )8 Social Lunch Joan's.Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave,
All Welcome opposite the oval)
NOVEMBER 2026
Tuesday 3 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Sunday 8 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate
Annu‘al gense 5.00 pm, Cherry Gardens CFS, 294 Cherry Gardens Road—
Tuesday 17 Meeting
All Welcome guest speaker to be announced
Ty 57 Social Lunch Sheqak Café—BeI:.:\ir at noon (cnr Sheoak and James Roads,
All Welcome parking on three sides)
Saturday 28 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate

BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale
CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans and ratings



mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/?lat=-35.1&lon=138.7&url=/sa/dorset-vale/&name=Dorset+Vale
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings.jsp
https://www.facebook.com/people/Friends-of-Scott-Creek-Conservation-Park-SA/100064921261350/

