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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsletter of the Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.  

 
No. 203 

June—August 2026 

Website: www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekcp 
Unless otherwise indicated, all articles and photos by editor Peter Watton. Please send contributions for the spring 

edition to info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au by mid-August. 

Welcome to your winter edition of Bandicoot Tails.  

During winter our scheduled bushcare activities will continue 
to start at 9.00am, meeting at the nearest gate for the 
location of the activity. An email will be sent to bushcarers 
advising the location in advance.  

To receive the emails, any members can contact the leader on 
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. 

The President’s words:  

In the big picture it’s the little things that count. 

I love the deeply disturbing humour of the ‘Hitch-hikers Guide 
to the Universe’ books by Douglas Adams. It was a ‘trilogy’ in 
four parts – and even a fifth part. Hidden in amongst the 
sense of ridiculous (like persuading the bull-dozer driver 
contracted to demolish a house for a freeway, to take a protest shift lying in front of the machine), 
there are profound snippets of reality, like: ‘the interconnectedness of everything’. 

Every time I enter SCCP I find myself testing my awareness for the little things. The kangaroos and birds 
are big and obvious. But it is not long before I’m looking under leaves for lerps and noticing where the 
Fantails are feeding in the aerial strata, 5 metres up in the tree canopies where the insects are. 

Plants and animals share a common fact of life. Without a regular supply of nourishment, they fail to 
thrive. Sometimes it is more important to notice what is not present; what is missing in the great 
interconnected whole that is before us. Right now, I am noticing that Superb Fairy-wrens are not as 
common in their usual places. But there is also something else not as obvious down there at ground 
level where they feed – insects. 

What else is noticeable? In many cases the first rush of the stringybark trees after the fire was to put 
out epicormic growth from the scorched trunks. Now more than five years later a lot of those shoots 
have simply died and fallen off. On the positive side, at Twisted Chimney Track in mid-May, there were 
eucalypt trees getting back into the cycle of blossoming and that has drawn the New Holland 
Honeyeaters back. 
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Taking notice of a lot of different things may appear to be a symptom of a mind that too easily wanders. 
The trick is to look around and be part of the experience that links it all together. Who would have 
thought that a Yellow-faced Honeyeater would be trying out a decent sized moth for a snack? And we 
came across this enormous earthworm at bird banding in May. 

Have fun, and make connections. 

Jim Spiker 

President Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.  
 ھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھ

From your Committee: 

The FoSCCP Management Committee meet on Tuesday 17 March 2026. We were delighted to be joined 
by our new ranger Flynn Balshaw for part of the meeting, in which we discussed the deer management 
week in the park during May (some of our committee and members had volunteered to help).  

The meeting provided overviews of our grants and funding expenditure, and our bushcare and bird 
banding activities, plus we settled on the 17 May as the date for the Autumn Walk. Finally we discussed 
DEW's new volunteering app Rosterfy that is gradually being rolled out across the friends groups.  

 ھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھ

Park maintenance: 

There have been some instances of people cutting 
chains to open park gates, presumably to gain 
vehicle access. In addition, firewood collection has 
been an issue recently, including from roadsides and 
in SA Water land adjacent to the park. If you see 
anyone acting suspiciously around the park, please 
don’t confront them, but see if you are able to 
discreetly take a photo from a distance of the car 
and number plate, and forward to our Liaison 
Ranger Flynn Balshaw on phone number 0448 730 
085 or email flynn.balshaw@sa.gov.au. 

The aerial control program for feral deer that 
included the park took place during the week of 
11th to 15th May. The program, the fifth in Mount Bold and fourth in Scott Creek CP, has now removed 
over 1,200 deer from the area. This year 133 were removed from the Mount Bold and Scott Creek CP 
area, with more from Onkaparinga Parks, which has been included in the program for the last two years. 
Once again, a number of our members assisted with patrols to keep the public out of the control area. 

Under the Landscape South Australia Act 2019, feral deer are declared animals that must be destroyed by 
landowners (Section 185 and Section 192).  

mailto:flynn.balshaw@sa.gov.au
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Autumn wander in the park: 

We were joined by a number of the park’s near neighbours and friends for our autumn wander through 
the park on a Sunday in May.  

We gathered at gate 3 and headed up Bandicoot Track to Currawong Ridge Track, then wandered along to 
join our Bird Banding team at the bottom of Twisted Chimney Track. We got there just in time to see a 
White-browed Scrubwren getting banded and measured, so those not familiar with this activity could see 
the process, and a bird in the hand up close and personal. We then enjoyed morning tea and a chat. 

Thanks to all for coming along. 



 4 

 

Bushcare activities: 

We enjoyed some very productive bushcare activities in the park during autumn. While a few of our 
regulars were away at the start of the season, most returned by the end and we had 10-11 attend a 
couple of those sessions. It was great to have some newer members join our small team of bushcarers, 
helping remove priority weed species that compete with the native vegetation of the park, and helping 
restore good quality habitat for our wildlife. 

The table on the next page, summarizing our bushcare activities in the park during autumn, shows that 
we had 21 activities, including both scheduled group bushcare sessions and additional work outside of 
these, with 85 individual attendances and a total of 314.5 hours of bushcare work undertaken. This does 
not include our Bush Gardening team’s efforts during autumn. 

Our bushcarers would still appreciate some extra help, so if you or a friend might be interested, you are 
welcome to come along for a morning's visit. Feel free to email info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au to get 
more details or to arrange a chat on the phone about it.  

Almanda Bush Gardening: 

The Almanda Bush Gardening team continues to regularly meet and work along the Almanda and Scott 
Creek areas adjacent to Dorset Vale and Matthews Roads, encouraging the riparian vegetation to 
regenerate as weeds are removed, and doing the occasional planting.  

There are five regular members of this group, and they would welcome along anyone else who has three 
or so hours they can contribute every now and then to this important work in quite an accessible part of 
the park. In general they meet Tuesday mornings, but it is best to let them know if you plan to attend, in 
case of cancellation. Contact us at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for more details.  

Peter Watton 

Clockwise from right: Greenhood north in March—Olive 
drilled and filled, Gorse cut and swabbed and removing a 
Rose below its crown.   
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DATE WB AREA MAIN WEEDS VOLUNTEERS HOURS 

3/3/2026 30 Boneseed, Montpellier Broom, Olive, Rose 7 25.5 

3/3/2026 30 Blackberry 2 6 

7/3/2026 5, 6, 34 Blackberry, Weeping Willow 1 4 

8/3/2026 26 Boneseed, Erica, Olive, Montpellier Broom 4 15 

8/3/2026 28, 30, 34 Blackberry, Rose, Erica 2 6.5 

25/3/2026 28 Boneseed, Erica 1 1 

28/3/2026 27, 28 Boneseed, Erica, Olive, Rose 5 20.75 

28/3/2026 16, 34 Blackberry 1 3.25 

2/4/2026 11 Boneseed, Erica, Blackberry 1 3 

7/4/2026 22, 24 Boneseed, Montpellier Broom, Erica 6 25.5 

7/4/2026 22, 24 Blackberry, Rose, Montpelier Broom 2 5 

12/4/2026 22, 24 Boneseed, Montpellier Broom, Erica 10 36.75 

12/4/2026 24 Blackberry, Montpellier Broom 2 5 

18/4/2026 24 Blackberry 1 5.75 

25/4/2026 9 Boneseed, Erica, Blackberry 11 47.25 

25/4/2026 9 Blackberry 1 2.75 

5/5/2026 34 Montpellier Broom, Boneseed, Gorse 8 32 

5/5/2026 34 Blackberry, Montpellier Broom, Gorse 2 3.5 

10/5/2026 32, 33 Montpellier Broom 7 28.25 

23/5/2026 22 Montpellier Broom, Boneseed 8 32.5 

23/5/2026 22, 24 Blackberry, Montpellier Broom 2 5.25 

21 activities   
85 individual 
attendances 

Total  
314.5 

We worked east of Quarry Ridge Track in March, including a gully that we hadn’t visited before, finding and treating a 
considerable amount of Erica and Boneseed but with plenty of Blackberry to come back to. 
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Scraping below the crown of a Rose along Eys Gully in April. On hands and knees hand weeding small Montpellier Broom 
seedlings along Eys Gully in April. 

A medium sized Boneseed on Mineshaft Hill in April. An isolated Erica being knocked out from Mineshaft Hill in 
April. 

A solitary large Sollya found along Eys Gully that was  cut and 
swabbed. 

More hand weeding Montpellier Broom seedlings along Eys 
Gully. 
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Removing an isolated Erica from Upper Fern Gully in April. Patrolling through dense native understorey towards the end 
of our session in Upper Fern Gully. 

The treepoppers were used to remove Montpellier Broom on 
Mineshaft Hill west in May. 

Montpellier Broom on Mineshaft Hill west, above Almanda 
Creek. 

A few Arum Lilies were cut and swabbed in the Panhandle in 
May. 

A good job well done—Montpellier Broom in the Panhandle 
on Mothers Day in May. 
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Yellow polygons show 

 areas covered last quarter 

Montpellier Broom in Scott Creek during May, including a before and after photo below. 
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Funding and Contractor report: 

Funding update: 
• Submitted final report for Friends of Parks and Nature (FoPN) 2024-25 grant for $15,000 for project 

“Creating post-fire resilience in Scott Creek Conservation Park: focus on difficult to access creeklines”. 

• Submitted progress report for our grant received under the Green Adelaide Grassroots Grants Round 5 
(Post-fire recovery of Scott Creek - creating long-term resilience). 

• Submitted Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant Round 7 application for $45,000 over three years for work 
in the Almanda Creek and Scott Creek catchments (Resilient wetland habitats for threatened species in 
Scott Creek CP). This application included an updated version of our native vegetation action plan to 
cover work undertaken as part of the project. 

Below is a list of the main work that contractors have completed during autumn: 
• Funded by Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant 2024-25 

 Gate 1, Kangaroo Gully—TFL Works treated Blackberry, Boneseed, Dog Rose, English Broom, Erica, 
Eucalyptus globulus, Melaleuca armilliaris and Rock Rose. 

This project is funded by Green Adelaide. 

 

Peter Watton—Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting 

Yellow polygons show 
 areas covered last quarter 
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Bird Banding notes March—May 2026: 

The fresh big news is the banding of the first 
Bassian Thrush in the Park since 2016. We were 
fortunate enough to see 3 Bassian Thrushes on 
Saturday 16/5 and another that was temporarily in 
a net on the following day. The damp leaf litter was 
ideal for the Thrushes foraging habits. The other 
positive observation was many eucalypt trees in 
blossom at Twisted Chimney site and the presence 
of many New Holland Honeyeaters. We banded 13 
at the site including two recently fledged birds.  

On the downside, only three Superb Fairy-wrens 
were banded after 22 recorded last season. I can 
still feel the entry point of Red Wattlebird claws on 
my thumb from their close encounter while 
removing two from the net at Twisted Chimney 
site. There were at least six Little Wattlebirds 
calling around the site too. A Brown Goshawk 
effectively spooked many small birds over that 
weekend with its clanging call. 

All the recaptures this season were first banded 
since the 2021 fire except for an 11+ Golden 
Whistler at the Gurr Road site.  

We continue to see an interest in becoming 
authorised banders with our Friends groups’ 
project. We welcome our two latest, Ori Packer and Carter Higgins to the team of regulars. 

Please check the program at the end of this newsletter for dates and times of future banding sessions. 
Visitors are welcome to ‘come and see’ banding without having to commit to an early start. If you would 
like to receive an email notice, get in touch with me at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au . 

Jim Spiker 
Bird Banding Coordinator 

Jim lining up some birds with his camera during a quiet 
moment at the Gurr Road site (image Greg). 

Above: immature Grey Fantail. 

A group of Dusky Woodswallows huddled together in 
Blechnum Creek in March (image Jim). 

Bassian Thrush banded at Twisted Chimney site in May 
(image Betty). 

mailto:president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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BIRD 
2 Mar 

Gurr Road 

14/15 Mar 
Mineshaft 

Track 

18/19 Apr 
Mackereth 

Cottage 

22 Apr  
Viminaria 

Creek 

15/16 May 
Twisted  
Chimney 

Total 

Australian Magpie     1     1/0 

Brown Thornbill 3/1     1 1/1 5/2 

Striated Thornbill       6   6/0 

Grey Fantail     2 1   3/0 

Scarlet Robin   2 1     3/0 

Golden Whistler 2/2 2/1 4/3   1 8/6 

Grey Shrike-thrush         1 1/0 

Crescent Honeyeater 1 1   2 1 5/0 

New Holland Honeyeater 1 1 8 1 13 24/0 

White-throated Treecreeper   1 2     3/0 

Red-browed Finch 3         3/0 

White-browed Scrubwren 4 2 3/2   5/2 14/4 

Eastern Spinebill       1 3 4/0 

Striated Pardalote   1       1/0 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater     2   1 3/0 

Red Wattlebird         2 2/0 

White-naped Honeyeater         2 2/0 

Superb Fairy-wren 1 1/1 1     3/1 

Bassian Thrush         1 1/0 

TOTAL 14/3 11/2 24/5 12/0 31/3 92/13 

[The first figure is total captures, the second is the recaptures included: i.e. 30/2 = 30 captured including 2 recaptures] 

Brown Thornbill at the Gurr Road site in 
March (images Greg). 

Ready... 

Set... Go! 
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New Holland Honeyeater (image Greg). White-browed Scrubwren (image Greg). 

Juvenile Red-browed Finch (image Greg). Red-browed Finch. 

Superb Fairy-wren (image Greg). Male Golden Whistler. 
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Female Scarlet Robin. Male Scarlet Robin. 

Male Superb Fairy-wren with a dash of breeding plumage 
showing. 

Male White-throated Treecreeper. 

Female Golden Whistler. Female Crescent Honeyeater. 
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A visit by rangers Brent and Nathan as Maree removes a bird 
from a net at Mineshaft Track site. 

Striated Pardalote. 

Male Eastern Spinebill (image Jim). A quiet drizzly morning in May at Upper Mackereth Creek. 

Red Wattlebird (image Jim). White-naped Honeyeaters (image Jim). 
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Photo Gallery: 

Hopper Ant. 

Sticky Daisy-bush (Olearia passerinoides ssp. glutescens) - a 
new record for the park spotted in April. 

Koala dozing as we worked below it. 

A native Sweet Bursaria growing on the lignotuber of an Erica 
- sorry but the Erica had to go. 

Native Millipede? 

Parson’s Bands (Eriochilus cucullatus). 
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A selection of fungi images from the park in autumn: 
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Any queries on Friends activities, please contact the relevant person below, general queries to:  
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Committee: 
President: Jim Spiker email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au    

Vice President: Peter Watton email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Treasurer: Andrew Biven email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Minute Secretary: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

General Committee Member: Greg McConnell email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Other roles and positions: 

Correspondence Secretary: Greg McConnell email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au   

Membership Officer: Petra Hanke email via: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above) 

Bushcare Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above) 

Assistant Bushcare Coordinator: Glenn Giles  

Bushcare — Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting: Peter Watton (contact details above) 

Bush Gardening Almanda Creek: John Wamsley email: john@johnwamsley.com 

Editor Bandicoot Tails & Facebook: Peter Watton (contact details above)     

Website Coordinator: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Social & Events Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Sue Braddock-Smith 

mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:webmaster@friendsofscottcreek.org.au
mailto:secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
mailto:john@johnwamsley.com
mailto:webmaster@friendsofscottcreek.org.au
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Winter Program of Activities June–August 2026 

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park value your support and encourage you to visit any of our park 
activities, including bushcare, bird banding and bush gardening, and to become a member. 

Your enquiries are welcome at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au   

Our Facebook page also has excellent photos of the park’s treasures and our activities. 

Bushcare: three mornings a month (weather permitting) is an excellent way to learn more about the 
whole park, appreciate its treasures, help it by removing weeds, enjoy friendly company and it is also 

good for your physical and mental wellbeing. 
Get in touch if you would like to come on a visit to see what is involved. 

All you need are some sturdy footwear and clothes (and hat) to suit the weather, plus some gardening gloves if you 
have them, and BYO water and morning tea you can carry. Once the forecast is known, we let you know which park 

gate we will meet at and drive in from, to get as near as possible to the work area. 

We also have a small, more accessible area of the park cared for by our Bush Gardening team. 

Bird Banding: Contact the Bird Banding Coordinator at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for 
further information or to receive emails about activities. 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Local activities will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather warning is announced for 
the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in conditions that may adversely affect the birds.  

Check for adverse conditions on BOM & CFS websites below. 
BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale 

CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings 

Month/Day Date Activity Location (refer to map on previous page) 

JUNE 2026       

Tuesday 2 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Tuesday 9 
Committee 
Meeting 

Anna’s place and on-line on Zoom, 4.30pm 

Friday, Saturday 12, 13 Bird Banding FB, Fox Bog, Gate 9, 7:30am - note different days 

Sunday 14 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Saturday, Sunday 20, 21 Bird Banding AB, Almanda Battery, Gate 15, 7:30am  

Saturday 27 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Tuesday 30 
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Sheoak Café—Belair at noon (cnr Sheoak and James Roads, 
parking on three sides)  

JULY 2026       

Saturday, Sunday 4, 5 Bird Banding PH, The Panhandle, Gate 20, 7:30am  

Tuesday 7 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Sunday  12 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Saturday, Sunday 18, 19 Bird Banding KG, Kangaroo Gully, Gate 3, 7:30am  

Saturday 25 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Wednesday 29 
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Brass Monkeys Café—Blackwood at noon (252 Main Road, 
down the laneway, parking available in Drakes car park)  

AUGUST 2026       

Saturday, Sunday 1, 2 Bird Banding TP, The Plantation, Gate 7, 7:30am  

Tuesday 4 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Sunday 9 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Saturday, Sunday 15, 16 Bird Banding XR, Crossroads, Gate 3, 7:30am  

Saturday 22 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 9:00am meet at gate 

Thursday 27 
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Joan’s Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave, 

opposite the oval)  

mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/?lat=-35.1&lon=138.7&url=/sa/dorset-vale/&name=Dorset+Vale
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings.jsp
https://www.facebook.com/people/Friends-of-Scott-Creek-Conservation-Park-SA/100064921261350/

