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Newsletter of the Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.

No. 201
December 2025—February 2026

Website: www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekecp
Unless otherwise indicated, all articles and photos by editor Peter Watton. Please send contributions for the
autumn edition to info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au by mid-February.

Welcome to your summer edition of Bandicoot Tails.

During summer our scheduled bushcare activities will start at
the earlier time of 8.30am, meeting at the nearest gate for the

location of the activity. An email will be sent to bushcarers | The President’s words 1
advising the location in advance. AGM 2
To receive the emails, any members can contact the leader on | Bushcare activities 4
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. Funding and Contractor report 9
The President’s words: Bird Banding report for AGM 10
Photo Gallery 16
President’s Report for our AGM Office bearers and other roles & 19
| can recall a story from early on in my ‘caring’ career. A | positions
woman was queried about walking the beach and finding | Park map 19
dying starfish on the sand. She was busy tossing them back | calendar of activities 20

into the sea. ‘What are you trying to do? There are too many
there for you to make any difference!’ Picking up one more and returning it to the water she said, ‘It
makes a difference to that one!’.

Sometimes it seems that Scott Creek Conservation Park and all that needs to be done is just too much
for our relatively small bunch of volunteers. This past year | have visited several parks, mostly looking
for photographic opportunities, and you can immediately see the difference that a group of dedicated
volunteers makes. Less weeds for one. Every tiny boneseed plant that is removed (even when you’re
supposed to be focussed on bird-banding) is one less source of invasive pressure on what really belongs.
So, thankyou to every member and active volunteer for the difference you make.

Through this year we have added a memorial seat for John Butler at a great viewing spot at the junction
of Currawong Ridge and Cup Gum Tracks. We've assisted again with monitoring gates during the
regional deer and goat control exercise. Anna organised a seamless edit to produce our ‘incorporated’
logo. The Bushcare working bees make an amazing difference considering an average group of about 10
volunteers with John Walmsley’s regular group adding around another 4 volunteers each time. The
Mackereth Cottage make-over was magnificent and iconic, despite the pitiful effort of graffiti vandals.
The Carthew family continue to humble us with their generous donations towards bushcare.


http://www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Scott-Creek-Conservation-Park-1820989551538033/
mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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While everyone pitches in, the value added by Peter Watton and Anna Dutkiewicz in obtaining significant
grant income towards our bushcare programs is magnificent.

Thanks to members of the Management Committee over the past year and a note of appreciation to
Andrew MclLaughlan for his work as Correspondence Secretary and guidance on our IT systems.
Jim Spiker
President Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park Inc.
4444 LL4444L L4444 LL 444444444444

Annual General Meeting:

Our AGM was held at the Cherry Gardens CFS Station on Tuesday 18th November, and included
acknowledgement for the group’s 35 years of supporting the restoration of the park. There were also a
number of other individual membership milestones recognised with certificates of appreciation, signed by
the Minister for Climate, Environment and Water, the Hon Lucy Hood.

During the meeting, Rick Williams was nominated for honorary life membership by Jenny Dawes, which
was carried unanimously. See Jenny’s nomination below:

The elections followed, with the members below making up your committee for the next year. In
accordance with our constitution, the committee will decide on office bearers at their next meeting.
Other roles outside the committee are listed at the end of this newsletter:

* Jim Spiker Jenny Dawes
\\J ) Peter Watton Anna Dutkiewicz

Andrew Biven Greg McConnell

Above: Brent presenting the group’s certificate
of appreciation for 35 years’ service. Above: Brent (Liaison Ranger) providing his report to the AGM.

Nomination for Honorary Life Membership for Rick Williams
| wish to move a motion that this meeting grant honorary life membership to Rick Williams.

For over 21 years since 2004 Rick has been an active member of our Bushcare team - while also
continuing his ongoing commitment to the Onkaparinga Friends.

However his cartographic skills have been his truly outstanding (and very willing) contribution to support
us in our care of the park.

Over those many years, he did multiple versions of the detailed contoured park maps which help us find
and record weed locations so we can later strategically remove them.

He did another map to show the numbered areas we had created to help plan these efforts.



Then the park’s gate numbers were changed! So he did another
version showing both numbers while we got used to then - and
later on another with just the new, current ones.

He willingly contributed his skills when a large amount of heavy
rubbish accumulated off Dorset Vale Road’s west hillside. It was
his specific bit of mapping that proved to Onkaparinga Council
that the rubbish collection was in fact their responsibility!

In very recent years he was given a handwritten coloured-pencil
‘mud map’ showing simple information for bemused park visitors
and asked to make it a presentable handout. Since then it has
been welcomed, including by a few uncertain visitors - and two
lots who were uncertain how to find their cars!

Rick also provided the map of locations in our bird banding
brochure.

Above: Rick Williams as Jenny nominated
him for honorary life membership of FoOSCCP

Then, wanting to be more specific in our future bushcare management, we gave him an even bigger
challenge: to do a park map in which about two dozen extra topographical features were given names
and then with all the park’s named topographical features given grid references. As always, he was again

thorough, thoughtful and helpful.

| commend Rick to you as worthy of honorary life membership.

Guest Speaker: Jim welcomed Dr Pam Catcheside who spoke on “The Fungi of Scott Creek”

=

Pam Catcheside is a well-known and highly &g . =
regarded fungi expert who has been working on A
fungi for 25 years all over South Australia, including
in Scott Creek CP. She has been working at the
State Herbarium sine 2009 and is also associated
with the College of Science and Engineering at
Flinders University.

At the beginning of her talk, Pam said she is
grateful for the support of the rangers for her work
and it was great to hear about all the work being
done in the Park.

Pam’s presentation was full of the most beautiful
and extraordinary fungi photos. She explained that
there is estimated to be more than 3.5 million

THE FUNGI OF
KANGAROO
ISLAND

medical uses.

Above: Pam’s presentation on the Fungi of Scott Creek.

species of fungi and they come in a huge variety, including truffles, ghost
fungi, jelly fungi, puffballs and more. She explained the important role of
fungi have in recycling and decomposing, soil health, symbiotic partners
with plants, food for native animals, habitat restoration and many

AND BEYOND Pam and her husband David (who has taken all the photos) recently had

and Beyond".

Anna Dutkiewicz

Pamela S. Catcheside

David E.A. Catcheside

a wonderful illustrated book published "The Fungi of Kangaroo Island -

Left: Pam and David’s book “The Fungi of Kangaroo Island—and beyond”.



Bushcare activities:

We have ended up having a reasonably wet spring, which has seen some nice displays of wildflowers
throughout the park. Unfortunately, it also affected a couple of our activities and resulted in our spring
walk being cancelled...such is life.

We have found that some of the areas visited in the last couple of years, where the numbers of priority
weeds was overwhelming and required multiple visits to deal with the mature plants, seem to be more
manageable on recent visits. We remain hopeful that this is due to a reduction in the soil seedbank and
last year’s extended dry period. Having said that, we got through the larger Montpellier Broom in
Blechnum Creek in October, but there were thousands of seedlings left, which will require follow-up next
year.

Our bushcarers would still appreciate some extra help, so if you or a friend might be interested, you are
welcome to come along for a morning's visit. Feel free to email info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au to get
more details or to arrange a chat on the phone about it.

Almanda Bush Gardening:

The Almanda Bush Gardening team continues to regularly meet and work along the Almanda and Scott
Creek areas adjacent to Dorset Vale and Matthews Roads, encouraging the riparian vegetation to
regenerate as weeds are removed, and doing the occasional planting.

There are five regular members of this group, and they would welcome along anyone else who has three
or so hours they can contribute every now and then to this important work in quite an accessible part of
the park. In general they meet Tuesday mornings, but it is best to let them know if you plan to attend, in
case of cancellation. Contact us at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for more details.

Scheduled bushcare activities during spring:

2nd September—6 volunteers treated many Montpellier and English Broom and a few weedy wattles
around old gate 10 in upper Mackereth Creek.

14th September—9 volunteers worked on woody weeds on the eastern side of Almanda Valley, treating a
patch of Gorse, scattered Montpellier Broom and lots of Erica, working up to and along the dense
weedfront in the creekline.

27th September—5 volunteers were joined by our Ranger Brent to do follow-up work on Montpellier
Broom in the Panhandle, also treating some Boneseed, Rose, Sollya, Watsonia and Hawthorn.

7th October—5 volunteers were joined by 11 NPWS staff to work on the western side of the large Erica
infestation in upper Almanda Valley. This was one of their regular field get-togethers as part of a
wellbeing program for the NPWS Management Team.

Below: Members of the NPWS Management Team helping us knock out Erica in upper Almanda Valley, and the team at the
end of the session...they will be more than welcome to come back and join us another time.
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Above left: Working on English Broom at the old gate 10 site
in September.
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Above left: Morning tea at the old gate 10 site. Above right: Large Erica at the weedfront in upper Almanda
Valley in September.

Above left: Working on Erica in upper Almanda Valley. Above right: There were quite a few small Dog Rose coming
up in the Panhandle in September.
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Abov left: ontpeIIier Broom in th Panhandle in October. Above right: More Monteller Boo in the Panhandle.
12th October—11 volunteers worked on Montpellier and English Broom, and treating some Blackberry,
Erica and weedy wattles.

25th October—6 volunteers patrolled through upper Mackereth Creek to follow-up previous work on
Erica baccans and look for other priority weeds.

4th November—5 volunteers headed to the old Western Helipad to follow-up previous work on Erica,
finding a scattering of them, though younger plants growing amongst Bracken Fern will require a return
visit in a year. We patrolled further west across Cascade Creek and treated more Erica and a few
Boneseed and small Olive. Afterward the main activity several of us went along Frith Road to an area
opposite gate 19 to find a patch of Diosma spreading from the roadside into the park and stayed to deal
with it a some Hawthorn.

9th November—=6 volunteers worked on Montpellier Broom in Blechnum Creek.

22nd November—5 volunteers braved forecast rain to work on Watsonia and Boneseed in the north-west
corner of Fern Creek.

Additional bushcare activities:

2nd September—after bushcare, Peter sprayed Bridal Creeper previously seen at a bushcare activity in
northern Blue Gum Flats.

6th September—Peter sprayed Cape Tulip in upper
Almanda Valley.

8th September—Peter sprayed more Cape Tulip in
upper Almanda Valley.

14th September—after bushcare, Peter and Glenn
sprayed more Cape Tulip in upper Almanda Valley.

Right: Mapping of the three visits to spray Cape Tulip in upper
Almanda Valley. The red track log was the first spraying done
on 6 September, then mustard done on 8 September, with a
different herbicide shown in orange, then the final spraying in
yellow and blue done on 14 September.

27th September—after bushcare, Peter and Glenn sprayed Bridal Creeper in the Panhandle.
7th October—after bushcare, Peter and Glenn sprayed more Bridal Creeper in the Panhandle.
12th October—after bushcare, Peter and Glenn returned to spray more Bridal Creeper in the Panhandle.

19th October—during bird banding, Mark looked for the Erica baccans patches in upper Mackereth Creek,
to help plan future bushcare activities on it; he found and removed some, but there’s more to follow-up.



Above left: Heading down to Bushrat Creek from Bronzewing Above right: Erica baccans weeded from upper Mackereth
Hill in October (image Betty). Creek in October.
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Above left: Large flowering English Broom treated in upper Above right: Tall Erica treated
Mackereth Creek in October. November.

Above left: The lignotuber of a large Erica knocked out in Above right: Hand weeding numerous Diosma seedlings

Cascade Creek. along the fenceline opposite gate 19 on Frith Road in
November.
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Creek in November.

Above left: Large Montpellier Broom treated in Blechnum

Above right: Several small patches of Watsonia were cut and
swabbed in Fern Creek in November.

23rd October—Peter returned to the area visited with contractors near Stockyard and Echidna Tracks to
spray Bridal Creeper.

7th November—Peter, Glenn and Mark went into the northern end of Number 1 block to work along the
northern creekline, treating many large English and Montpellier Broom, some Boneseed, Sollya,
Blackberry and South African Daisy.

9th November—Peter and Glenn sprayed Watsonia in upper Baumea Creek, from Frith Road opposite

gate 19.

24th November—Andrew and Mardi returned to Fern Creek to finish removing Boneseed.

Peter Watton
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Funding and Contractor report:

Funding update:

¢ Submitted application for a grant under the Friends of Parks and Nature Grants Program 2025-26, for
$15,000 to follow-up work on priority weeds across the fire-scar, concentrating on Blackberry and
other woody weeds in the creeklines again (Consolidating and expanding post-fire recovery of
threatened species and their habitats in Scott Creek CP ).

¢ Submitted progress report for our grant received under the Green Adelaide - Grassroots Grants Round
5 (Post-fire recovery of Scott Creek - creating long-term resilience).

No contractor works were undertaken during spring, but we have issued work orders for work on
Blackberry in Bushrat Creek and Mackereth Creek funded by the Friends of Parks and Nature 2024-25
grant, and Blackberry and Rose in Almanda Valley funded from our 2024-25 Carthew Family Charity Trust
donation. In addition, we had a site visit with
Jack from Green Adelaide and a contractor, to
plan more work around Mackereth Hill to be
funded from his threatened species budget.

Peter Watton—Grants & Funding, Contractor
Liaison & Reporting

Right: Site visit to Mackereth Hill, where
some large scattered Boneseed were found.
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Bird Banding report for AGM, December 2024 to November 2025:

What is it with birdos? They love to play with statistics (that S numbers to anyone not SO |ncI|ned) Good
that’s cleared up. The table on the next page P, P St TR v W
summarises what we have been doing in bird
banding over the last three years. First up, last year
was an unusually high capture rate and this year it
is a little below normal (427 back to 348) but still
more than the 247 in 2022.

We have had a birdo high in capturing 2 first-evers '1’
for SCCP this year — The very weird Varied Sittella
(look it up), and the tiniest bird available in
Australian bush, the Weebill. Both have been seen
in the Park often enough, but this was the first
bandings.

The noticeable difference this year is the Superb
Fairy-wrens, we caught only half of what was
banded/captured last year (51 vs 106); and the
Striated Thornbills down from 82 to 29. On the other hand, some honeyeaters are re-emerging in our
captures, and it seems there are more Golden Whistlers around.

Above: part of our Bird Bandlng team, at Mackereth Cottage
in November (image Greg).

The percentage of recaptures against total captures is back around the 18% total project average. Since
the 2021 fire, we are seeing considerably less ‘old’ birds. This year only one Striated Thornbill at 15+ years
and a White-browed Scrubwren at 12+ years and only four other birds at 5+ years.

Some days we have been doing a lot of sitting around talking, like 16/11/25 when we captured no birds at
all. Fortunately, it was in a beautiful spot at Derwentia Valley. Coming up we will be doing a re-design of
the banding project as we have to apply for a further 5 years with the Australian Bird and Bat Banding
Scheme. We will also be producing an in-depth report on banding for the last 10 years as a study of five
years before and five years after the 2021 fire.

My thanks to the very willing and capable team who makes it happen twice a month over the various
sites. There is much scientific value in such a longitudinal study; our project with over 13,000 records is
easily one of the longest running in South Australia. We will be contributing to the ‘Re-bird the Ranges’
meeting in early December this year and our data is well thought of.

Our project has again received the required licence approvals and renewal of the project with the
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS).

Jim Spiker Below left and right: Weebill at the Panhandle and Varied
Bird Banding Coordinator Sittella at the Almanda Battery site (images Betty) - first time
banded in the park.
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Bird All Captures Recaptures
2023 2024 2025 2023 2024 2025
Australian Magpie 1
Australian Reed-warbler 1
Brown Thornbill 17 28 20 4 6
Brown-headed Honeyeater 1 2
Brush Bronzewing 1
Buff-rumped Thornbill 4 13 5 5 1
Collared Sparrowhawk 1
Common Blackbird 1 1
Crescent Honeyeater 22 9 16 2 2
Crested Shrike-tit 2
Eastern Spinebill 15 10 2
European Goldfinch 1 1
Golden Whistler 9 15 24 1 3 4
Grey Currawong 1
Grey Fantail 5 21 6
Grey Shrike-thrush 4 3
Laughing Kookaburra 1
New Holland Honeyeater 63 9 42 4 2 2
Painted Button-quail 1
Rainbow Lorikeet 2
Red Wattlebird 2
Red-browed Finch 9 53 8 1 7
Scarlet Robin 4 15 18 2 2
Silvereye 39 26 38 3 1 3
Spotted Pardalote 2
Striated Pardalote 1 3
Striated Thornbill 43 82 29 8 28 9
Superb Fairy-wren 85 106 51 23 38 20
Varied Sittella 1
Weebill 1
White-browed Scrubwren 21 26 39 5 6 12
White-naped Honeyeater 7 7
White-throated Treecreeper 3 4
White-winged Chough 1
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 19 9 17
TOTAL (Species) (26) 381 | (20) 427 | (27) 348 (10)45 | (10) 96 (10) 62

2025 first time banded in the park
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parrowhawk banded at the old gate 10 site on Mount Bold Ridge Track—the long thin middle toe seen below is a
feature that helps differentiate this species from the similar Brown Goshawk.




Above left: White-throated Treecreeper (image Jim).

(image Greg).

Above left: Female Scarlet Robin. Above right: Male Scarlet Robin.
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Above left: Eastern Spinebill (image Greg). Above right: White-naped Honeyeater.
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Above left: Female White-browed Scrubwren. Above right: Grey Fantail.
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Above left: Striated Thornbill. Above right: Striated Pardalote.

.
Above left: Brown Thornbill. Above right: Silvereye (image Greg).
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Photo Gallery:

Above: Square-tailed Kite spent some time flying around low over the canopy at bird banding at the Twisted Chimney site
(image Steve).

Above left: Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo (image Greg). Above right: White-throated Treecreeper.
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Above left: Small fly on Native Buttercup (Ranunculus Above right: Thynnid Flower Wasp.
lappaceus).

Above left: Early Nancy (Wurmbea dioica ssp. dioica). Above right: Insect on Slender Sun-orchid (Thelymitra
bracteata).
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Above left: King Spider-orchid (Caladenia tentaculata). Above right: Inch Ant.

Above left: Small moth and pair of Spiders on the flower of a Above right: Downy Mintbush (Prostanthera behriana).
weedy Rock Rose (Cistus inflatus).




Any queries on Friends activities, please contact the relevant person below, general queries to:
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Committee:
President: Jim Spiker email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Vice President: Peter Watton email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Treasurer: Andrew Biven email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Minute Secretary: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

General Committee Member: Greg McConnell

Other roles and positions:

Correspondence Secretary: email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekep.org.au position vacant

Membership Officer: Petra Hanke email via: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above)

Bushcare Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above)

Assistant Bushcare Coordinator: Glenn Giles

Bushcare — Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting: Peter Watton (contact details above)

Bush Gardening Almanda Creek: John Wamsley email: john@johnwamsley.com

Editor Bandicoot Tails & Facebook: Peter Watton (contact details above)

Website Coordinator: Anna Dutkiewicz email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Social & Events Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Sue Braddock-Smith
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Summer Program of Activities December 2025—-February 2026

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park value your support and encourage you to visit any of our park
activities, including bushcare, bird banding and bush gardening, and to become a member.
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Your enquiries are welcome at info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au

Our Facebook page also has excellent photos of the park’s treasures and our activities.

Bushcare: three mornings a month (weather permitting) is an excellent way to learn more about the
whole park, appreciate its treasures, help it by removing weeds, enjoy friendly company and it is also

good for your physical and mental wellbeing.

Get in touch if you would like to come on a visit to see what is involved.

All you need are some sturdy footwear and clothes (and hat) to suit the weather, plus some gardening gloves if you
have them, and BYO water and morning tea you can carry. Once the forecast is known, we let you know which park
gate we will meet at and drive in from, to get as near as possible to the work area.

We also have a small, more accessible area of the park cared for by our Bush Gardening team.
Bird Banding: Contact the Bird Banding Coordinator at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au for

further information or to receive emails about activities.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Local activities will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather warning is announced for
the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in conditions that may adversely affect the birds.
Check for adverse conditions on BOM & CFS websites below.
BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale
CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans and ratings

Month/Day Date Activity Location
DECEMBER 2025
Tuesday 2 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Friday, Saturday 5,6 Bird Banding AT Almanda Track, Gate 18, 7:00am—note different days
Sunday 14 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised
Friday 19 EOY Event Be.lair Hotel.for drinks/meal 6:00pm
Brief Committee meeting
Sty 57 Bushcare For those Wa.nt'ing to work oﬁ‘s.ome of their Christmas treats
Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate

JANUARY 2026
Saturday, Sunday 3,4 Bird Banding PH The Panhandle, Gate 20, 7:00am
Tuesday 6 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Sunday 11 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Friday, Saturday 16, 17 | Bird Banding XR Crossroads, Gate 3, 7:00am—note different days
Saturday 24 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Wiy 58 Social Lunch Joan’s.Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave,

All Welcome opposite the oval)
Saturday 31 Bird Banding KG Kangaroo Gully, Gate 3, 7:00am
FEBRUARY 2026
Sunday 1 Bird Banding KG Kangaroo Gully, Gate 3, 7:00am
Tuesday 3 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Sunday 8 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
Saturday, Sunday 14, 15 | Bird Banding TP The Plantation, Gate 7, 7:00am

Social Lunch Sheoak Café—Belair at noon (cnr Sheoak and James Roads,
Thursday 26 . .

All Welcome parking on three sides)
Saturday 28 Bushcare Area and main focus to be advised, 8:30am meet at gate
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