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Newsletter of the Friends of Scott Creek  
Conservation Park  
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December 2022—February 2023 

Website: www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekcp 

Welcome to your summer edition of Bandicoot Tails.  

During summer, our scheduled bushcare activities commence 
at the earlier time of 8.30am, but we will be meeting at the 
nearest gate for location of the activity. An email will be sent 
to bushcarers advising the location in advance. If any new 
members are interested in joining us, contact the leader on 
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au to receive the emails. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all articles and photos by Peter 
Watton. Please send any contributions for the autumn edition 
to info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au by mid-February. 

The President’s words:  

This is the President’s Report for the Friends of Scott Creek 
Conservation Park AGM, 15th November 2022. 

The best thing about this past year is the same as it has been 
for the last 30 plus years – the volunteer work of the Friends 
of Scott Creek Conservation Park kept going!  Congratulations 
to the teams of workers who have maintained the momentum 
despite all the complications due to the fire of January 2021. It 
has been encouraging to have many people support and join 
our Friends group and become willing workers.  

In no particular order, the following people have made a difference to our Park: 

 Peter Watton  
 For the production and editing of Bandicoot Tails, a fine example of a community, volunteer-based 

newsletter as you can get. 
 For a herculean effort in identifying grant sources, application-writing, supervision of contractor 

work and follow-up acquittals. 
 For arranging ‘Zoom’ facilities for our meetings when Covid made getting together face-to-face 

unsafe for many of us. 
 For liaison with many organisations, especially National Parks staff, to pursue the interest of 

Conservation generally and SCCP specifically. 
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 John Wamsley 
 For leading a dedicated team of Bushcarers along the lower reaches of Scott Creek and Almanda 

Creek in the Park. 
 For the scholarly occasional papers which clearly demonstrate the critical state of our environment 

and climate. 
 For the identification of rare and endangered plant species. 
 And congratulations again for the Medal of the Order of Australia (Jan 2022) and the Australian 

Geographic award recognising a lifetime of innovative conservation work. 

 Anna Dutkiewicz 
 For a fantastic new look to our website. This involved many hours of research, meetings, liaison with 

the designer and consulting members to work through all our individual quirks and preferences. 

 Bushcarers 
 These people are the ‘beating heart’ that generates the energy that gets things done in the Park. 

Every individual effort makes a difference in preserving the environment of SCCP. 

 Our good neighbours and members, Jess and Graeme Jones, joint Citizen(s) of the Year of the Adelaide 
Hills Council recognising their significant contribution after the January 2021 fire. 

 Bandi Bunch, SOWFI, NaturePlay SA, for their continuing commitment to the habitat and nurture of 
SCCP. 

While we are not free from the threat of Covid-19, we have been gradually able to reduce some of the 
precautions, while still being aware that a number of our volunteers have been affected within their 
families. We welcome back those people who have recovered and returned to volunteer work. And we 
are grateful to those who respected the conditions and restrictions while keeping up their involvement. 
For now, we are free of any official Covid-safe regulations beyond personal responsibility. 

The end of March this year marked the re-opening of the East. The fences were up, gates replaced, and 
the Park became secure again. We are still working on the signage which is a bit like the proverbial 
committee design of a camel, but progress is being made. A new feature will be the public display of 
recommended walking trails through some of the best parts of the terrain. 

Don Reid. It was a sad day when Don notified us that he would have to reduce his on-ground involvement 
in the Park with our Friends group. His steady decline and then passing on 26 August made a great impact 
on us. We will be publishing a tribute to Don in the next (this) issue of Bandicoot Tails so that our many 
friends can read of his long contribution to FoSCCP. Our deep sympathy has been expressed to Donna, 
Kerrie, and Mark. It was a real privilege to represent our Friends at the Memorial gathering on 22 
October. 

Finally, thanks to the ‘office-bearers’ for their extra work over the last year. Every one of us would rather 
be doing something useful in the Park, but it’s good to know that the organisational aspects are being 
covered as well. 

Jim Spiker 
President Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park.  

 ھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھھ

Elections: At our AGM, elections were held for positions on your group’s committee. The following 
nominations were received and all voted in unopposed:  
 President       Jim Spiker  
 Vice President      Peter Watton  
 Correspondence Secretary    Diana Wright  
 Treasurer       Andrew Biven  
 Minute Secretary     Anna Dutkiewicz 
 Administration Assistant    Jenny Dawes  
 Membership Officer     Lorraine Billett  



 

 

Following the AGM proceedings, we were treated with the first private screening of “A Home Among The 
Trees”, an evocative short documentary created through 2021, directed by Theo Wald. Following the film, 
Theo told us a little about himself and how he came to create the film, from hurdles he faced trying to get 
access to burnt areas for filming, to a fortunate encounter with Jenny Dawes in Stirling and subsequently 
coming out to meet with the Friends in some of our early post-fire activities in the park.  

This was followed by a general discussion about how we were all feeling a year and a half or so after the 
fire. A common theme was the perception from outsiders that, as nature goes about its healing, that 
everything was okay and back to “normal”. This couldn’t really be much further from the truth, as we all 
continue to contend with our individual circumstances, whether it be still dealing with the deep 
emotional impact of the fire itself, burnt homes, sheds and other lost possessions, helping restore 
bushland with weeding and revegetation, at home and in the park, chasing and managing funding, 
including insurance payouts and grants...in reality a lot of it comes down to fatigue, mental and physical. 

We wrapped up the evening with more chatting over a lovely 
supper. 

Below: Theo talks about his film at the AGM. 



 

 

Tribute to Don Reid: 

As you travel in the Mount Lofty Ranges – hopefully to Scott Creek 
Conservation Park, can you estimate how many birds you actually 
saw as you drove along? There were almost certainly Magpies, 
Currawongs, Red Wattlebirds, and an array of little brown birds 
(some of which were probably bright blue or the most brilliant 
golden-yellow) that mostly escaped your notice. 

Don could have told you how many species he saw, and how many 
of each one. I remember one of my first trips with Don and Donna. 
The first item was to set the trip meter in the car. And then as we 
progressed, the call came to his amanuensis (a title of honour given 
to Donna), “2.4 kilometres, two Magpies, one Grey Shrike-thrush 
and three Superb Fairy-wrens.” I think it was due to this practice 
that Don invented a three-letter code for all common birds. SFW for 
Superb Fairy-wren, RBF for Red-browed Finch (happily the ‘finch’ 
started with ‘F’ as it followed on from its previous name of ‘Firetail’ 
– which Don still preferred to use. Some birds were considered 
worthy of 4 letters -especially the BFCS (Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike). 

In his study at the end of the veranda (which I think Max Fatchen 
would have called Don’s ‘Heritage-listed veranda’.), there were 
hundreds of notebooks filled with six or more decades of faithfully 
kept observations of birds encountered while going through all 
kinds of other activities. 

I am glad that Don was not asked to join the investigation into the 
expansion of Mount Bold Reservoir more than 40 years ago. As an 
astute geologist he would have advised the SA Government team at 
the time that the site in question could not hold water because the 

natural geological strata was too porous. This lack of advice left the Government with unsuitable land for 
water catchment - but wonderful for a Conservation Park. And Don and Donna moved in across the road. 

Don’s love of birds and the environment was a true inspiration. His knowledge was deep and extensive – 
especially across Western Australia and South Australia, including many truly remote regions. He brought 
to our group a boundless energy and unique ability to spot birds and recognise them by their calls alone. 

Don’s interests ranged widely over conservation and community activity. His skill as a geologist was much 
appreciated by the museum team that worked on the Ediacaran fossil bed. His generous spirit was very 
much appreciated by the Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park. He waded into the email age with 
great skill as he presented the copious correspondence that accumulated for each meeting of the Friends 
when he was Secretary for more than 20 years. For a small group, being secretary was a huge task – so 
much so that we had to split it three ways when he at last decided to hand it over to others. 

Don had a passion – entirely negative, about plants that did not belong in the Park. Boneseed and Broom 
suffered an untimely ‘demise’ if he encountered them. But his pet peeve was Monadenia (a South African 
ground orchid). These pesky plants set seed resembling fine dust and threatened to spread widely 
throughout the park. No bird-banding outing was complete for Don if there was even one plant 
remaining. Thousands were collected and taken to the tip for special disposal. 

And so, perhaps the activity that made Don a legend at FoSCCP. He began bird-banding in the Park years 
before it became an official Friends activity. He meticulously kept data on spreadsheets of banding from 
1993 onwards and was still working on the records when he became very ill earlier this year. While this 
data is already reported under the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, we are now working on other 
ways to use his monumental work, to produce interpretive information that may guide ongoing 



 

 

conservation of birds and their habitat for the next generations. 

Don as project leader trained many people in the art of handling wild native birds – extricating them from 
nets with expert skill, weighing, banding, and measuring - and then releasing to be hopefully recaptured 
years later in excellent health. One of his favourites was a Striated Thornbill he dubbed ‘Methuselah’ 
captured inside Gate 7 at least 6 times over 14 years. All birds handled gave him a buzz of excitement, but 
he was at his happiest when standing for a portrait with a Bassian Thrush that he had successfully herded 
into a net. We loved handling the birds, but equally we loved sitting around waiting for the next lot to get 
caught: with Don in his geriatric camping chair as I thought ‘how far back can it go before it collapses 
underneath him, and pouring thick black coffee into his thermos cap. That thermos held amazing amount, 
it never seemed to run dry. The stories and tallish-tales rivalled the bush poetry he so often entertained 
the group with at our end-of-year do’s. Some of his fondest memories were of nets so full of finches all 
they could do was ‘ring and fling’. 

After the January 2021 fire, we were followed and filmed by a team led by Theo recording our banding 
and capturing the thoughts Don had to share. In the film there is a moment that beautifully captures his 
great passion and tender care for birds. A Scarlet Robin was showing signs of stress after all the 
measurement had been done. The Robin was very lethargic, and the volunteer did not know what to do 
and handed it to Don. The bird had a short interview with Don who asked it, ‘what’s the matter with you 
little one?’ He gently held it up and with the softest push he launched into the air to fly away. 

Our hearts broke for Don and Donna when their home was destroyed by the fire which burnt most of 
SCCP and surrounds in January 2021. Their loss was immense as years of personal records of observations 
were burnt along with an extensive library of professional journals and reference books. So many unique 
works of art created by Donna were also central to the devastation as they too were burnt in the fire. 

Ever the pragmatic optimist, Don declared that the fire had somewhat brought forward their plans to 
relocate into a more manageable residential arrangement. He continued to join with us at bird banding 
despite this loss and the ‘nuisance’ of a crook knee. 

Don made an outstanding contribution to the park's care and our Friends group. He will be much missed 
and warmly remembered by us (along with so many others). Our thoughts/best wishes extend to all these 
but most of all to his family who so generously shared Don with us. 

Images cross my mind that Don may be somewhere with spiral-bound notebook or perhaps a recorder in 
hand as he is continuing on keeping records of who knows what kind of feathered species in his further 
adventures. 

Jim Spiker 

Above left: Don with a vociferous Laughing Kookaburra in 2011. Above right: Don being interviewed for Theo’s film in 2021. 



 

 

John Wamsley OAM: 

Australian Geographic Society Gala Awards 2022: Lifetime of Conservation Medallion 

On Friday 28th October, the Australian Geographic Society held its Gala Awards night in Sydney. Our very 
own Dr John Wamsley OAM received their highest award for his work saving biodiversity. Whilst 
humbling and appreciated, in an email to our group, John questioned anyone receiving such an award 
given that the data clearly shows that Australia’s effort, over the last 30 years and into the future, has 
been and will continue to be an abject failure. 

John shared his acceptance speech from the Awards night: 

"Firstly. Let me thank Australian Geographic for tonight’s award. I find it very humbling. 

That which I have been able to achieve, I could only achieve with the help of many friends. I thank them. 

I am a mathematician. I see things differently to most. 

If one goes to the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ website, you can see data setting out Australia’s growth 
in human activity. It shows that human activity has grown at 3.4% per annum for the last 60 years. 

If one goes to the Australian Department of Environment’s website, you can see that the loss of Australian 
biodiversity has increased at 3.4% per annum for the last 35 years. 

This tells us two things: 

One – biodiversity loss is caused by human activity. Not human activity by a few, but 25 million of us each 
causing a little loss each, rather than a few of us causing a lot. 

We may like to blame land clearers, farmers and miners, but in fact, it is just you and I, going about our 
normal business of living. 

The second thing it tells us is that everything we have done, in Australia, to halt our terrible loss of 
biodiversity has failed. 

As volunteers do more – our government does less. 

The world knows the answer – even Australia has agreed to give nature some space. 

Thirty percent of land is to be protected from human activity by 2030. 

So! What can possibly go wrong? 

The problem lies in the definition of protects. 

In Mathematics, when something is defined, the first thing to ensure is that it is ‘well defined’. 

What do we mean by protected? 

Think about that. 

Last year our threatened species list grew by 3.4%. 

This year our threatened species list grew by 3.4% 

Next year our threatened species list will grow by 3.4%. 

3.4% per annum is a doubling every twenty years. 

Today, 20% of our species are threatened with extinction. 

In 20 years, 40% of our species will be threatened with extinction. 

In 40 years, 80% of our species will be threatened with extinction. 

In 50 years, 100%. 

Thank you." 



 

 

The following is taken from the Australian Geographic Society website:  
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/news/2022/10/australian-geographic-society-gala-awards-
2022-lifetime-of-conservation-john-wamsley-oam  
By AG Staff • October 28, 2022 

Utter the name John Wamsley 
these days and you’ll barely raise 
an eyebrow. Mention instead the 
man in the cat-hat and the penny 
invariably drops. 

John’s infamous fashion 
statement was made at the 1991 
South Australian Tourism awards, 
where he wore the pelt of a feral 
cat on his head. His native animal 
sanctuary, Warrawong Wildlife 
Sanctuary, was up for an award, 
and John and his wife, Proo 
Geddes, saw a golden opportunity 
to make a powerful statement 
about one of the chief causes of 
biodiversity loss in Australia – 
feral invasive species. 

John has never shied away from 
any fight where the welfare of 
Australia’s native floral or faunal 
species is at stake. Now in his mid-80s, he can still be found on most days on his hands and knees pulling 
weeds out of a small nature reserve near his home in the Adelaide Hills, not far from the site of his 
beloved Warrawong. He no longer owns the legendary wildlife park, but his legacy is writ large in the 
history of Australian conservation even if most people today don’t immediately recognise the name. 
Many of his ground-breaking ideas and innovations form part of many widely accepted conservation 
practices today and have been implemented by leading organisations such as Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy nationally and Arid Recovery in South Australia, among others. 

John found solace in nature from an early age. The bush surrounding his rural home at Niagara Park on 
the central coast of New South Wales provided an escape from the noisy household he shared with his 
parents and six sisters. He showed an early gift for mathematics, excelled in it at school, gained a maths 
degree at the University of Newcastle and subsequently earned his PhD. He was also a natural 
businessman with strong commercial instincts and boasted an impressive property portfolio by his early 
20s. In 1969, at the age of 30, he moved his young family to Adelaide to take up a teaching role at Flinders 
University. South Australia was the only state where it wasn’t illegal to keep native animals and he 
harboured an ambition to create a wildlife sanctuary. He bought a 14ha former dairy farm in the Adelaide 
Hills and named it Warrawong. 

Little was known about Australia’s native flora and fauna in those days and conservation was in its 
infancy, but John revegetated the degraded property with native plants and watched the birdlife flourish. 
This critical relationship between vegetation and native wildlife wasn’t yet fully understood, but  John’s 
life of activism began when he started advocating for the restoration of local native vegetation to help 
repair biodiversity, not just at Warrawong but also further afield. John’s campaign to remove introduced 
radiata pine trees led to conflicts with his neighbours and run-ins with the authorities. He was arrested 
and locked up for “damage to a tree in an avenue worth more than $2”, after being caught in the act of 
felling a pine tree outside his own property. 

Above: Dr John Wamsley with a tool he uses to remove weeds at his large bush 

block at his home in Adelaide Hills. Image credit: Randy Larcombe 



 

 

John realised that if he were to stock Warrawong 
with native mammals he would need to fence 
out the foxes, cats and rabbits that would prey 
on them and their food sources. In 1981 he built 
his first exclusion fence, and after some trial and 
error, the animals within the sanctuary thrived.  

He hadn’t conceived of Warrawong as a public 
attraction, but John and Proo started to take 
visitors on guided night walks to introduce them 
to the mostly nocturnal residents such as 
potoroos, bettongs, bandicoots, possums and 
quolls. Before long Warrawong became a 
popular tourist attraction. 

John found himself at odds with various 
authorities over aspects of his wildlife 
management practices. Traditional zoos kept 
species caged and separated to avoid 
interbreeding, but John’s animals mixed freely 
and bred successfully. He was outspoken about 
the shortcomings of official attempts at 
conservation and the failure of the national parks 
system to proactively restore native habitat and 
properly manage invasive vegetation. 

Left and below: Dr John Wamsley, at his home in  

Adelaide Hills, wearing the cat skin hat he famously wore to the SA Tourism awards. Image credit: Randy Larcombe 



 

 

Warrawong’s most notable success was the successful breeding of the platypus, a creature extinct in SA 
since the 1970s and one that had proved notoriously hard to breed in captivity. John’s methods were 
always a potent reflection of his keen intellect, business nous and those firsthand observations of animal 
behaviour over long periods of time. He was no qualified biologist but his private conservation initiatives 
often succeeded where public efforts failed and he became a divisive and outspoken figure. 

“The critical relationship between vegetation and native wildlife wasn’t yet fully understood.” 

He went on to establish the 5000ha Yookamurra Sanctuary in the Murray Mallee to continue his mission 
at scale (see Fenced in and free, AG 51). He saw that large-scale fenced enclosures could work to secure 
at-risk populations of native creatures, and was the first to attempt to put a dollar value on nature itself. 
He established a private company called Earth Sanctuaries Pty Ltd to attract investors and raise capital to 
fund large scale conservation at Yookamurra. 

Before native species could be introduced there, ferals had to be removed. Rabbits and foxes were 
successfully eradicated, but it was unlawful to kill any cat in SA and without the ability to cull feral cats, 
Yookamurra couldn’t succeed. It was to focus attention on this legal obstacle that John wore the pelt to 
the 1991 tourism awards. “Proo said to me, ‘You’re going to wear that hat tonight, and you’re going to 
change the law on cats’,” says John. “We in fact won the award and it hit the front page of 
the Advertiser and gradually spread around the world. There was a meeting of environment ministers 
taking place that week in Adelaide and within a fortnight they’d changed the law,” he says. 

In 2000 John’s attempt to float his Earth Sanctuaries company failed and he and Proo sold Warrawong 
Sanctuary. John’s efforts and achievements faded from view. His ideas were ahead of their time and his 
combative spirit often put him offside with more conservative authorities who failed to recognise the 
urgency of biodiversity decline in Australia. The Australian Geographic Society is awarding John the 
Lifetime of Conservation medallion for his outstanding contribution to conservation in Australia. 

Above: John Wamsley in his sustainable garden at his home in Adelaide Hills Image credit: Randy Larcombe  



 

 

Nature Play SA Event: 

On a mild Sunday morning in September, Nature Play SA ran another series of walks in the park, to 
explore the unique world of nature. Once again there was a good turnout for the two family walks, 
starting with a Welcome to Country by Uncle Tamaroo. Jason Tyndall led the walks and subsequent 
discussion about many fascinating plants and animals in the park, and their relationships with each other. 
This event was a collaboration between Nature Play SA, Green Adelaide, National Parks and Wildlife 
South Australia, and Friends of Parks. Jenny and Peter represented FoSCCP at the event. 

Above left: Uncle Tamaroo‘s Welcome to Country. Above right: Jason talking about the wildlife in the park. 

Above left: Uncle Tamaroo leads the group up Almanda 
Track. 

Above right: Jason tells us the poo story, with the gum tree, 

the mistletoe, the mistletoebird, the ant and the butterfly. 

Above left: Jason shows the group a patch of orchids. Above right: A Koala is spotted in a tree on the way back. 



 

 

Rebekha takes a ride on the Bandicoot Superhighway: 

From an article for the Hills Courier 

MP Rebekha Sharkie met on 1 July 2022 with members of the Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group and 
the Nature Conservation Society of SA to receive a briefing on progress with the Bandicoot Superhighway 
Project. Ms Sharkie played a key advocacy role over several years to secure funding for the project from 
the Federal Government’s Environment Restoration Fund.  

The Bandicoot Superhighway Project promotes the recovery of the nationally endangered Southern 
Brown Bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus obesulus) through community education, improving knowledge of 
bandicoot distribution and habitat needs, reducing threats to isolated and vulnerable subpopulations, and 
preserving, restoring and revegetating habitat. The ultimate goal is to ensure an ecologically functional 
‘superhighway’ of habitat throughout the Mount Lofty Ranges that will also conserve biodiversity across 
the landscape. It is a community-led recovery approach that is supported and guided by a steering group 
with representatives of all project partners.  

The Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group (SURLG) is a group of volunteers who carry out landcare work in 
the area a broadly defined by the catchment of the upper reaches of the Sturt River. To find out how you 
can get involved in landcare in this area, and for further information about the Bandicoot Superhighway, 
head to www.surlg.org.au or find SURLG on Facebook.  

Members of the Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group, the Nature Conservation Society of SA and local 
landholder representatives meet with local Federal MP for Mayo Rebekha Sharkie to provide an update 
on the Bandicoot Superhighway Project. They are seen here describing properties involved in the 
important habitat corridor between Mark Oliphant Conservation Park and Belair National Park. Pictured (L
-R): Laura Yates (SURLG), John Halsey (SURLG), Hon Rebekha Sharkie MP and Bandicoot Superhighway 
Project Manager Bec Duffield (NCSSA) at the Upper Sturt Soldiers Memorial Hall.  

 



 

 

Bandicoot Superhighway Project Manager Bec Duffied (NCSSA, at left) shows local Federal MP for Mayo 
Rebekha Sharkie (at right) some new promotional material prepared for landholder participants in the 
Bandicoot Superhighway Project, during a visit to one of the properties which is helping create the habitat 
superhighway.  

Local Federal MP for Mayo Rebekha Sharkie took time out for a briefing on the Bandicoot Superhighway 
Project and a visit to one of the properties involved in creating the bandicoot habitat corridor. During the 
visit, Ms Sharkie presented several participant landholders with new signage produced to promote the 
project and encourage further community involvement. Pictured (L-R): David Kilmartin, Hon Rebekha 
Sharkie MP (presenting), John Halsey, Gemma Opie and Laura Yates. 



 

 

Bandicoot Superhighway—get involved: 

The Nature Conservation Society of SA is working on the Bandicoot Superhighway Project with landholders, other community 
groups, and several organisations including the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board. The project aims to enhance and connect 
southern brown bandicoot habitat across the Mt Lofty Ranges, to reduce the risk of extinction. We place enormous value on 
the local knowledge held by dedicated and hardworking community groups. 

We have recently launched a website (www.bsh.org.au) to collect community sightings of bandicoots and we would greatly 
appreciate you sharing this platform with your network - for example with the members of your bushcare, landcare and friends 
of groups.  

Some notes on the platform 

 Photos help us to validate your sightings but are not essential. 

 Sightings can be from years ago and the precise location and date of the sighting can be estimated. 

 The website is designed to be quick and easy to use with no login or sign up required. 

 This platform is not intended to replace other platforms such as iNaturalist, if you already use iNaturalist then please con-
tinue to do so. 

Your contributions will help us to update the distribution of bandicoots across the region and effectively manage the species’ 
recovery. 

If there is anything else you would like to know please feel free to reach out to me, or anyone else on our team.  

Thank you for helping to care for our beautiful landscapes. 

Regards, 
Rhys Morgan 
Biodiversity Project Coordinator 
Nature Conservation Society of South Australia (NCSSA)  
www.ncssa.asn.au   

 

http://www.ncssa.asn.au/
http://www.ncssa.asn.au/


 

 

Jason Tyndall  

After a somewhat wet and cold spring, we all wait in anticipation of what summer will bring. Already the spring 
wildflowers and plants such as wattles have begun to seed ready for the hot sun to help with seed dispersal. The 
Shinglebacks are now settling in and emerging earlier in the day – whilst the male Common Brown butterflies have 
begun emerging and gliding across the grassy fields.  

After the fires – the park continues to heal and with every season there is further renewal as it seeks to find 
balance. But the scars will remain as a sign of resilience, healing, and hope.  

For now, let summer remind us how beautiful nature is - for each season of life holds something new, different, and 
offers an opportunity to reset and look towards a new year with optimism and renewed hope.  

Here are some life forms that you may encounter during summer: 

 

Summer. 

Christmas Beetle (Anoplognathus montanus)) 

A beautifully coloured large beetle that remains a white grub underground. 
The beetles emerge around late November then through early summer. 
They are a good food source for possums, bats, owls, and birds. As an adult 
and grub they are not often associate with large scale damage of trees. 
They are very safe to handle especially for young budding naturalists!   

  

River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 

A giant of the park especially near watercourses. Red gums begin flowering 
in spring and go through early summer providing much needed sustenance 
for many birds, mammals and invertebrate fauna. They are a kingdom of 
life as their bark provides habitat for geckos, spiders, and other inverte-
brates. Their leaves are food for caterpillars and Christmas Beetles whilst 
their roots ideal for beetle and moth grubs.  

Red-eyed Cicada (Psaltoda moerens) 

For many, cicadas are the sound of summer. Their song fills the canopies 
even on the hottest of days. Some years it can be deafening as thousands 
occur across the park – but some years they may rarely be heard. Cicadas 
spend most their lives underground as a young wingless insect (nymph) 
emerging as an adult in summer for a few short weeks. They are mostly 
seen in and around eucalyptus trees.  

Mistletoe Day Moth (Comocrus behri  on Amyema miquelii) 
As adult the Mistletoe Day Moth is one of the few moths that take flight 
during the day. Whilst they take flight in spring, their spectacular caterpil-
lars can be seen on mistletoe throughout summer. They join the cohort of 
other caterpillars that feed exclusively on mistletoe. Many believe the 
mistletoe to be an introduced pest but it is one extremely valuable to many 
species not only as a host plant, but as nesting, protection and a bountiful 
source of nectar in summer.  



 

 

 

Below: Bushrat Creek in October. 

If a tree could speak 
(a poem written beneath an old Red Gum) 
  
Jason Tyndall (from Where Birds Sing and Wildflowers Dance) 
  

‘hello dear friend’ 

I said softly 

as I sat beneath 

the canopy of 

a familiar 

and gentle beast. 

I often wonder 

what this old fella 

would say 

if he could speak: 

Sometimes in life 

young one, 

you’ll realise 

that not only are you anchored 

by the strongest of roots 

but you may indeed be 

an anchor for others; 

be strong for them. 
  

And as your limbs stretch 

towards the heavens 

and dream 

of cloud-filled skies 

and starlit nights, 

never forget the wildflowers 

that grow all around you; 

everything in life is precious. 

Every time the wind whispers, 

don’t be afraid to dance, 

and when it roars, 

which it will, 

remain determined, 

hold on to your 

belief that everything 

will be ok; 

even if parts of you 

are broken. 

  

People may try 

and cut you down, 

but lessons 

will be learned 

and you, 

young one, 

are capable of teaching 

many things - 

how to be brave, 

how to be strong, 

how to be kind 

and how to love. 

These things 

will find you 

and when they do 

nurture them. 

For you will make 

the world 

a better place. 

  



 

 

Bushcare activities: 

It would be quite some time, I think, that three out of the nine scheduled bushcare activities in spring got 
cancelled due to wet and wintry weather conditions. Unfortunately, this put a lot of pressure on the team 
to cover all of the core areas of the park that we needed to, at this crucial second spring following the 
January 2021 fire. Some of the main priority weeds in the park, like Boneseed, Montpellier and English 
Broom and Erica, flower and set seed in their second year. This second year is therefore a critical time to 
ensure that those that came up from seed after the fire, didn’t get to the stage that they could set seed 
themselves. 

During spring, Almanda Bush Gardening continued work along Bryophyte Flat, removing invasive weeds 
and protecting habitat and food plants for the Southern Brown Bandicoot.  

Bandi Bunch report:          
(provided with images by Jasmin Packer) 

Over the past season we’ve been continuing to support healthy native soils and regenerating Manna gum 
floodplain species along the southern bank of Scott Creek between Dorset Vale and Neville Roads. To do 
this, we’ve been hand-removing (pulling, grubbing or ‘popping’) blackberry, broom, boneseed, black 
nightshade, and thistles. We’re also continuing to protect with tree guards many of the regenerating 
natives that are vulnerable to being trampled or heavily grazed (or have already been chomped down!). 

Many thanks to Bandicoot Superhighway, Mint Green, Save Our Wildlife Foundation Inc. and Scott Creek 
Primary School for support that has enabled Friends of Scott Creek CP and Bandi Bunch to extend Mint 
Green’s blackberry control downstream much further than we’d hoped. Every bit really helps! 

You can help by identifying these Mount Lofty giant 
earthworms in iNaturalist, and/or joining us for our monthly 
bushcare on the first Saturday of the month (meet 9.00 am 
Almanda carpark).  

Over the next month 
we’ll be focusing on 
protecting native 
seedlings from black-
berry, removing thistles 
before they seed, and 
brushcutting exotic 
grasses.  

We’d love you to join us 
for a cuppa and bit of 
bushcare if you can. 

 

 



 

 

Scheduled bushcare activities during spring: 

6th September 2022—9 volunteers patrolled the area between Stringybark Track and Brown Frog Gully, 
mainly looking for Boneseed, but also treating some Blackberry, South African Daisy, Black Nightshade 
and Fleabane. 

11th September 2022—10 volunteers patrolled the northern side of Brown Frog Gully for Boneseed, also 
dispatching one flowering Erica and some more Blackberry. 

24th September 2022—7 volunteers patrolled the lower reaches of Gracilis Creek for Boneseed, also 
finding a small patch of Erica, both arborea and baccans, plus some Montpellier Broom and Blackberry. 

4th October 2022—cancelled due to heavy rainfall forecast. 

9th October 2022—7 volunteers checked out the upper parts of Bushrat Creek for Montpellier Broom, 
also treating a few Boneseed, South African Daisy, Black Nightshade and Blackberry. 

22nd October 2022—10 volunteers patrolled the lower section of Bushrat Creek for Montpellier Broom, 

Above left: Jenny with her prize, a large flowering 

Montpellier Broom deep in Bracken Fern in Bushrat Creek. 

Above right: Searching for Montpellier Broom in the lower 

parts of Bushrat Creek. 

Above: the Bandi Bunch project site along the south side of Scott Creek, from the Dorset Vale Road culvert.  



 

 

also treating Boneseed, South African Daisy, Black 
Nightshade, Fleabane, Blackberry and a couple of 
Acacia longifolia and Acacia baileyana. 

1st November 2022—cancelled due to forecast 
rain and thunderstorms. 

13th November 2022—cancelled due to forecast 
heavy rainfall. 

26th November 2022—9 volunteers treated 
English Broom in the central part of Viminaria 
Creek, also treating Montpellier Broom, Boneseed, 
Erica and some Watsonia and Blackberry. 

Peter did some more spraying of Cape Tulip 
alongside the track to the rainwater tank 
overlooking Kangaroo Valley, off Bandicoot Track 
near gate 3. After bird banding in October, he checked the Erica and Sollya infestation in the north-
western corner of the Panhandle, opportunistically removing Montpellier Broom and Boneseed between 
the track down to the northern boundary and along the flats east of Panhandle Creek. There was a very 
large number of flowering Montpellier Broom alongside Panhandle Creek, 
which he arranged contractors to go in and deal with. Peter also headed into 
Blechnum Creek and the middle section of Bushrat Creek, to treat Montpellier 
and English Broom before they set seed. These areas were to have been 
worked on at scheduled bushcare activities, which were cancelled due to poor 
weather. Phil and Janet also patrolled areas of the park for flowering 
Boneseed, mainly several visits around the lower parts of Shingleback Track.   

Peter Watton 

Above: The search for English Broom amongst Bracken Fern 
and Varnish Wattle in central Viminaria Creek.  

Weed warrior Janet with her war paint on.  



 

 

Funding and Contractor report: 

Funding update: 
 Submitted the acquittal for our 2021-2022 NPWS On-Park Volunteer Support Grant for $5,500 

(including GST). 
 Submitted the acquittal for our 2021-2022 Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant for $8,349.90 (including 

GST). 
 Submitted the acquittal for our 2022-2023 Landscape SA Hills & Fleurieu Grassroots Grant for $3,000. 
 Submitted the first progress report for our three year 2021-22 NPWS On-Park Volunteer Support Grant 

under the Partnership Grants Program. We received approval for the variation of timeline submitted 
for this grant. 

 Nominated further work on Blackberry and Weeping Willows in the Bandi Bunch Scott Creek project 
site alongside Matthews Road, to receive further funding from the Bandicoot Superhighway project, 
this time from the Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife.  

Below is a list of the main work that contractors have completed during winter: 
 Neville Road Track, Fern Creek and from Batwatch Dam to gate 14—Mint Green followed up last year’s 

spray treatment of Cape Tulip, Watsonia and other bulb weeds, funded by Landscape SA Hills & 
Fleurieu Grassroots Grant. 

 Scott Creek, north and west hillside—Green Mint treated flowering Boneseed, funded by the NPWS On
-Park Volunteer Support Partnership Grant. 

 Panhandle—TFL Works treated larger flowering Montpellier Broom alongside Panhandle Creek, 
funded by the donation from the Carthew Family Foundation. 

Future work to be scheduled will include follow-up of larger Erica infestations, Sollya on Yakka Hill west, 
and Blackberry along a number of creeklines. 

Peter Watton 
Bushcare—Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting 

Above: Before and after photos of part of the large area of Olive treated by TFL Works in the Panhandle paddock.  



 

 

Above left: A little hard to see at this scale, but this 
flowering Boneseed scattered across the hillside behind 
Mackereth Cottage has now been treated by Mint Green. 

Above right: Erica and Sollya treated by TFL Works along 
the weedfront of the Panhandle infestation. 



 

 

Bird Banding Notes: September—November 2022 

We had high hopes for evidence of species come-back in this spring quarter. In fact, it is possibly the 
worst quarter (when we have actually done banding) for many years. Significant is the low numbers of 
Superb Fairy-wrens, Silvereyes, Striated Thornbills and Red-browed Finches. The Honeyeaters are still 
dramatically low which I guess is not so surprising given that few eucalypts seem to have flowered this 
season. It is, however, hard to explain why Brown Thornbills were the most common species we banded.  

The Treecreeper we recaptured at Mackereth Cottage was 7+ years and the Crescent Honeyeater was 4+ 
years. 

Looking at things on an annual basis (October 2021 to end September 2022) indicates a decline in 
numbers with 284 total captures including 51 recaptures (18%). We put in 19 weekends (27 days) giving 
an average of 10.5 birds captured per day. There were 27 species trapped and 53 species were observed. 
The most senior bird handled was the Golden Whistler caught for the 6th time at 16+ years. The most 
common recaptures were the Striated Thornbills with an average over 7+ years, the oldest being 12+. 

Bird 19 Sep 
Fox Bog 

15/16 Oct 
Panhandle 

29 Oct 
Mackereth 

Cottage 

5/6 Nov  
Derwentia 

Valley 

19/20 Nov 
Cancelled 

Total 

Brown Thornbill 1 5 1 3   10 

Striated Thornbill 1 2       3 

Golden Whistler   1       1 

Crescent Honeyeater   1       1 

Crimson Rosella (Adelaide)   1       1 

Musk Lorikeet   2       2 

Eastern Spinebill   3       3 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater       1   1 

Grey Fantail       1   1 

Red-browed Finch       6   6 

Grey Shrike-thrush     1     1 

White-browed Scrubwren     1 1   2 

Silvereye   1       1 

White-throated Treecreeper     1     1 

Superb Fairy-wren   3 2 2   7 

TOTAL 2 19 6 14   41 

Above left: Scott Creek CP is a Brown Thornbill stronghold. Above right: Crescent Honeyeater, numbers are down. 



 

 

Highlights for the year: 

 23 different people came to banding with 8 ‘regulars’. 

 An HSC student is doing a project on Brown Thornbills and Superb Fairy-wrens caught at two sites over 
3 years. 

 Two members of the team are progressing towards their ‘A-Class’ Authority. 

 Our email list sends banding notices to 52 people each scheduled weekend. 

 Species observed are recorded on the BirdLife Australia ‘Birdata’ website. 

 Five species were banded for the first time in SCCP: Dusky Woodswallow, Rufous Whistler, Musk 
Lorikeet, Crimson Rosella (Adelaide), and Common Bronzewing. 

 Striated Thornbills were the most frequently caught bird in the period (69 including 23 recaps – 33%). 

 Honeyeaters were notable by their absence since the fire in January 2021. 

 A Banding-Diary is updated after each session noting all relevant details. 

Please check the program at the end of this newsletter for dates and times of future banding sessions. 
Visitors are welcome to ‘come and see’ banding without having to commit to an early start. If you would 
like to receive an email notice, get in touch with me at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. 

Jim Spiker 
Bird Banding Coordinator 

Above: Musk Lorikeets, the first banded under our project—left is a female and right is a male, note the blue on his head. 

Above right: Superb Fairy-wren numbers are also down. Above left: Betty, Maree and Jim at Greenhood Track 

banding. 



 

 

Photo Gallery: 

Above left: Pink Fingers (Caladenia carnea). Above right: Bushy Candles (Stackhousia aspericocca ssp. 
Cylindrical inflorescence (W.R.Barker 1418)) 

Above: Yam Daisy (Microseris walteri, previously M. lanceolata), with a couple of native bees and (circled on left and shown 

in close up on right), a tiny green spider having brunch. 

Above left: Caterpillar on a Golden Wattle (Acacia 
pycnantha) leaf/phyllode. 

Above right: Twining Fringe-lily (Thysanotus patersonii). 



 

 

Calendar of Environmental Events coming up: 

Sunday 11th December is International Mountain Day  

Women move mountains is the theme of this year's International 
Mountain Day on 11 December. 

Women play a key role in environmental protection and social and 
economic development in mountain areas. They are often the 
primary managers of mountain resources, guardians of biodiversity, 
keepers of traditional knowledge, custodians of local culture and 
experts in traditional medicine. 

Increasing climate variability, coupled with a lack of investment in 
mountain agriculture and rural development, has often pushed men 
to migrate elsewhere in search of alternative livelihoods. Women 
have therefore taken on many tasks formerly done by men, yet 
mountain women are often invisible due to a lack of decision-
making power and unequal access to resources.   

As farmers, market sellers, businesswomen, artisans, entrepreneurs 
and community leaders, mountain women and girls, in particular in 
rural areas, have the potential to be major agents of change. When rural women have access to resources, services 
and opportunities, they become a driving force against hunger, malnutrition and rural poverty and are active in the 
development of mountain economies.   

To trigger real change towards sustainable development, it is important to engage in gender transformative 
change.  

International Mountain Day 2022 is an opportunity raise awareness about the need to empower mountain women 
so they can participate more effectively in decision-making processes and have more control over productive 
resources. By sharing excellence, opportunities and capacity development in mountains, the Day can promote 
gender equality and therefore contribute to improve social justice, livelihoods and resilience.  

https://www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/theme/en/ 

Thursday 2nd February is World Wetlands Day 

Wetlands Day, popularly known as World Wetlands Day, was first organized by a group 
of environmentalists who wanted to celebrate and protect wetlands. The date, February 
2, also marks the date when the Convention on Wetlands was adopted in the Iranian 
city of Ramsar. 

This day is all about celebrating the importance of wetlands to the earth and everyone 
living on the planet. Environmentalists use this day to spread information about 
Wetlands, and what people can do to protect them. 

Wetlands are areas that are flooded with water for the majority of the year, where life has evolved to exist in these 
flooded, oxygen-less conditions. Every single continent has its own wetlands. They perform a number of vital 
functions for the land. 

Wetlands are the main source of groundwater refills. They are also the first line of defense against storms and 
typhoons. Wetlands purify water, and in some places, they are artificially constructed to purify industrial runoff 
water. 

Wetlands are teeming with life, and are home to unique plants, fish, reptiles, mammals, amphibians, and birds that 
can’t live anywhere else. However, wetlands are also extremely ecologically sensitive. They are the most easily 
affected by environmental changes and climate change. Even minor changes can prove catastrophic for wetlands, 
and all the life that is dependent on them. 

The main aim of Wetlands Day is to spread information about how valuable wetlands are, and encourage people 
and governments to take action to prevent their loss. Recognizing this, the U.N. decided to formally institute World 
Wetlands Day on the day it had been celebrated by environmentalists, February 2.  

https://nationaltoday.com/wetlands-day/ 



 

 

Summer Program of Activities December 2022–February 2023 

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park welcome visitors to all of our activities, which include regular 
bushcare, bird banding and bush gardening. 

For enquiries and information: E info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  W www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Bushcare activities: During summer we will meet at 8:30am at the nearest gate for the activity location.  

An email will be sent to bushcarers advising the location in advance. 

Any new members interested in joining us, contact the above email address to receive the email. 

Be prepared for walking through sometimes rugged bushland, including areas recovering from fire, and bring a 
small backpack to carry your morning tea. 

CANCELLATION POLICY: Local activities will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather warning is announced for 
the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in conditions that may adversely affect the birds.  

See links to BOM & CFS websites below. 

BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale 
CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings 

Month/Day Date Activity Location 

DECEMBER 2022       

Saturday, Sunday 3, 4 Bird Banding PR: Pennant Ridge, Gate 11, 6:30 am  

Tuesday 6 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Sunday 11 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Friday 16  
Christmas Event 
All Welcome! 

Butler residence, 5 Trevelyan Court, Coromandel Valley. 
General meeting at 5.30pm followed by Christmas get-
together 6.00pm start. BBQ available, BYO meat, drinks, 
chairs and a salad/sweets to share. Please RSVP to 
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Saturday (only) 17 Bird Banding AT: Almanda Track, Gate 18, 6:30 am  

Saturday 24 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

JANUARY 2023       

Tuesday 3 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Sunday 8 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Saturday, Sunday 14, 15 Bird Banding TC: Twisted Chimney Track, Gate 13, 6:30 am  

Wednesday 19  
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Joan’s Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave  
opposite the oval) 

Saturday 28 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

FEBRUARY 2023       

Saturday, Sunday 4, 5 Bird Banding MT: Mineshaft Track, Gate 15, 7:00 am  

Tuesday 7 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Sunday 12 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

Saturday, Sunday 18, 19 Bird Banding TP: The Plantation, Gate 7, 7:00 am  

Tuesday 21 
General Meeting 
All Welcome! 

Time and venue to be confirmed 

Thursday 23 
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Joan’s Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave  
opposite the oval) 

Saturday 25 Bushcare Post-fire weed regeneration will determine location 

http://www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/?lat=-35.1&lon=138.7&url=/sa/dorset-vale/&name=Dorset+Vale
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings.jsp


 

 

Office bearers: 
Any queries on Friends activities, please contact the relevant person below, general queries to  
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

President: Jim Spiker (M) 0430 247 705, Email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au    

Vice President: Peter Watton (M) 0427 010 949,  Email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Treasurer: Andrew Biven (M) 0404 878 344, Email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Correspondence Secretary: Diana Wright Email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes (H) 8388 2297 (M) 0427 841 425,            
Email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Minute Secretary: Anna Dutkiewicz (M) 0415 494 090 , Email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Membership Officer: Lorraine Billett (H) 8278 6623 (M) 0427 093 839, Email: lorray66@tpg.com.au  

Other roles and positions: 

Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above) 

Bushcare Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above) 

Assistant Bushcare Coordinator: Glenn Giles (M) 0413 615 514, Email: gilesgd81@gmail.com 

Bushcare — Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting: Peter Watton (contact details above) 

Bush Gardening Almanda Creek: John Wamsley (M) 0407 716 074, Email: john@johnwamsley.com 

Editor Bandicoot Tails & Facebook: Peter Watton (contact details above)     

Website Coordinator: Anna Dutkiewicz (M) 0415 494 090, Email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Social & Events Coordinators: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Sue Braddock-Smith (M) 0447 028 458,       
Email: almanda11@bigpond.com 
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