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Bandicoot Tails 
Newsletter of the Fr iends of Scott Creek  

Conservation Park  

No. 173 
December 2018 – February 2019 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Welcome to your slightly tweaked, new look Bandicoot Tails.  

Another year has come and gone, and the Friends of Scott 
Creek Conservation Park held its Annual General Meeting on 
13th November. With this, we invite you to renew your 
membership, which remains at just $10 pa. This can either 
be paid in person at one of our meetings or activities, paid 
by a direct credit into our bank account at any BankSA 
branch, or via on-line banking.  

 BSB: 105-078, A/C No: 311316140 
 Account Name: Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park 
 Reference: please add your name as a reference; you 

can also email our treasurer Donella to confirm that you 
have paid at treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

 

 

The President’s words: 

Here is the President’s Report from our Annual General Meeting held on 
Tuesday 13th November at the Cherry Gardens CFS. Thanks once again to the 
CFS for allowing us to use their facilities for our AGM and general meetings 
throughout 2018. 

This was another busy and productive year for the Friends group, with a few 
teething problems faced by some of our team taking on different roles, the 
completion of the fourth year of our ten year Almanda Project, a couple of 
slightly out of the ordinary events and a whole lot of the same old thing. 

While the roles of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Administration 
Assistant remained with yours truly, Jim Spiker, Donella Peters and Jenny 

Dawes at last year’s AGM, Don Reid decided it was time to step down from his 25 year reign as Secretary of 
the group. Knowing that Don couldn’t be replaced, the role was split in three, with Jim taking on the job of 
Correspondence Secretary, meaning he has to wade through the plethora of emails predominantly from 
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Friends of Parks and deciding which to on-forward to the masses, Lorraine Billett accepting the less arduous 
but equally important job of Membership Officer, making sure our records are kept up to date, and Donella 
offering to be the Minute Secretary for our meetings, a generally thankless task for which I sincerely thank 
her. It took a considerable amount of time and effort to get our extensive email list up to date and into Jim’s 
computer, so that he could start passing on emails to our supporters. Thanks to Don for continuing to do this 
until Jim could take over.  

Rick Williams has continued to maintain the Friends’ 
website in good order this year, after taking over from 
long-time and original web-master Les Peters the 
previous year. Thanks also to Rick and Dave Fitch for 
finalising our new generic email addresses for the 
group, including ones for our President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and a general one simply for ‘info’.  

While on electronic media, I decided I didn’t have 
enough to keep myself busy and, in March, I spoke to 
Kat Hill, our Volunteer Support Officer from Natural 
Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges (NR 
AMLR), about setting up a Facebook page for the group. 
Kat referred me on to Jemma van den Bos from her 

office and the rest is, as they say, history. The page was set up and I now post a few photos and a paragraph 
or two after most events conducted by our group, including working bees, bird banding, open days and field 
trips. While this may not result in new members or active volunteers, it does certainly reach a few different 
members of our broader community, and you never know who might see it and join us in the future. 

At last year’s AGM we launched our booklet celebrating the group’s first 25 years under the guidance and 
leadership of inaugural President Tom Hands. Sales remained fairly brisk and consistent, and saw us order a 
second print run during the year. At just $15 ($20 with postage), this remains excellent value and has 
recently been more widely promoted by Friends of Parks by email and on their website. 

Continuing the publication theme, stock of the excellent booklet Scott Creek from Settlement to 
Conservation Park, by Marie Steiner, and our very popular bird brochure have both run low and we are 
getting quotes for further print runs. Naturally nothing is that simple, and with a small number of minor 
updates comes much time and delay. Hopefully these will both be resolved in the near future. 

The fourth year of our ten year Almanda Project was 
completed at the end of June this year, and the 
Almanda Report 2018 is now available for download 
from our Friends’ website. The report covers details 
about the fundraising and on-ground work undertaken 
in the Park, by both contractors and our volunteers, for 
the year. Supported by maps of the project areas and 
many photos, it also includes a financial report and a 
list of supporters. 

Thanks to those organisations that chose to support 
our work in the park by providing funding this year. 
These include NR AMLR, through Mark Fagan (District 
Officer) and Kat Hill, who combined to get a three year 
Scott Creek CP Plan approved for $25,000 pa under the NR AMLR Land Management Program ($20,000 
through Sustainable Landscapes and $5,000 through the Volunteer Support Program); NR AMLR also funded 
a $5,000 Community NRM Action Grant; and we had $2,500 approved under the Adelaide Hills Council 
Community Development Grants Program. Unfortunately the Department for Environment and Water 
knocked back a grant application for work in their own park! 
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To highlight the work undertaken as part of the Almanda Project, we held our third annual open day in 
autumn this year. Thanks to some great publicity, the Almanda Mine area of the Park was heaving, as over 
400 people attended the event. There were articles in Weekend Notes, The Courier and The Weekender 
Herald, notices placed on notice boards around the district, shares amongst our Facebook friends and other 
Friends groups by the Friends of Parks and, the final piece of the publicity puzzle, a large contingent of 
families came along after seeing a post on WeChat, the Chinese social media app.  

Thanks to all our members who assisted, both in preparations leading up to the day and on the day itself. 
This includes work on the walking trail during working bees, helping answer questions at the gazebo, John 
Wamsley for developing and printing the self-guided walk information and placing the labels out along the 
trail with the help of Steve Davey. Thanks also to Scott Creek Primary School, who provided refreshments for 
the multitudes from their gazebo, and Warrawong2U Mobile Sanctuary, for bringing along a couple of 
animals to wow the children (and a few of their parents)…and it would be remiss of me not to thank our very 
own local koala, who positioned herself in the Manna Gum directly above our gazebo for the duration of the 
event. 

While on events, we also set up a display at the Heysen Friends of Nature Forum in August, which has 
directly resulted in a couple joining our Hands On Team, another at the Scott Creek Primary School’s 125th 
anniversary celebration held in October, plus conducted our annual spring walk, had a couple of visits to the 
SA Museum, Laratinga in Mount Barker and our regular monthly lunches at local cafes. All in all, plenty of 
opportunities to catch up on top of our scheduled working bees, bird banding and meetings! 

 

An unusual opportunity that came up in June was the chance to feature on Network Ten’s television series 
Totally Wild. Thanks to Sophie Morgan, who grew up in Scott Creek and is Production Co-Ordinator for the 
show, their presenter and film crew came along to a working bee in Almanda Creek and interviewed a few of 
our members and filmed us in action tackling the weeds. The short segment went to air in September and, 
other than a little misidentification with Barb and Jenny, it was good fun and an excellent piece. We hope to 
get it placed on our website soon, for those that missed it. 

A little more behind the scenes, we have joined the Friends of Mylor CP, Friends of Mylor Parklands, Aldgate 
Valley Landcare Group, DEW and NR AMLR in a project designed to see if the Western Pygmy Possum can 
still be found in our part of the Adelaide Hills. It follows a similar successful project conducted in Newland 
Head CP on the Fleurieu Peninsula, where nest boxes are placed in the park and checked 4-6 weekly to see if 
they have been occupied. While there are historical records of them living in the region, they have not been 
recorded for a couple of decades. Nest boxes will be placed in Scott Creek CP as part of the project. 

We have also had ten of our bird banding activities promoted by Adelaide Hills Science Hub, with $500 
contributed by them to help run the events, which will be used to purchase some extra equipment. This has 
resulted in several new people coming out to the park to see what in involved in this long-term program.  
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There is also a proposal from Living Legacy Tree to use areas of Scott Creek CP to establish memorial plots 
for the families and friends of people who have passed away. The idea is to utilise areas of the park that are 
suitable for revegetation and involve the deceased person’s family and friends in growing and planting local 
tree species, with understorey, within these areas. The deceased person’s ashes would be treated by Living 
Legacy Tree and placed in the memorial plot where the tree is planted. This proposal is still some way off 
being sorted out, but with each memorial plot would come a donation to the Friends group, to be used to 
off-set any costs, with the remainder to help fund other restoration work in the park.  

I have already covered a lot of the work that is done by various members in the background, keeping the 
group moving forward, but save the final big thank you to all members of FoSCCP who have contributed to 
our activities in the park.  

 

Don and Jim keep the bird banding running smoothly, regardless of how cooperative the birds are. As 
mentioned before, we have had a few new members come out to experience this up-close-and-personal 
activity with some of our feathered friends. 

We have also had a few new members join our Hands On Team, coming out to our thrice-monthly scheduled 
working bees throughout the park or the almost-weekly Wednesday team working on our showcase site in 
Almanda Creek. Thanks to them and all the old hands, who keep chipping away on the many weed fronts 
throughout the park. 

Thanks to Jenny for once again compiling our volunteer hours and passing them along to DEW. There was a 
total 2,918 FoSCCP volunteer hours contributed for the year to 30th June 2018, made up of: 

 1,200 working bee hours (723 hours for regular working bees plus 477 hours for Wednesday’s Almanda 
Creek working bees and additional informal work) 

 695 hours bird-banding, including data management and net repairs 

 93 hours on the Almanda Project Open Day 

 737 hours on administration and meetings, including Bandicoot Tails, Facebook and grant writing and 
acquittals 

 170 hours compiling the booklet celebrating the first 25 years of FoSCCP 

 23 hours on the website and cartography    

Peter Watton 

 

********************************** 
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More from the AGM 

Thanks to those members that put up their hands to volunteer for the essential roles needed to keep our 
Friends group going. Your office bearers for the next year are: 
President – Peter Watton 
Vice President – Jim Spiker  
Correspondence Secretary – Jim Spiker 
Treasurer – Donella Peters 
Minute Secretary – Donella Peters 
Administration Assistant – Jenny Dawes 
Membership Officer – Lorraine Billett 
Other positions: 
Working Bee Committee – Peter Watton, John Wamsley, Jenny Dawes, Glenn Giles 
Bird Banding Coordinator – Don Reid 
Website Coordinator – Rick Williams 
Social & Events Committee – Donella Peters, Sue Braddock-Smith, Jenny Dawes 
Almanda Project Contractor Coordinator – Brent Lores 

Guest speaker  

Following the formalities, local award-winning author and zoologist Daniella 
Clode provided a fascinating talk based on her book The Wasp and the Orchid, 
the Remarkable Life of Australian Naturalist Edith Coleman. 

Danielle is an award winning Australian author. Her writing includes natural 
history, essays, science-writing, historical fiction and best-selling children’s 
books.  Her books have won the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for non-
fiction, Whitley Award for popular zoology and been shortlisted for the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia awards and longlisted for The Nib Literary 
Award. 

Danielle grew up in the fishing town of Port Lincoln in South Australia before 
sailing around the coast with her parents on a boat known as ‘the pirate ship’. 

After finishing school in far north Queensland she moved to Adelaide to study politics and psychology. 
Danielle worked as a zookeeper before completing her doctorate in zoology at Oxford University, studying 
seabirds and feral mink in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland. She has been a freelance writer and researcher 
ever since and also teaches creative and 
academic writing across Australia.1 

Danielle’s book is the previously unwritten story 
of naturalist Edith Coleman. Edith, who lived in 
Blackburn, Victoria was the first person to 
identify and describe, in 1927, the pollination of 
an orchid by pseudocopulation after careful 
observations for two seasons of the tongue 
orchid Cryptostylis leptochila and the strange 
activities of the ichneumon wasps on its 
labellum.  

This paper was written by a woman without 
formal scientific training, was quoted around 
the world and finally acknowledged as being an 
accurate observation and conclusion.  

                                                           
1
 From http://danielleclode.com.au/ 

Danielle following her presentation at the AGM 
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Subsequently, pollination by pseudocopulation was confirmed in many orchids, especially in 
Australia.2  

Edith was an amateur naturalist and science writer, who published her first scientific paper 
at the age of 48. She went on the write over 300 articles about Australian nature for 
scientific journals, newspapers and magazines. In 1949 she became the first woman to be 

awarded the Australian Natural History Medallion. 

Edith Coleman’s name is little known today, despite 
being recognised at the time as ‘Australia’s greatest 
orchid expert’ and ‘foremost of our women 
naturalists’, and Danielle set about rectifying this 
with her book. 

In uncovering her story, one reviewer notes that 
Danielle’s book ‘is an approachable blend of 
biography, science, nature writing and social 
history’. It enables a modern audience to 
appreciate Edith’s significant contributions to our 
knowledge, which also included perhaps the only 
study about the interesting mating behaviour of 
male huntsman spiders, echidna hibernation, tawny 
frogmouths and mistletoe.  

Danielle’s presentation included a video showing wasps’ pollinating activities with native orichids. 

The appreciative audience asked a number of probing questions and were then given the opportunity to 
purchase a number of Danielle’s publications. This was followed by the regulation supper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

********************************** 
  

                                                           
2
 Based on book review by The Australian Orchid Foundation https://www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au/the-

wasp-and-the-orchid/ 

Danielle’s presentation at the AGM 



7 
 

Working Bees: 

There was a full complement of working bee activities 
undertaken this spring, with a couple of key focusses 
being the work done on Sollya and conducting some 
roaming patrols looking for flowering woody weeds 
where larger populations have been removed in the 
past.  

We also welcomed two new members to our Hands On 
Team. Jenny and Andrew Biven chatted with Jenny D at 
the Heysen Friends of Nature Forum in August and, 
after doing plenty of walking in the Park and thinking 
they should find out more information about our group, 
took the opportunity to get it at our display, and have 
promptly taken up the cause. 

The scheduled activities were generally well attended, with 5-6 coming along to some and 8-10 some others. 
There were also the regular contributions by the Wednesday Almanda Creek group and additional selective 
spray treatment by Glenn and Peter. 

As mentioned above, one key focus at this time of the year is treatment of Sollya or Bluebell Creeper 
(Billardiera heterophylla). This is a Western Australian native, which has escaped gardens in SA to become a 
significant problem. There are several local Billardiera species, with Sweet Apple-berry (B. cymosa) the most 
common in the Park. Without having both the native and the weed side by side, sometimes separating these 
can be difficult. The Sollya flower, however, is quite distinctive, so treating them at flowering time greatly 
assists solving this mystery.  

 

From the images here, it may also be possible to show there is a difference in the colour and  shape of the 
fruits, and the leaves of Sollya are generally wider and a brighter green, compared to the more consistent 
shape and colour of Sweet Apple-berry leaves. 

It has more recently been acknowledged that Sollya benefits from fire, and this has produced one of our 
main Sollya infestations in the Park, in the north-western quarter of Helipad Hill (see map below). This area 
of the park received a prescribed burn in 2007, when perhaps the fire responsiveness of Sollya was not as 
widely known.  

The distinctive shape and sky-blue colour of Sollya 
flowers, which have no tube, with fruits inset 

The local Sweet Apple-berry flower has an obvious 
tube, duller blue colour and shorter plumper fruit, 
which become reddish-purple as they mature. 

Morning tea in our “office” in Kangaroo Gully. 
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Our other main infestation of Sollya is in Panhandle north, where 
the source of the weed appears to be the neighbour’s property to 
the north; certainly they have large mature plants in their yard near 
the boundary with the Park. 

Other activities have seen our Hands On Team treat a variety of our 
favourite woody weeds, in particular Boneseed and Erica, and to a 
lesser extent English Broom, Montpellier Broom and African Daisy. 
A lot of this work was done in the Fern Gully/Crossroads and 
Mineshaft/Stockyard/Echidna Track sections of the Park, plus Erica 
in near Gate 7 on Mount Bold Road and Number 1 Block. This work 
has seen large tracts of the Park patrolled for outliers of these very 
persistent weeds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

********************************** 
 
 

Jenny waving the flag, a large Erica 
she has been able to knock out of 
the ground near Eys Tunnel. 
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Contractor work being undertaken in the park: 

The spring season was again fairly quiet on the contractor front, though there were a couple more visits to 
inspect previous contractor work and continue planning this year’s priorities.  

Managed by District Officer Mark Fagan, funding 
from NR AMLR Sustainable Landscapes will again 
have a main focus on Blackberry across a number of 
areas of the Park and follow-up of Broom control in 
Blechnum Creek and Erica in Number 1 Block. 
Funding this year has also been directed to a number 
of infestations of Watsonia in the north-eastern part 
of the Park, and most of this work took place in 
October. 

Sophie Harrison is filling in for Kat Hill as Volunteer 
Support Officer, while Kat is on maternity leave. 
Sophie visited the areas funding from the NR AMLR 
Volunteer Support Program had been directed, 
treating a mixture of weeds in the Panhandle, 
Almanda Valley and Bushrat Creek. After inspecting 
the Panhandle, it was decided that previously slashed 

Broom should be spot sprayed this year, to prevent it getting to flowering and seeding stage, which most of 
it would be by this time next year. There are also some patches of Blackberry at the top of the hill which are 
quite isolated from the main infestations in the creekline. These will be treated by the same contractor, in 
addition to some large Sollya in the same area. It is unlikely there will be funding left over to continue 
making progress on the Erica forest in the western edge of this area, though there might be some follow-up 
done. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

********************************** 
  

Erica control Number 1 Block. 

Part of the large Watsonia infestation along the 
edge of the Park near Gurr Road. 
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Bird Banding Notes: 

September was a total washout, a few rainy days coinciding with our dates for meeting with our feathered 
friends. However, October and November were kinder to us weatherwise – no cancellations. 

Here are our successful weekends summarised: 
6-7 October Gate 4   16 captures inc. 8 recaptures  8 species 

The most notable recap was a 9+ Striated Thornbill (little birds with long lives), a 4+ Crescent 
Honeyeater and a 4+ Eastern Spinebill. 

20-21 October Gate 9   46 captures inc. 8 recaptures  12 species 
An exceptional 2 days of results. The most significant recapture was of a 9+ Superb Fairy-wren. This 
is our oldest record for this species, the next oldest being a 7+. This bird is a real survivor; very few 
would last this long in the wild.  
The oldest Superb Fairy-wren recorded in the ABBBS database is of a bird 10 years 5.4 months in 
New South Wales. More realistically, the database also records that the average life span for a Wren 
could be 1 year 1.5 months, just time enough to breed once.  
A Silvereye recapture was aged at 4+. We get only a small percentage of retraps for this species, 
suggesting they are highly nomadic.  However, this bird has remained at this site for a substantial 
time.  

3-4 November Gate 20   11 captures inc. 3 recaptures  7 species 
Although conditions appeared favourable and plenty of birds were about, they didn’t show up in our 
nets in substantial numbers. All retraps were of recently banded birds. 

17-18 November Derwentia  7 captures inc. 1 recapture  5 species 
A most disappointing time, with captured numbers very low for this site. Again, plenty of birds 
around, but they were mainly in the high canopy.  

We have had several visitors to our operations in this quarter, and a couple 
of willing recruits have joined us in our early rising. They are very welcome. 

Thanks again to the Adelaide Hills Science Hub for partnering with us to 
promote our bird banding program to their contacts during the last couple of 
months and in December. In addition to spreading the word and encouraging 
visitors to join us, they provided funding of $500, which we will use to 
update some of our equipment. Visit their Facebook page using this link 
https://www.facebook.com/AdelaideHillsScienceHub/ 

Don Reid 
 
 
  

Superb Fairy-wrens – photo Jim Spiker. An indignant male Golden Whistler. 

https://www.facebook.com/AdelaideHillsScienceHub/
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Fortunately Musk Lorikeets rarely find their way into our nets – photos Jim Spiker. 
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Spring Walk:  

This year our spring walk took place on Sunday 23rd September. In 
mild conditions, our group of ten members, friends and neighbours 
gathered at Gate 3 on Scott Creek Road. Our destination was the 
Twisted Chimney ruins, which we reached just in time for a 
morning tea break. Our route took us up Bandicoot Track to the 
Crossroads, along Currawong Ridge Track to Neville Road up to 
Twisted Chimney Track. It was hard to go past the odd Boneseed, 
so various walkers occasionally ducked off the side of the track to 
hold up their prize and receive our gratitude. 

 

 
  

********************************** 

********************************** 
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SA Museum visit – Australian Geographic Nature Photographer of 2018 exhibition: 

We had our second visit to the SA Museum for the year on the last Sunday of October. Some of us started 
with a cuppa to get us going, while other chose to stay on for some lunch after wandering around the 
exhibition. Once more we were provided with a terrific array of photos, with a large variety of styles and 
subjects on display, taken in locations across this beautiful and diverse continent we call home.  

 

  

Some of our group examining the photos and 
looking like they know what they are looking at. 
Excuse the quality of photos, taken with phone 
without the flash. 
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Ornithological excursion to Laratinga Wetlands, Mount Barker: 

On a rather pleasant last Sunday in November, eight members of the group gathered at the Laratinga 
Wetlands car park to go for a walk around the ponds, to see what ornithological treasurers we might find 
this time. It was particularly good to have new members Diane and Graham along, after their first visit to 
one of our bird banding activities mid-November. After a successful mornings birding, we adjoined to Millies 
Bakery, as is the custom. Below is our list for the visit. 

 

Australasian Grebe Laughing Kookaburra 

Australasian Shoveler Little Corella 

Australian Magpie Little Grassbird 

Australian Pelican Little Pied Cormorant 

Australian Reed-Warbler Little Raven 

Australian Spotted Crake Long-billed Corella 

Australian White Ibis Magpie-lark 

Australian Wood Duck Mallard 

Baillon's Crake Masked Lapwing 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike New Holland Honeyeater 

Black-fronted Dotterel Noisy Miner 

Black-tailed Native-hen Pacific Black Duck 

Chestnut Teal Pink-eared Duck 

Common Blackbird Purple Swamphen 

Common Bronzewing Rainbow Lorikeet 

Common Starling Red Wattlebird 

Crested Pigeon Red-browed Finch 

Crimson (Adelaide) Rosella Red-capped Plover 

Dusky Moorhen Red-rumped Parrot 

Eurasian Coot Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

European Goldfinch Striated Thornbill 

Freckled Duck Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Galah Superb Fairy-wren 

Grey Shrike-thrush Tree Martin 

Grey Teal Welcome Swallow 

Hardhead White-faced Heron 

Hoary-headed Grebe White-plumed Honeyeater 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Willie Wagtail 

House Sparrow Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Members of our group at Laratinga Wetlands. 
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Some more photos from Laratinga Wetlands 
 
  

An unusually pale White-plumed Honeyeater. Tree Martins were very active when we arrived, 
indicating a large smorgasbord of insects present. 

Several Freckled Ducks were seen. A pair of Australian Pelicans, just resting, but 
appearing to be dressed for Halloween. 

An Australian Spotted Crake. Quite a few youngsters were seen, this one a 
Pacific Black Duck with its parent. 
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Photo Gallery: 

 

  

Above right: A Dragonfly on a Common 
Everlasting. 
Below right: Sorry, but I love my spiders, this one 
a species of Wolf Spider. 

Left: John Wamsley told us an 
interesting story about the native bee 
and the Native Buttercup (Ranunculus 
lappaceus). When arriving to do some 
bush gardening in Scott Creek on some 
of the cooler mornings in spring, the 
native bees were found sleeping inside 
the flowers, which close at night. As the 
mornings warm up again the next day, 
the flowers open, but the native bees 
tend to sleep in a bit longer, and can be 
found dozing like this one in the photo. I 
can never get enough of stories about 
nature and the interactions between 
plants and animals. 

Above left: Another native bee, this time seeking 
nectar in a Tall Bluebell flower. 
Below left: A Sleepy Lizard, one of several seen 
recently in the park during activities. 

Above right: A Dragonfly on a Common 
Everlasting. 
Below right: Sorry, but I love my spiders, this one 
a species of Wolf Spider. 
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  Above left: Fringed Daisy-bush (Olearia ciliata var. 
ciliata). 
Below left: Striated Pardalote – photo Petra 
Hanke. 

Above right: Leopard Sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
benthamiana). 
Below right: Scarlet Sundew (Drosera 
glanduligera). 

Above left: Common Vanilla-lily (Arthropodium 
strictum), the flowers have a lovely fragrance, 
which some people think smells like vanilla, others 
chocolate, I’ll leave it to you to decide. 

Above right: Annual Fern (Anogramma 
leptophylla), one of several small populations in 
the park of this State Rare species. 



18 
 

Calendar of Environmental Events coming up: 

Wednesday 5th December is International 
Volunteer Day 

As an appreciation for voluntary engagement, the 
United Nations (UN) have proclaimed December 
05, 2018 as the International Volunteer Day.  

Since 1986 the International Volunteer Day 
compliments people who do work without 
payment and supports this habit. Organisations use 
this day to solicit their work and inform the public about their efforts, goals and work. 

The International Volunteer Day supports a unique topic each year, but the aim is always to win more people 
for voluntary work. The theme is “Volunteers build Resilient Communities” for 2018. 

These people's work is valuable for every society because people grow together as a community and skills 
shortage can be balanced. Especially community services depend on volunteers, and such services are a 
valuable experience also for the volunteers, as they learn about things they maybe don't get in touch with 
during their actual career.3  

The Friends of Scott Creek CP contributed 2,918 volunteer hours between July 1st 2017 and June 30th 2018. 

 

**************************************** 

Tuesday 11th December is International Mountain 
Day 2018 

“#MountainsMatter” is the theme chosen for this 
year’s celebration of International Mountain Day.  

Even though they are mentioned in the 2030 Agenda, mountains are still often forgotten. Considering the 
crucial role they play in providing key ecosystem goods and services to the planet and their vulnerability in 
the face of climate change, we need to step up and raise attention to mountains.  

#MountainsMatter for Water as mountains are the world’s ‘water towers’, providing between 60 and 80 
percent of all freshwater resources for our planet. However, all available records indicate that glaciers in 
mountain ranges around the world are retreating and disappearing due to climate change. At least 600 
glaciers have disappeared completely over the past decades, affecting water supplies relied on by billions 
living downstream.  

#MountainsMatters for Disaster Risk Reduction as climatic variations are triggering disasters. Avalanches, 
mudflows and landslides are tumbling downstream, stripping bare forests, flooding communities and 
populations.  

#MountainsMatter for Tourism as mountain destinations attract around 15-20 percent of global tourism and 
are areas of important cultural diversity, knowledge and heritage. Although mountain tourism has the 
potential to foster economic development in remote and isolated regions, many mountain communities are 
still not benefiting and live in poverty.   

#MountainsMatter for Food as they are important centres of agricultural biodiversity and are home to many 
of the foods that come to our table, such as rice, potatoes, quinoa, tomatoes and barley. Yet, they are home 
to some of the hungriest peoples in the world with a high vulnerability to food shortages and malnutrition, 
and climate change is affecting mountain agriculture.  

                                                           
3
 Text based on https://www.cute-calendar.com/event/international-volunteer-day/32656.html 

https://www.cute-calendar.com/event/international-volunteer-day/32656.html
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#MountainsMatter for Youth as despite the beautiful landscapes, life in the mountains can be tough, 
particularly for rural youth. Abandoning their villages in search of employment elsewhere has led to an 
absence of young people and an increasing labour shortage. Migration from mountains leads to an increase 
in abandoned agricultural, land degradation and often forest fires. At community level, cultural values and 
ancient traditions are lost.  

#MountainsMatter for Indigenous Peoples as many mountain areas host ancient indigenous communities 
that possess and maintain precious knowledge, traditions and languages. Mountain peoples have developed 
remarkable land use systems and have a wealth of knowledge and strategies accumulated over generations 
on how to adapt to climate variability.  

#MountainsMatter for Biodiversity as half of the world’s biodiversity hotspots are concentrated in mountains 
and mountains support approximately one-quarter of terrestrial biological diversity. Mountains are home to 
rare animals such as gorillas, snow leopards and the majestic tahr as well as strikingly beautiful plants such 
as orchids and lobelias.  

International Mountain Day 2018 will be an occasion to create a large social movement that can bring 
mountain issues on the tables of politicians. Through a global campaign, a social media strategy and events 
around the world, we plan to tell the world that the current neglect of mountains and mountain peoples 
must stop. We therefore ask everyone to use the hashtag #MountainsMatter in all their communications 
specifying why mountains matter for them.4  

 

**************************************** 

Saturday 2nd February is World Wetlands Day 

World Wetlands Day marks the date of the signing of 
the Convention on Wetlands, called Ramsar 
Convention, on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city 
of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian Sea.  

World Wetlands Day was celebrated for the first 
time in 1997 and made an encouraging beginning. Each year, government agencies, non-governmental 
organisations, and groups of citizens at all levels of the community have taken advantage of the opportunity 
to undertake actions aimed at raising public awareness of wetland values and benefits in general and the 
Ramsar Convention in particular.5  

The theme for 2019 is “Wetlands and Climate Change”. 

Wetlands: The key to coping with climate change 

Earth’s climate is changing 

Temperatures are rising, oceans are warming, snow and ice are melting and sea levels are rising faster than 
recorded during any previous century. Increased amounts of carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, and other 
greenhouse gases (GHG) in the atmosphere due to human activity are the reason. 

The global community is acting 

The level of CO2 in our atmosphere has increased 40% since pre-industrial times. To limit the impacts of 
climate change, the global community via the Paris Agreement is seeking to stabilize and reduce GHG 
emissions, and limit the increase in global average temperature this century to below 2°C. 

                                                           
4
 Text from http://www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/2018-theme/en/  

5
 Text based on https://www.cute-calendar.com/event/world-wetlands-day/33513.html  

http://www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/2018-theme/en/
https://www.cute-calendar.com/event/world-wetlands-day/33513.html
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Wetlands are a natural solution 

The frequency of disasters worldwide has more than 
doubled in just 35 years, and 90% of these disasters 
are water-related. 

Even more extreme weather is predicted going 
forward. Wetlands play a significant role in stabilizing 
GHG emissions and blunting the impacts of climate 
change. 

Wetlands buffer coastlines from extreme weather 

Coastal wetlands such as salt marshes, mangroves, 
seagrass beds, and coral reefs act like shock absorbers. 
They reduce the intensity of waves, storm surges, and 
tsunamis, shielding the 60% of humanity who lives and 
works along coastlines from flooding, property 
damage and loss of life. 

Wetlands reduce floods and relieve droughts 

Inland wetlands such as flood plains, rivers, lakes and 
swamps function like sponges, absorbing and storing 
excess rainfall and reducing flood surges. During dry 
seasons in arid climates, wetlands release stored 
water, delaying the onset of droughts and minimizing 
water shortages. 

Wetlands naturally absorb and store carbon 

Peatlands, mangroves, and seagrass store vast amounts of carbon. Peatlands cover about 3% of our planet’s 
land and store approximately 30% of all landbased carbon – twice the amount than all the world’s forests 
combined. Wetlands are the most effective carbon sinks on Earth. 

We must not drain our wetlands 

When drained or burned for agriculture (as wetlands often are) they go from being a carbon sink to a carbon 
source, releasing into the atmosphere centuries of stored carbon. CO2 emissions from drained and burned 
peatlands equate to 10% of all annual fossil fuel emissions. 

We must conserve and restore our wetlands 

Strategies that address climate change must include the wise use of wetlands. We’ve already lost 35% since 
1970. Individuals, communities and governments must work together to protect these amazing ecosystems, 
which help us prepare for, cope with and bounce back from the impacts of climate change.6 

  

                                                           
6
 From https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/  

https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
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Summer Program of Activities December 2018 – February 2019 

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park welcome visitors to any of our activities, but it is best to 
contact us beforehand to confirm details. For enquiries or information see contact details at the end of this 

program or on our website. 

NOTE: Activities in the park will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather warning/thunderstorms are 
announced for the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in conditions that may adversely 

affect the birds. 

Working bees: meet at earlier time of 8.30am in summer at Almanda Mine Car Park, Dorset Vale Road  

This enables everyone to sign in and be brought up-to-date with last minute changes. BYO morning tea and a 
small back pack to carry it, in case we are working further from the cars. 

Month Date Activity Location 

DECEMBER    

Saturday, Sunday 1, 2 Bird banding Gate 3 Kangaroo Gully, 6.00am 

Tuesday 4 Working bee Gate 3 Area 7 Helipad Hill’s southern slopes: woody weeds 

Sunday 9 Working bee Gate 9 Area 11 east, north of Stringybark Track: woody 
weeds 

Friday 14 General mtg 
followed by 
the FoSCCP 
Christmas get-
together  
All welcome! 

At Butler’s residence, 5 Trevelyan Court, Coromandel 
Valley. General meeting at 5.30pm followed by Christmas 
get-together 6.00pm start. BBQ available, BYO meat, 
drinks, chairs and a salad/ sweets to share. 

Saturday, Sunday 15, 16 Bird banding Gate 16 Mineshaft Track, 6.00am 

Saturday 22 Working bee Gate 6 Area 4 Viminaria Creek: general woody weed follow-
up 

JANUARY    

Tuesday 1 Working bee New Year’s Day – take the day off! 

Saturday, Sunday 5, 6 Bird banding Gate 7 Bushrat North, 6.00am 

Sunday 13 Working bee Gate 21 Area 27-30 Greenhood & Derwentia Creeks area: 
general woody weed follow-up 

Wednesday 16 Social Lunch 
All welcome! 

Fred’s – Aldgate at noon (220 Mt Barker Rd)  
 

Saturday, Sunday 19, 20 Bird banding Gate 20 Frith Road, 6.00am 

Saturday 26 Working bee Gate 15 Areas 25 & 26 Almanda Valley: woody weeds 

FEBRUARY    

Saturday, Sunday 2, 3 Bird banding Gate 4 Gurr Road, 6.00am 

Tuesday 5 Working bee Gate 3 Area 13 Fern Creek north, then Crossroads area: 
woody weeds 

Sunday 10 Working bee Gate 13 Areas 14 to 18 near Twisted Chimney: bulbs & 
woody weeds 

Saturday, Sunday 16, 17 Bird banding Gate 13 Mackereth Creek, 6.30am 

Thursday 21 Social Lunch 
All welcome! 

Joan’s Pantry – Hawthorndene, 12 midday (Watahuna Ave 
opposite the oval) 

Saturday 23 Working bee Gate 8 Area 9 between Cup Gum Track and Blackwater Dam: 
woody weeds 

 
 

********************************** 
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Office bearers: Any queries on Friends activities, please contact your office bearers, general queries to 
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  
 
President: Peter Watton (M) 0427 010 949, Email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au    
 
Vice President & Correspondence Secretary: Jim Spiker (M) 0430 247 705,  
Email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  
 
Treasurer & Minute Secretary: Donella Peters, (H) 8339 5639 (M) 0407 417 247,  
10 Boomerang Cres, Aldgate, 5154. Email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  
 
Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes (H) 8388 2297 (M) 0427 841 425, Email: 
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  
 
Membership Officer: Lorraine Billett (H) 8278 6623 (M) 0427 093 839, Email: lfbmrb@adam.com.au  
 
Bird Banding Coordinator: Don Reid (H) 8388 2123 (M) 0488 174 992,  
Email: dre00249@bigpond.net.au   
 
Working Bees: Peter Watton (contact details above), Jenny Dawes (contact details above), John Wamsley 
(M) 0407 716 074, Email: john@johnwamsley.com & Glenn Giles (M) 0413 615 514, Email: 
gilesgd81@gmail.com  
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