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The President’s words: 

I imagine I am not alone in my frustration at driving through the hills and coming across piles 

of rubbish that someone has snuck out overnight and dumped on the roadside or, worse, 

tipped over the edge of an embankment so that it is that much more difficult for someone else 

to retrieve. 

 

The area around Scott Creek CP 

seems to attract more than its share 

of rubbish dumping, being relatively 

out of the way, without much in the 

way of street lighting and with just a 

sparse scattering of houses. In 

particular, dumping frequently takes 

place along Frith Road, Dorset Vale 

road near the Almanda Mine car 

park and Mount Bold Road. 

 

Mostly this is simply someone 

trying to get out of paying the 

dumping fee or who can’t be 

bothered making the effort to go to 

the local waste and recycling centre.  

 

There are also those who are illegally cultivating Marijuana and want to dispose of their old 

pots, or building renovators who don’t want to go through the trouble of dealing with 

asbestos correctly. Some people don’t think they are doing any harm dumping green waste, 

but often this results in weeds growing along the edge of the road or spreading into the park.  

 

There are also the plain lazy and unthinking people who visit the park and decide it is easier 

to drop their can or drink bottle and the food wrapper or chip packet in the park, or out the 

window of their car, than take it home to dispose of properly.  

 

Ultimately, however, these are selfish and inconsiderate people who decide to make their 

problem everyone’s problem.  

Rubbish dumped from Mount Bold Road roadside down 

the slope towards the park 



 

There is a very well-known, internationally accepted way of minimising impacts on the 

natural areas we visit called Leave No Trace and, when we visit these areas, we should take 

nothing but photos and leave nothing but footprints. 

 

As a community, we need to be on the lookout for these offenders, and not be afraid to report 

them, though I wouldn’t recommend approaching or confronting them. Similarly, if you see 

rubbish dumped on the roadside, report it to the local council so that they can arrange to have 

it removed, and don’t assume that someone else has already done so. I find that the longer a 

pile of rubbish remains there, the more it is likely to attract more rubbish dumping.  

 

Many local councils provide a free hard waste collection service to residences, once or twice 

a year. Scott Creek CP sits in between the Adelaide Hills and Onkaparinga Councils, which 

both provide this free service. 

 

The EPA has also developed a litter reporting app and website to give power to people who 

see someone committing a littering offence. Go to https://www.dobinalitterer.sa.gov.au/  

(or via the free app) to report cases of littering from vehicles, but make sure you don’t use 

your mobile phone to take photos while you are driving.  

 

 

Peter Watton 

President FOSCCP 

********************************** 

In the last edition of Bandicoot Tails, we didn’t quite get a fairly important identification 

detail as clear as we could have. In Petra Hanke’s talk at the AGM titled “Tails of Brown 

and Blue – the secret life of an Aussie Battler”, she explained how to identify the Superb 

Fairy-wren gender. If a Superb Fairy-wren’s plumage is blue and black, it is a male (in 

breeding plumage; and his bill is black then too). If the plumage of a Superb Fairy-wren is 

brown, look at the bill. If the bill is black (or partly black), the Superb Fairy-wren is a male. 

If the bill is orange-brown, it could be an adult female, an immature female or an immature 

male. In most immature male Superb Fairy-wrens, the bill has turned at least partly black by 

the bird’s first winter; however in some males, the change does not take place before the end 

of their first year. We apologise for any confusion. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**********************************  

https://www.dobinalitterer.sa.gov.au/


Contractor work being undertaken in the park: 

 

Last Bandicoot Tails I advised that we had submitted two new grant applications, to follow-

up and extend previous work. As they say, you win some, you lose some. This time we were 

successful in our application for the $5,000 AMLR Community NRM Action Grant 2017-18 

for contractor woody weed control in Blechnum Creek and Scott Creek.  

 

We were unsuccessful with our application for a DEWNR on-park Volunteer Support Grant 

2017-18 for woody weed control in Derwentia Creek, Kangaroo Gully and Helipad Hill, and 

Bridal Creeper control in the Panhandle. We were advised that “a large number of 

applications were received”, so hopefully the decision was simply a case of trying to spread 

the thin funding around. We will need to decide whether to divert other funds to continue this 

follow up weed control, but will certainly try again next year.  

 

The Scott Creek Conservation Park Work Plan prepared by Mark Fagan, NR AMLR District 

Officer, and Kat Hill, NRM Volunteer Support Officer, under the Natural Resources 

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Land Management Program, has been approved. This will 

provide funding for contractor work of $25,000 per year, for the next three years, in key areas 

of the park. 

 

The map below shows the broad areas targeted for work under this plan. 

 

 
 

 

 

**********************************  



Working Bees: 

 

The Hands On Team (that’s right, we are HOT!) had a very productive summer bush 

gardening season, although we did miss a couple of sessions due to fire bans on our 

scheduled working bee days.  

 

A couple of highlights were removing two patches of Erica in the Greenhood Track and Fox 

Bog areas, removing Sollya, Erica and Boneseed over a large area of Panhandle north 

working up to the mushroom houses, and follow-up woody weed control through some other 

broad areas of the park. Rick has also made a major dent drilling and filling a patch of Olives 

he spotted in Blue Gum Flat not far from the roadside. 

 

Summer is the peak Blackberry control season and Peter and Glenn spent some extra time in 

the park doing follow-up spraying in Greenhood and Derwentia Creeks, an area east of 

Almanda Valley, alongside Mineshaft Track, Kangaroo Gully, a couple of spots adjacent to 

Gurr Road, alongside Twisted Chimney Track and Currawong Gully in Fern Gully north.  

 

Peter also made a start on spraying out the large patch of Blackberry that has been quickly 

spreading and taking over the open area south of the Crossroads down near Fern Creek. 

While this patch is well used by local birds, there is no evidence of it being used for nesting 

or of its use by Southern Brown Bandicoots, and there is plenty of dense native habitat 

immediately adjacent to it. This patch is also a direct source of seed dispersal to many of the 

nearby creeklines. 

 

 

 
 

 

********************************** 



Bird Banding Notes: 

 

The last three months saw us working at 6 sites. A couple of days were missed by weather, 

when the temperature forecast was too high. 

 

3 December  Mineshaft Track. 12 captures inc. 1 recapture. 6 species. 

An average capture rate for this site. The one recapture was of a recently banded bird. 

16-17 December Derwentia site. 26 captures with 1 recapture. 8 species. 

We were concerned with access to this site as the track is still very gullied after last 

year’s weather. However, there were no problems.  The lack of recaptures probably 

relates to the fact that we haven’t worked here for 18 months, due to weather and 

track problems. The one bird recaptured was a 3+ Superb Fairy-wren. 

7 January  Gate 9.  10 captures 3 recaptures. 7 species.  

This site is normally a good birding site, but this time the locals were reluctant to co-

operate with us. However, the birds we visited with again were both long-term 

inhabitants; two Superb Fairy-wrens aged 6+, which is a mature age for this species. 

20 January  Gate 3 Crossroads. 8 captures inc. 2 recaptures. 5 species. 

The previous day had been cancelled due to hot weather and we are at the height of 

summer. Most of the avifauna were flying in the treetops, well above our nets. One 

recapture was of note, a 4+ Buff-rumped Thornbill. This is the least-caught thornbill 

species and any age data is welcome. 

3-4 February  Gate 4, Gurr Road. 37 captures inc. 4 recaptures. 12 species. 

This site did us proud again and kept us busy. The number of species was notable, as 

was the total of 7 Golden Whistler netted. This was an exceptional number for this 

species. One of these birds was aged at 12+ years, our oldest Whistler by far, and a 

bird we hadn’t seen since 2015. Seven White-browed Scrub-wrens were also 

captured, all new birds. Our ‘Methuselah” (14+) didn’t put in an appearance. 

17-18 February Kangaroo Gully. 21 captures inc. 3 recaptures. 10 species. 

We saw our usual good number of Red-browed Finches. The oldest recapture was a 

3+ Brown Thornbill. 

 

We have a committed new recruit. Paul 

Scargetta met us at the gate 3 Crossroads 

several months ago while walking through 

the park, in training, he tells us, for some 

rugged country hiking in Tasmania later that 

year. He stayed the rest of the morning and 

has attended most of our banding days since. 

Welcome aboard, Paul.  

 

I should also mention Lara Copus, Peter 

Watton’s niece, with her mother, Barbara. 

She has been attending regularly for some 

time and has become skilled in removing 

birds from nets and carrying out the 

subsequent measuring. We have a younger 

generation coming on.  

 

Don Reid 
 

  

This spectacular Spotted Pardalote is a rare 

netting, banded at Kangaroo Gully in February 



Photo Gallery: 

 

  

The Friends have been lucky 

enough to have a number of 

close encounters with Yellow-

tailed Black Cockatoos this 

summer.  

 

Photos here show them feeding 

on their natural food in the park, 

Banksia marginata (Silver 

Banksia) in Kangaroo Gully 

(above) and Hakea rostrata 

(Beaked Hakea) in Blechnum 

Creek (right) (photos by Jim), 

and on the introduced Pinus 

halepensis (Aleppo Pine) at 

Mount Osmond (below). 



  

Juvenile Bearded Dragon, one of three seen 

together at Kangaroo Gully during bird banding 

The stunning Dipodium roseum (Pink 

Hyacinth Orchid) provides a flash of 

colour in the park over summer 

A Sleepy Lizard (Shingleback, Stumpy-tail) 

feasting on dried Fungi 

Garden Skink amongst the leaf litter 

Not everyone’s cup of tea, but a beautifully 

coloured Badge Huntsman none-the-less 



Some Butterflies… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…and some Moths (next page)  

Feel free to pass on names to me; I haven’t had time to try to find them. At this stage all I 

have is the Satin Green Forester and the Horehound Plume Moth for the first two. 

Painted Lady 

Meadow Argus Common Grass-blue 

Common Brown (female) Common Brown (male) 

Marbled Xenica (male) 



 



BIRD WEEK on NORFOLK ISLAND November 2017 

 

There is nothing like a trip out of your comfort zone to make you appreciate home. However 

there is something enticing about getting up and going to a place you have never been. I’ve 

always been a bit fascinated by those advertisements in Australian Birdlife magazine for a 

week of intensive Birding and Norfolk Island Bird-week looked like a really good deal – and 

that’s the way it turned out too. 

 

Anne and I packed our ‘ready-for-anything’ gear and took off for Sydney and then Air NZ to 

Norfolk Island. We were thoroughly beagle-checked for contraband bananas when we arrived 

and then bussed to our hotel. The first bird sighted in this mid-Pacific island was a California 

Quail and partners which promptly disappeared by the time I unpacked the camera. 

 

Bird-week on Norfolk Island (NI) is headed up by Margaret Christian, a local legend, when it 

comes to conservation and birding on NI. Together with a well-organized team we 

experienced a great balance of excursions and free time. The package deal included the hire 

of a small, slightly weird, Toyota with a tricky foot operated handbrake – don’t think too hard 

about that. The car meant that we could drive 49.9 kilometres in a straight line in any 

direction. 50 km would place you somewhere in salt water. 

 

About now I should report that the island is beautiful and worth doing just for the scenery, 

food, history and universally polite people – who (I hope) were not offended when I did not 

wave back when passing on the road. 

 

OK so what about the birds? One of my birding frustrations is the microscopic detail one is 

expected to notice when spotting a sea-bird on the wing way over there in the middle of a 

mob of other similar aviatry. (Don won’t like that word; I just made it up.) Fortunately there 

are enough endemic forest birds on NI to make me feel more in my comfort zone for 

recognizing them. 

 

We were naturally 

supplied with the 

standard bird list for 

NI. The target bird to 

see was the NI Green 

Parrot. We would 

call it a lorikeet in 

SA. It’s been on the 

threatened species 

list, but dedicated 

work by Margaret 

and others has seen 

its numbers grow 

appreciably. On a 

single island, you 

stand a better chance 

of seeing one of the 

known 80 – the guess is that there is now about 3 times that number and growing. Saw it, 

photographed it. 

 



In the dense rainforest areas it is a real challenge to detect. Seeing it is helped by its pretty 

noisy behaviour. It loves chewing on some of the local palm-type plants which are green with 

red berries – a perfect camouflage. We did manage to see it several times the best place being 

in the Botanic Gardens. 

 

Other more common 

birds seen were the 

Pacific Robin which is 

a cousin of our Scarlet 

Robin. The boys are 

similar to ours but the 

females are much 

browner and as the 

photo shows, a less 

showy chest colour. 

 

The Golden Whistlers 

are quite di-morphic 

and look much like the 

female versions we 

have in SCCP. The 

song obviously comes 

through a similar internal throat noise-box but is a variation in tune to ours. They are known 

locally as ‘Tamey’s’ because they can be easily called up and, well, they are sticky beaks. 

They are only outdone in tameness by the Grey Fantails which almost trip you up in their 

enthusiasm for the little flying things we disturb as we walk through the forest. 

 

I should say a bit about shore and sea birds. There was one lonely Kelp Gull trying to keep up 

appearances. They are not endemic and this one must have got mixed up in some big winds. 

The most obvious bird around NI is the White Tern. It has to be the worst provider of secure 

accommodation for its’ young of any bird. This is Norfolk Island and the dominant tree is, 

you guessed it, Norfolk 

Pine. (Ask me sometime 

how you can tell the age 

of a Norfolk Pine.) The 

White Tern selects a 

branch up there about 

the place where your 

neck begins to hurt as 

you look up and…lays 

an egg there. Rumor has 

it that there is some 

sticky stuff arranged so 

neither it nor the later 

hatched bundle of down 

chick doesn’t get blown 

off.  Evidence is in the 

next photo: 

 



The Black Noddys are classic over-caterers. There is a place called the ‘Hundred Acre Wood’ 

(no sign of Eeyore nor thistles.) where these noisy birds sound like a pub-bar on a Friday 

after work. They are efficient at fishing but not estimating size. In fact the forest floor has 

many bits of fish scattered around because the finny things they bring back for their young 

are too big to fit down the little throats. 

 

We spent a couple of very cold hours one night trying to entice the very rare Morpork Owl 

(we call the similar thing here a Boobook) to come and play duet with the recorded call the 

ranger was broadcasting. We heard a few responses in the distance. 

 

There were lots more birds, some very friendly people, some real local heroes we met on the 

conservation side and we managed to avoid all free-roaming cattle on the roads. We came 

back thinking it’s the kind of place we could visit again. There is a project needed on banding 

the Whistlers that interests me. It’s a bit far for a weekend excursion but well worth the trip. 

 

Jim Spiker 

 

********************************** 

 

 

A couple more photos:  

Two masters of the art of 

camouflage – a Stick Insect 

(Margin-winged?) to the 

right and Swamp Darner 

dragonfly below. 



Biocontrol for English Broom: 

 

Over the past few months, a few of our group have spotted some strange growth on English 

Broom in the park. This is formed by the English Broom Gall Mite (Aceria genistae). 

 

These are now widely established throughout the 

Adelaide Hills area, after an extensive distribution effort 

started in 2009/2010 by DEWNR/NRM and SARDI 

staff, as well as many enthusiastic volunteers. 

   

Although the mites themselves are tiny (0.2mm), you 

can easily see the galls that are produced in response to 

their feeding on plants of English Broom (Cytisus 

scoparius).  The mites also live inside the lumpy galls, 

which appear along the stems where buds would 

normally produce leaves and flowers. With a dense 

furry coating, the galls often appear grey in colour and 

can range in size from a few millimetres to 4cm in 

diameter, with each one able to harbour hundreds of 

mites.  

 

For such miniscule organisms, the gall mites are proving 

to be very good dispersers, with some galls appearing several hundred metres away from 

original release sites. Visible galls have even appeared where prior releases were thought to 

have been unsuccessful.  

 

The SARDI Entomology Weed Biocontrol team 

collected data looking at the impact of the English 

Broom Gall Mite on flower and seed production of the 

weed. Although this is part of a long term study, it was 

obvious very early on that the gall mite is the most 

promising biological control agent for English Broom 

South Australia has ever had. It is heartening to see 

some plants at many sites completely covered with galls.   

 

If galls are present on English Broom plants that are 

likely to be controlled (cut and swabbed, sprayed or 

mowed) in the near future, it can be worth moving the 

infected plant material to other nearby English Broom 

infestations to make use of the mites.  

 

Fact sheets for the biological control of English broom 

are available on the Biosecurity SA website: 

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/145595/Fact_Sheet_English_broom.pdf  

or refer to The guide to Weed Biological Control in South Australia: 

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/188324/Weed_Biocontrol_Control_SE

CTION_2_Web.pdf 

 

  

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/145595/Fact_Sheet_English_broom.pdf
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/188324/Weed_Biocontrol_Control_SECTION_2_Web.pdf
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/188324/Weed_Biocontrol_Control_SECTION_2_Web.pdf


Calendar of Environmental Events coming up: 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 March 2018 is World Wildlife Day 

Organisation: United Nations, Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES)  

This special day in the UN calendar will be celebrated 

under the theme of big cats. “Big cats: predators under 

threat” is the slogan announced by CITES Secretariat, the UN General Assembly designated 

facilitator of this global event.  

 

https://www.cites.org/eng/news/pr/100_days_until_UN_World_Wildlife_Day_2018_231120

17  

World Wildlife Day History: 

World Wildlife Day seeks to celebrate the world's plants and animals while raising awareness 

of issues that impact wildlife. Wildlife refers to all undomesticated native plants and animals 

of a region. The day also serves to highlight issues such as urbanization, poaching, pollution 

and destruction of wildlife habitat and the ways that humans can contribute to conservation 

efforts.  

https://www.wincalendar.com/World-Wildlife-Day  

Editor’s note: It should be mentioned that, when referring to big cats under threat, they are 

not talking about the feral cats that roam Australia! 

 

Sunday 4
th

 March 2018 is Clean Up Australia Day 

https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the President’s Words for some thoughts on 

littering in Australia and around the park. 

 

 

https://www.cites.org/eng/news/pr/100_days_until_UN_World_Wildlife_Day_2018_23112017
https://www.cites.org/eng/news/pr/100_days_until_UN_World_Wildlife_Day_2018_23112017
https://www.wincalendar.com/World-Wildlife-Day
https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 21
st
 March is International Day of Forests 

Organisation: Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations  

The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 

March the International Day of Forests (IDF) in 2012. 

The Day celebrates and raises awareness of the 

importance of all types of forests. On each International 

Day of Forests, countries are encouraged to undertake 

local, national and international efforts to organize 

activities involving forests and trees, such as tree planting campaigns. The theme for each 

International Day of Forests is chosen by the Collaborative Partnership on Forests. The theme 

for 2018 is Forests and Sustainable Cities.  

http://www.fao.org/international-day-of-forests/en/ 

 

Thursday 22
nd

 March is World Water Day 

This year’s theme – Nature for Water – explores how 

we can use nature to overcome the water challenges of 

the 21st century. 

Environmental damage, together with climate change, is 

driving the water-related crises we see around the 

world. Floods, drought and water pollution are all made 

worse by degraded vegetation, soil, rivers and lakes. 

When we neglect our ecosystems, we make it harder to 

provide everyone with the water we need to survive and 

thrive. 

Nature-based solutions have the potential to solve many of our water challenges. We need to 

do so much more with ‘green’ infrastructure and harmonize it with ‘grey’ infrastructure 

wherever possible. Planting new forests, reconnecting rivers to floodplains, and restoring 

wetlands will rebalance the water cycle and improve human health and livelihoods. 

http://worldwaterday.org/  

 

http://www.fao.org/international-day-of-forests/en/
http://worldwaterday.org/


Saturday 24
th

 March 8:30-9:30pm is Earth Hour 

Earth Hour launched in Sydney in 2007, with 

2.2 million people and 2,100 businesses 

participating in the ‘lights off’ event.  

What started as an Aussie idea is now 

celebrated in over 180 countries and 7,000 

cities and towns worldwide. The symbolic hour 

has grown into the world’s largest grassroots 

movement for the environment, with beyond-

the-hour projects and initiatives happening 

throughout the year. Earth Hour is a great 

Aussie home-grown success: designed to draw 

attention to tackling global warming and get 

people talking about what we can do to help. 

Earth Hour as a global movement has seen remarkable results. In 2015, the world came 

together to bridge our differences in a landmark global agreement in Paris to tackle climate 

change. We have seen 3.4 million hectares of marine parks protected in Argentina, an Earth 

Hour Forest in Uganda established, and a ban on plastic bags in the Galapagos Islands. Every 

individual voice, in chorus with the world during Earth Hour, has created an unstoppable 

momentum for our planet. 

In Australia, Earth Hour is something that really brings communities together, with 1 in every 

4 Aussies taking part. In 2017, millions of Australians took part in Earth Hour to show their 

support for a low pollution, clean energy future.  

Switch off for Earth Hour on Saturday, 24 March 2018, 8.30 pm local time.  

https://earthhour.org.au/home/ 

 

Sunday 22
nd

 April is Earth Day 

Sunday 22 April 2018 - Earth Day is a day that is intended to 

inspire awareness and appreciation for the Earth's natural 

environment. 

Earth Day Network's year-round mission is to broaden, 

diversify and activate the environmental movement 

worldwide, through a combination of education, public 

policy, and consumer campaigns. 

The first Earth Day, on April 22, 1970, activated 20 million 

Americans from all walks of life and is widely credited with 

launching the modern environmental movement. The passage 

of the landmark Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act and many other 

groundbreaking environmental laws soon followed.  

Growing out of the first Earth Day, Earth Day Network (EDN) works with over 22,000 

partners in 192 countries to broaden, diversify and mobilize the environmental movement. 

More than 1 billion people now participate in Earth Day activities each year, making it the 

largest civic observance in the world. 

https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/earth-day#.WnGAJssUmpo 

A World without Plastic Pollution: 

From poisoning and injuring marine life to disrupting human hormones, from littering our 

beaches and landscapes to clogging our waste streams and landfills, the exponential growth 

of plastics is now threatening the survival of our planet. 

In response, Earth Day 2018 will focus on fundamentally changing human attitude and 

behavior about plastics and catalyzing a significant reduction in plastic pollution.  

https://earthhour.org.au/home/
https://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/earth-day#.WnGAJssUmpo
https://earthhour.org.au/content/images/images/More/Logos/EARTH_HOUR_LOGO_sm.jpg
http://www.earthday.org/


Our strategy to End Plastic Pollution will:  

 Lead and support the adoption of a global framework to regulate plastic pollution 

 Engage corporations to become trailblazers in the reduction of plastic pollution 

 Educate and mobilize citizens across the globe to demand action from governments 

and corporations to control and diminish plastic pollution 

 Activate citizen to take personal responsibility for the plastic pollution that each one 

of us generates by choosing to reject, reduce, reuse and recycle plastics 

 Promote the work that cities and local governments are doing to tackle plastic 

pollution 

 Empower journalists across the globe to report on the problem and its emerging 

solutions. 

In sum, we will use the power of Earth Day to elevate the issue of plastic pollution in the 

global agenda and inspire and demand effective action to reduce and control it. 

https://www.earthday.org/earthday/ 

 

Thursday 10
th

 to Friday 18
th

 May is World Parks Week 

Parks Week 2017 was a huge success with hundreds of 

organisations across Australia and New Zealand holding 

events to celebrate the vital role parks play in creating 

liveable cities and thriving communities. The week saw 

councils and other organisations on both sides of the Tasman 

running engaging events to raise awareness on the value of 

parks and open spaces, and to get people out of their living rooms and enjoying the outdoors.  
This year we want to make Parks Week even bigger and spread the word: 

 Visiting parks is good for your physical and mental well-being. 

 Healthy parks are an essential ingredient for healthy people. 

 Parks support health and well-being, enhance the ability to cope with and recover 

from illness and injury and help to reduce the risk of chronic disease. 

 Parks build stronger and connected communities by providing places where people 

come together for leisure. 

 Parks provide environmental benefits to our cities. 

 

Monday 21
st
 to Sunday 27

th
 May is National Volunteer Week  

National Volunteer Week is an annual celebration to 

acknowledge the generous contribution of our nation’s 

volunteers. 

From 21–27 May 2018, thousands of events will be held 

across the country to say thank you to the 6 million Australians 

who volunteer their time.  

Volunteering Australia is also excited to announce our new 

National Volunteer Week theme: Give a little. Change a lot. 

This years’ theme represents the millions of volunteers who make a profound impact in their 

communities and on society, through giving a little time. 

https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/nvw/ 

Editor’s note: this is where we ask readers to consider helping out our Friends group and 

perhaps come along to one (or more) of our working bees or other activities and help in the 

preservation and restoration of Scott Creek Conservation Park. 

 

********************************** 

https://www.earthday.org/earthday/
https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/nvw/


Working bees meet at Gate 16 Almanda Car Park at 9.00am 
 

NOTE: WORKING BEES CANCELLED IF FIRE BAN OR SEVERE WEATHER 

WARNING/THUNDERSTORMS ANNOUNCED FOR MOUNT LOFTY RANGES. 

Working Bee Committee contact details at the end of newsletter. 
 

Month Date Activity Location 

MARCH    

Saturday, Sunday 3, 4 Bird banding Gate 20 Panhandle east Frith Road 7.00am 

Tuesday 6 Working bee Gate 15 Area 22 southern border: woody weeds 

Sunday 11 Working bee Gate 2 Area 22 north-east: Rose, woody weeds 

Saturday, Sunday 17, 18 Bird banding Gate 7 upper Bushrat north 7.00am 

Tuesday 20 Social Lunch 

All welcome! 

The Essence - Stirling, 12 midday (via lane 

between Gardiners Real Estate & children’s 

wear shop) 

Saturday 24 Working bee Gate 3 Areas 9, 10 & 11 Fern Gully eastern 

slopes: woody weeds 

Sunday 25 Excursion Laratinga Wetlands, Mt. Barker, 8.00am 

APRIL    

Tuesday 3 Working bee Gate 13 Area 13 Fern Gully west: Boneseed etc 

Sunday 8 Working bee Gate 13 Areas 15 & 18 upstream of Twisted 

Chimney: Boneseed, woody weeds 

Tuesday 10 General mtg 

All welcome! 

Cherry Gardens CFS, 294 Cherry Gardens Rd, 

7.30pm 

Saturday, Sunday 14, 15 Bird banding Gate 9 upper Fox Bog 7.00am 

Wednesday 18 Social Lunch 

All welcome! 

Joan’s Pantry - Hawthorndene, 12 midday 

(Watahuna Ave opposite the oval) 

Saturday 28 Working bee Gate 3 Areas 5 & 6, walk up Bushrat Creek to 

see what we can find post-fire regeneration 

MAY    

Tuesday 1 Working bee Gate 16 Area 22 & 25 Almanda Creek and 

Valley: getting ready for Almanda Showcase 

Saturday, Sunday 5, 6 Bird banding Gate 15 Mineshaft Track 7.00am 

Sunday 6 Almanda 

Showcase 

Open day and guided walks at Almanda 

Creek and Almanda Valley – 10am to 3pm 

Sunday 13 Working bee Gate 13 Area 15, mid-Stringybark Track: 

woody weeds 

Saturday, Sunday 19, 20 Bird banding Gate 3 Crossroads 7.30am 

Thursday 24 Social Lunch 

All welcome! 

Fred’s – Aldgate, 12 midday (220 Mt Barker 

Rd) 

Saturday 26 Working bee Gate 20 Area 32 Panhandle north: Broom 

Meeting at the Almanda car park for working bees enables everyone to be brought up-to-date with 

late changes to the programme. Bring a small back pack in case we are working further from the cars. 
 

 

**********************************  



Office bearers: Any queries on Friends activities, please contact your office bearers. 

 

President: Peter Watton (H) 8270 4354 (M) 0427 010 949, 11 Banes Road, Coromandel 

Valley, 5051. Email: peterw@treesforlife.org.au   

 

Vice President & Correspondence Secretary: Jim Spiker (M) 0430 247 705,  

42A Vancouver Avenue, Panorama 5041. Email: spikpics@internode.on.net 

 

Treasurer & Minute Secretary: Donella Peters, (H) 8339 5639 (M) 0407 417 247,  

10 Boomerang Cres, Aldgate, 5154. Email: dld@internode.on.net 

 

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes (H) 8388 2297 (M) 0427 841 425, Email: 

jdawes@chariot.net.au  

 

Membership Officer: Lorraine Billett (H) 8278 6623) (M) 0427 093 839, Email: 

lfbmrb@adam.com.au  

 

Bird Banding Coordinator: Don Reid (H) 8388 2123 (M) 0488 174 992,  

224 Mt. Bold Road, Bradbury, 5153. Email: dre00249@bigpond.net.au   

 

Working Bee Committee: Peter Watton (contact details above), Jenny Dawes (contact 

details above), John Wamsley (M) 0407 716 074, Email: john@johnwamsley.com & Glenn 

Giles (M) 0413 615 514, Email: gilesgd81@gmail.com  
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