
Newsletter of the Friends of Scott Creek 

Conservation Park 

No. 125, March-April, 2009 

The President's Words: 

At last, some rain. Having just returned from the Central Plateau area of Tasmania, where 
we had to spend 24 hours being battered by winds and rain inundating our camp site, 
( named Rising Damp Heights), this is a poor imitation but a lot more welcome than the 
timing of the former. The days that followed were warm, with innumerable lakes, tarns, 
creeks, rivers and no other souls in sight. 

The Clean-up Australia day working bee in the Park was a great success. Once again the 
MLR 4 Wheel Drive Club spent the day working in and around the park. After negotiating 
with the Onkaparinga Council to deliver a large skip to Gate 19, about twenty members 
organised teams which removed large quantities of old metal rubbish dumped many years 
before the park was proclaimed. They also removed many rolls of old fencing wire and 
the remains of "dope" (very pertinent) bags thrown over the side of Dorset Vale Road. 
We are very grateful for their efforts and enthusiasm and the fact they want to keep up 
the practise well into the future. My thanks also to Don and Sue for liaising and helping 
out on the day. 

Fox baiting will be starting again on the 9th of March and will continue for ten days. A 
few weeks ago I went out for a recce spotlighting for deer, as they too will be targeted in 
the near future. After seeing them and signs of them for many years, we did not sight one 
that night. We did see a cat, foxes and many, many rabbits including some very attractive 
black ones. A separate cull may be organised for these latter species. 

In the latest "Special Edition" of the DEH publication "Landscapes", one section called 
"Sustainable Growth" is given over to the current mining boom and how we can, 
apparently, have our cake and keep on digesting it for the foreseeable future. I have never 
really understood how the words sustainable and growth in the context of human 
activities, ever came into being. I would have thought all indications about our current 
growth and rush to exploit every last natural asset throughout the world, is anything but 
sustainable. This term is also used by everyone as if we are all of one accord as to what it 
actually means. 



Statements in Landscapes from a DEH Senior Environmental Officer stray boldly into the 
mire of corporate advocacy, when talking of a sand-mine north -west of Ceduna, "The 
mine will do wonders (not of the natural kind- Tom) for the town of Ceduna, have a 
significant impact on the state's economy, and fulfil a global market demand for zircon. 
The multiple-use framework for regional reserves encourages a variety of people with 
seemingly different interests to work together to achieve a sustainable solution that 
benefits everyone." There we go again- a sustainable solution and it is going to benefit 
EVERYONE. (including the wildlife?). The fact that quite a few square kilometres of old 
growth myall (some estimated to be 400 years old), mallee and chenopod shrubland will 
be bulldozed, killing or displacing all invertebrates, reptiles, birds and mammals is, 
surprisingly, omitted from this glowing endorsement. I imagine the perception could be 
that this may have a rather unsustainable impact on these ecosystems. The same 
Environmental Officer also says that DEH has"-- an excellent opportunity to work with 
mining companies to ensure that there are benefits for the environment." Of course a 

"vision" is always important and here it comes. "While mining and conservation haven't 
always seen eye to eye, creating solutions that reflect a shared vision can ensure great 
outcomes for both industry and the environment." Nobody lays claim to this last 
statement so perhaps even they were embarrassed by it. 

I fully appreciate the need for mining, but I find the selective avoidance of facts and 
harsh realities whilst generally "gilding the lily" with gushing enthusiasm, very 
disingenuous. Or maybe the meaning of Department FOR Environment and Heritage has 
just become lost on some. 

Back to the park where we have recently had some follow up spraying done on the 
blackberry in lower Bushrat Ck. The contractors were able to access this area for the first 
time, using the track that was reopened by DEH about a year ago. It makes working in 
this area much easier and saves considerable time and effort. We will be in here for many 
years as broom, blackberry and erica are currently the winning trifecta. 

The communication from James Crocker contains a couple of phone numbers which are 
worth recording if you are out and about and see any untoward activity. 

A reminder to those who have some photos they think may be suitable for the 2010 
calendar we are putting together. Please send them to either Don or myself by email or 
post so we can select from as many as possible. We already have a couple of hundred but 
keep them coming until we scream mercy. 

A Tribute to Yvonne Steed July 1947- February 2009 
Yvonne joined our Friends group many years ago when she was just starting to become 
involved in the world of conservation and bushcare. She was a very quick learner and, 
living in very close proximity to Mt George Conservation Park soon became one of the 
mainstays of that Group. Yvonne was always very well organised and systematic with a 
great ability to acquire grants and volunteer labour from all manner of unlikely sources. 
Mt George entered an era where great environmental gains were made and many sections 
of the Park transformed from their former weed infested state. Yvonne became the 



Project Officer for the Threatened Plant Action Group, a job in which she excelled on all 
fronts and where her refusal to take no for answer saw many new populations of 
threatened species added to the work load. Despite suffering many relapses with cancer, 
first diagnosed seventeen years ago, Yvonne was never anything less than cheerful and 
positive in all the time I knew her. Yvonne's legacy continues in all the conservation 
projects she undertook and in those she inspired along the way. 

Your Secretary's Corner: 

Twenty Years Coming Up: 
Our group will reach its twentieth milestone next year and, as Tom has intimated, we are 
planning a Calendar to commemorate the event. We have a lot of photos supplied to date, 
but these are mainly of flowers, birds and animals. We still require a few iconic (buzz 
word) photos of park scenes to flesh out our collection. If anyone has something that 
could be used in this category, please contact Tom, Don or Donna. WE a planning on 
having calendar preparation completed by September, to give plenty of time for its 
production and distribution. By our next 'Tails' we should have a good idea of the cost 
and will be looking for purchasing commitments, so we know how many to order. 
The Internet: 
Your secretary's Internet provider has had it's fair share of troubles in the last few weeks. 
Its service centre was closed down in Melbourne a month ago when its power supply 
blew up. It took several weeks to re-establish itself and now is suffering from an 
onslaught of Spam, probably due to the reprogramming it has had to do to re-establish its 
operations. Microsoft has 'banned' Hotkey until the Spam problem is fixed. I have lost 
several emails which were sent during the above troubles and have had difficulty in 
sending emails. This is by the way of apologising for the lateness of this 'Tails'. 
Hopefully, things can only get better! 
Troubles In The Parks: 
At the end of this 'Tails' is a copy of a letter sent to all Friends groups in the Southern 
Lofty District, discussing the role of volunteers when seeing inappropriate behaviour in a 
National park or Conservation Park. Civil arrests are NOT on the agenda! 

Bird banding: 
My apologies to all those who were expecting to band this last weekend 914-15 March). 
Your organised sent in his annual report to the S.A. Wildlife Ethics Committee two 
weeks ago and was promptly reminded by their administrator that oue Ethics Committee 
permit had expired. This happened during my internet problems (see above) and I 
missed their reminder message. We have to put in a new application every three years 
and our time was up. By the time I could get the new application organised trhe soonest it 
could be appraised was this coming Thursday (18th

. March) and I was advised that any 
activity before new approval would not be a good idea. The Committee administrator has 
been most helpful in getting the new proposal in an acceptable form but banding last 
week was a no-no. Thanks to Tom for advising the banding fraternity about the 
cancellation. 

We have several weekends to report on since the last newsletter. 



They are: 
20/21 December 
17/81 January 
14/15 February 

Scott Creek 
Gate 9 site 
Derwentia Ck. 

33 birds 
38 
24 

9 recaptures 
6 
5 

The most notable recaptures were two 4+ Whitebrowed Scrubwrens at Scott Creek, a 6+ 
Golden Whistler female at Gate 9, three 4+ Scrubwrens at the same locality and one 4+ 
Scrubwren at Derwentia. 

We will hold our next session at Kangaroo Gully. After the recent rains there should be a 
reasonable amount of germination. After a two year break from this area, due to the 
bumoff there, it will be interesting to see what has returned to this area and if any of its 
earlier inhabitants remain. 

FRIENDS OF SCOTT CREEK CONSERVATION PARK 
Programme 2007-2008 

(all working bees start at 9.00am) 

Note that any of the activities below will be cancelled if the day is proclaimed a Fire 
Ban Day in the Mt. Lofty Ranges. 

Month Activity Location 
Date 

March 28 Saturday Working Bee Cotoneaster, gorse, etc., S. of Gate 21 
April 7 Tuesday Working Bee Boneseed, briar, broom, etc., Stockvard, Gate 20 

10 Easter Walk Meet Gate 3 ,  9.30 am. 
12 Sunday Working Bee Watsonia, Erica, lower Viminaria Ck., 

G5(trailer) 
18, 19 Bird banding Kangaroo Gully or gate 3 Crossroads, depending 

on regeneration at the Gully, 6.30 am. 
2 5 Saturday Working Bee Broom, Tree Lucerne, old school site 

May 5 Tuesday Working Bee Boneseed S & W of Blackwater Dam 
10 Sunday Working Bee Broom & Erica between Gates 8 and 9 

16,1 7 Bird banding Gate4 
23 Saturday Working Bee Erica, N side Fem Gully 

June 2 Tuesday Working Bee Broom, etc. , Scott Ck. N of carpark 
14 Sunday Working Bee Broom N of foot track, Panhandle; enter G 23 
20, 21 Bird banding Gate 11 
27 Saturday Working Bee Watsonia; enter G7 (Diggers & trailer) 

July 7 Tuesday Working Bee TBA 
12 Sunday Working Bee TBA 
18,19 Bird banding Gate9 
26 Saturday Working Bee TBA 



John Butler asks that anyone attending working bees and going direct to site rather 
than to the meeting area at Gate 19, give the organiser a call the day or so before, in 
case of a change in plans. 
As a safety measure when working in the park, consider carrying a switched on mobile 
phone if you have one, with John's 0427 164 290 or Tom's 0417 869 349 numbers 
stored. Let John & Tom know your mobile No. 

We have several two-way radios for members use. These are also available at working 
bees. 

Officebearers: 
Any queries on Friends activities, please contact your office bearers. 
President Tom Hands 8388 2150 RMB 691, Cherry Gardens, 5157 

Secretary 

Treasurer 
5051 

Email: almanda@bigpond.com 
Don Reid 8388 2123 RMB 104, Bradbury, 5153 

Email: minhist@triplei.net.au 
John Thompson 8388 2387 P.O. Box 426, Blackwood , 

Saturday Working Bee Coordinator: 
Peter Charles 8377 1749 74 Lascelles Avenue, Warradale, 

5046 
Email: charpet@ozemail.com 

Tuesday/Sunday Working Bees Coordinator: 
John Butler 8278 2773 5 Trevelyan Court, Coromandel 

Valley, 5051 
Email: jhbutler@sa.chariot.net.au: 

Friends Website: http/homepages. picknowl.com.au/-dld/default.htm 



DEH 78/0352 

Date: Wednesday, 7 January 2009 

Friends of Scott Creek CP, 
Don Reid 
RMB 104 Mt Bold 
BRADBURY 5153 

Dear Don Reid, 

Re: Support for compliance in the parks of the Southern Lofty District 

Our urban and semi-urban parks are popular places for people to recreate, and it is 
pleasing that people value them strongly for this. However, it is also recognized that 
some people choose to use them for activities which are offences under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (the Act). 

The issue of compliance (with the legislation) within the District's parks was raised at a 
recent meeting between Southern Lofty District Friends of Parks presidents and DEH 
regional managers, with particular reference to how compliance could be improved and 
how volunteers could assist DEH with compliance operations. 

Firstly, it must be recognized that compliance activities can be dangerous, and over the 
past few years there have been several instances of both staff and volunteers being 
abused or assaulted whilst attempting to advise of or enforce the conditions of park use. 
It is therefore timely to discuss the role and safety of volunteers in relation to this issue. 

One of the suggestions the District has received is for volunteers to assist by gathering 
information about the time, place and nature of a suspected offence, along with a 
description of the offender. We already have a number of volunteers and community 
members providing us with information regarding offences they have observed, which 
we use to target the location and timing of our compliance activities. 

In support this suggestion, and would certainly welcome the information provided 
however I can not stress enough that your own safety is of primary importance. If 
gathering information, please do not approach anyone committing an offence, or 
undertake any action that could place you at risk, for example taking their photograph 
whilst they can see you. 

If you observe a serious offence please contact the District Duty Officer for immediate 
response (1300 650 411 quote pager# 465283) or provide information to your Liaison 
ranger of the District Office (8130 9051 ). 

It is also worth noting that all rangers in the Southern Lofty District are wardens under 
the Act and actively contribute to compliance activities. I can also advise that this year 
we will be implementing a Dog Walking Compliance Strategy, targeting non-compliance 
in relation to dogs both within and outside of our traditional work hours, across most of 
the parks in the District. 



I thank all our volunteers for the passion and dedication you demonstrate to the 
environmental and heritage values of the Southern Lofty District. Support for compliance 
activities in our parks is only one of many ways you may choose to assist; please do not 
feel compelled to undertake this activity, it is completely your choice. 

Please discuss any further ideas or concerns regarding this issue with your liaison 
warden. 

Regards 

James Crocker 
DISTRICT RANGER 


