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The President’s Words:  
 
 
With this exceptional break to the season, I’m sure everyone will be thinking of the long dormant 
weed seeds now beginning to emerge. At the same time, the urge to rush out to the next working 
bee is no doubt taking hold - hang on to that feeling as we’ve still got a way to go. 
 
Dene Cordes retired recently after forty years in the Public Service and at least twenty years as 
the Manager of the Community Liaison Branch. Dene has worked tirelessly and very effectively 
to build up the now statewide network of Friends of Parks Groups. I doubt if even Dene could 
have envisioned just how successful this initiative would be. There are now over one hundred and 
twenty Friends Groups and the resultant environmental, historical and cultural benefits are 
immeasurable. Added to that is the wonderful camaraderie, built up over many years, within and 
between Friends Groups. Thankyou Dene, for your unflagging support and belief in the value of 
our work, we wish you a very long, no doubt productive, and happy retirement. 
 
We have recently applied for an Envirofund Grant for about $25,000, which would be put to use 
in four creeklines and their catchments. A big vote of thanks goes to Tim Jury from the 
Threatened Plant Action Group, who put the bulk of the application together with some help from 
yours truly. It is a fairly onerous task and I can imagine many groups feeling daunted by the sheer 
volume of attendant paperwork. Lets hope for some good news later in the year. 
 
John Butler, who was nominated for Glen Osmond Rotary Club Volunteer of the Year Award, 
has now been short listed for that award and we will find out at a dinner and presentation night on 
May 14th. It would be a very fitting tribute to John who has contributed so much in time, on 
ground effort and dedication over the past twelve years. John’s mapping and comprehensive 
database of all pest plant infestations, has made planning and prioritising their eradication a 
(relatively) easy task. As we are getting toward two thousand –2000!- of these sites, it is finally 
getting beyond our failing memories as to where they all are and how long it has been since they 
were visited.  
 
In that vein, during the last Tuesday working bee, we discovered two brand new sites of boneseed 
next door to which that old perennial, erica. Both were large, old growth infestations and whilst 
most of the boneseed was eradicated, quite a deal of erica remains - on borrowed time. It also 
made us realise that there is still some exploring to do which is really the fun part of the exercise. 
The previous Saturday Working Bee may well have been a damp squib, but five of us did enjoy 
the three hours of broom removal and 50ml of rain (seemingly) that fell in that time. Our latest 
recruit John Bartlett, being a hardy bushwalker, was unfazed and barring pneumonia, hopes to 
return soon 



We have had a very generous donation from ElectraNet, which will go toward building some nest 
boxes, a PDA (a GPS and mapping system for field use) which has already proven it’s worth. The 
remaining funds will be put toward contract bushcare work. Some of you may have seen the 
article in the Courier Mail covering the Clean-up Aust Day initiative in the Park; it was good to 
see all the people and companies involved and who made the day a success, get the recognition 
they deserved.  
 
 
Birdbanding: 
 
As Don is away I will give the update on the previous Bird Bandings. The Scott Ck / Mackereth 
Cottage weekend was a great success with 40 birds banded on Saturday and twenty on Sunday. 
Saturday was a fairly frenetic time but we did not quite reach the “ring and fling” stage. A 4+ 
male wren was recaptured and a pair of Golden Whistlers - we made it their aluminium 
anniversary. Derwentia Valley was a far more sedate affair with sixteen caught in all. We did get 
to watch a very beautiful male Mistletoe bird eating some native cherry fruit and a female Robin 
was also banded. 
 
Our next banding is scheduled for Kangaroo Gully which has mostly been burnt out in the latest 
“asset protection” burn. It will still be worth going ahead as we have been banding there for many 
years and the opportunistic sightings and comparative data from now on will be important. 
 The burn was much more extensive than I was led to believe and my major concern is the 
follow-up pest plant control. It will be crucial for DEH to maintain on ground work over the next 
three years if the integrity of the intact remnant vegetation is to return. Boneseed, Erica and 
Acacia longifolia are all problems in this area and a lot of our work could be undone unless 
sufficient resources are directed at this and the Gate 7 sites.                         
 

 
FRIENDS OF SCOTT CREEK CONSERVATION PARK 

Programme 2007 
 

Month 
  Date 

Activity Location 

May 1st. Tuesday Working Bee Broom S. of Gate 24, Thorley Road 
 10th Business Meeting Thompson’s 7.30 pm 
 13th Sunday Working Bee Watsonia S. of Gate 6 
 19th.-20th. Bird banding Kangaroo Gully, 7.30 am 
 26th. Saturday Working Bee TBA 
June 5th. Tuesday Working Bee TBA 
 10th. Sunday Working Bee TBA 
 14th. Business meeting Location TBA 
 16th.-17th. Bird banding Gate 9, 7.30 am. 
 23rd. Saturday Working Bee TBA 
 30th. Bird banding Gate 3 Crossroads, 7.30 am. 
July 1st. Bird banding Gate 3 Crossroads, 7.30 am. 
 3rd. Tuesday Working Bee TBA 
 8th. Sunday Working Bee TBA 
 14th.-15th. Bird banding Gate 7, 7.30 am. 

 



John Butler asks that anyone attending any of the above working bees and 
going direct to site rather than to the meeting area at gate 19, give the 
organiser a call the day or so before, in case of a change in plans. 
 
 

Subscriptions: A gentle reminder that subscriptions are now payable. The cost is $10, 
for single or family membership. John Thompson will be happy to receive your 
payment. 

 
Officebearers: 

  Any queries on Friends activities, please contact your office bearers. 

President Tom Hands    8388 2150 RMB 691, Cherry Gardens, 5157                                             
Email: almanda@bigpond.com 

Secretary  Don Reid   8388 2123  RMB 104, Bradbury, 5153  
         Fax 8388 2622   
    Email: minhist@triplei.net.au 

Treasurer John Thompson  8388 2387    P.O. Box 426, Blackwood , 5051 
Saturday Working Bee Coordinator:  

Peter Charles      8377 1749 74 Lascelles Avenue, Warradale,  
   5046 
Email: charpet@ozemail.com 

Tuesday/Sunday Working Bees Coordinator: 
John Butler          8278 2773 5 Trevelyan Court, Coromandel  

       Valley, 5051     
  Email: jhbutler@sa.chariot.net.au: Note that John has changed his 
email address. 

Friends Website:  http/homepages.picknowl.com.au/peters/default.htm – 
Temporarily unavailable due to Chariot’s change from Windows to Linux.  
We will advise you when normal service has been resumed! 

  
 
 
 


