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Welcome to your spring edition of Bandicoot Tails.
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Once more, like the rest of the community, we must follow the protocols put in place by the South Australian
Government1 and SA Health2 in all of our activities. We encourage members who are in the most vulnerable
categories, particularly those with chronic health conditions, to seek medical advice before volunteering.
We held our first face to face general meeting since February late in August at the Cherry Gardens CFS, with
nine in attendance. We also plan to recommence social lunches, aware that all venues are required to adhere
to current Government protocols regarding COVID-19 restrictions, please only come along if you feel
comfortable doing so. See below for our FoSCCP protocols in place for our activities.
As of July 1st the Natural Resources Management Boards have been replaced by the new Landscapes SA Boards
and Green Adelaide, which covers the broad metropolitan area. As was reported in the last edition of
Bandicoot Tails, Scott Creek CP is half in Green Adelaide and half in the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board, as
they follow the Onkaparinga and Adelaide Hills Council boundaries in our area.
1
2

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au
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While we will not generally be supported by the staff of these new Boards, we may still be eligible for grant
funding. Our regular support will all come from National Parks and Wildlife Service South Australia (NPWSSA)
in future, and this was the focus of a meeting arranged for Friends of Parks groups from the Central Lofty
Region to meet with Richard de Groot, Manager Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges Region. See the summary from
this meeting below, including extracts from a PowerPoint presentation.
The following FoSCCP protocols remain in place for its activities.
For your safety and the safety of park visitors:


Do not attend any activity if you are feeling at all unwell, or if you have been in recent contact with anyone
else who is unwell or been to high risk places.



Maintain social distancing, including a minimum of 1.5m from each other.



Bring your own safety equipment, e.g. gloves and safety glasses, per our workplace health and safety
requirements.



Bring your own hand sanitiser (70+% alcohol or soap and water).



At bushcare working bees, bring and use your own tools if you have them, otherwise, use the tools
provided to you and disinfect them with methylated spirits before and after use. No sharing tools once on
site.



At bird banding we intend to have specific protocols in place that will restrict handling the birds to a few
nominated persons with their own equipment, i.e. no shared equipment for this activity. Other protocols
will be included in the email sent to our regular banders before the activity.



Do not share food or morning tea.



Avoid car-pooling.

Please contact the FoSCCP committee if you have any questions about these protocols (contact details at the
back of this newsletter).
Peter Watton

**********************************

Friends of Parks Support Meeting – Central Lofty District
Volunteer Support role
There is concern about the loss of the Volunteer Support Officer.
Q: Are Liaison Rangers now Volunteer Support Officers?
Q: How will rangers provide this support as they are time poor?
Q: Loss of experience e.g. Kat Hill had experience with identification and biodiversity. AMLR has other experts
who could provide this support.
A: Rangers to shift priorities and review in 6-12 months to see how the new arrangement is going (will have
this discussion again with volunteer groups and liaison rangers).
Action: District Ranger to build capacity of Rangers for biodiversity support for groups, and work towards
ensuring that Rangers have capacity to adequately service volunteer groups.
Board Grants
Priority given to off park for Landscape Board Grassroots Grants. Advice for these grants is to develop a
relationship with off park benefits.
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Q: Is it worth putting in applications?
A: Yes, however Rangers can assist with applications given the uncertainty of success.
Action: Rangers to prioritise assisting groups with Landscape Board Grassroots Grants as they are due on the
24th August.
Concerns regarding grant funding sourcing and priorities. Groups do not wish to be required to apply for grants
as the only source of funding for park weed control activities, and concern also exists that this is an unreliable
source of funding for biodiversity on ground works.
Green Adelaide Grassroots Grants do not distinguish between on or off park groups, groups are encouraged
to apply, and Rangers will assist where needed.
Groups would like reassurance that grant funding can be sourced.
Concerns regarding lack of funding for follow up works where previously groups received ongoing funding.
Action: Richard de Groot to raise the groups’ concerns with management regarding grant funding – there is
potential limitations if Boards do not support.
Q: Is grant funding an appropriate way to manage the funding for all biodiversity works on park? It is
understood by groups that there is now no other funding for on park weed control.
A: Richard to discuss with management.
DEW presentation Volunteer Programs Unit Gill Peacey – $60,000 for Volunteer Support Grants. Additional
$50,000 for parks renewal. There will be an announcement in the next few weeks.
Grants are assessed by a panel.
Some groups don’t understand what to apply for regarding the grant process.
Observation made from groups that funding limitations have led to staff being more stressed with less
resources. Volunteers are pulling weeds, nothing else can happen.
How do low priority parks seek funding/support without a Volunteer Support Officer? They don’t have direct
contact with the Minister. The Volunteer Support Officer gave a soft approach for project ideas and proposal
to DEW.
Q: DEW often says no to initiatives proposed for ‘low priority’ parks. Will there be a shift in culture?
A: Some work has been one to change the way we address proposals for parks. The Co-investment fund and
unsolicited proposals initiatives now allow proposals to be managed outside of the Region, by working with
the Region and the proponent. Some community proposals have been supported recently (Friends of Belair
shed repairs, Friends of Blackwood Forest Trail and Irrigation proposals for example), although it is a new way
of operating, we hope to make this easier in the future for both those making proposals and staff managing
the requests.
Other issues
What is the vision and the benefits to society/natural spaces for the community, and how can this be
communicated/developed with Friends groups to guide work?
Action: Discuss vision with rangers during work planning.
Janet spoke about the difficulty in seeking grant funding when the department did not have a plan for weed
control in Mount George CP. Volunteers are the people on the ground doing the work and we need to think
about how they are treated.
Jen asked the group how they would like to follow up after this meeting. It was agreed that a follow up session
would be arranged for 12 months time, or earlier if there is a need from groups.
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Action: Jen to schedule follow up meeting with Central Lofty Friends Groups in 12 months time, and monitor
feedback from groups in the interim.
Groups will be sent the presentation and be given the opportunity to continue this conversation on volunteer
support.
There are opportunities for groups to learn from each other.
Forums are years apart. This was a valuable opportunity for groups to gather.
Discussing options for Zoom interactions.
Key information from the PowerPoint presentation appear below.

NPWSA – AMLR REGION
Friends of Parks Support Arrangements (Post NRM)
Priorities for NPWSA
 Re-establishment of the NPWS
 Implement key park projects including:
o Bushfire Recovery, KI and Cudlee Creek
o State Nature Conservation Strategy
o Glenthorne National Park
o Wild South Coast Way
o Volunteer Ranger Program
o Parks Renewal Investment Program
 Nature Based Tourism
o Co-Investment fund and identifying/supporting opportunities in parks
 Abundant species management (Ferals & Kangaroos)
The Region
The AMLR is a complex region:
 1.3 million people (80% SA pop)
 26 Councils+ 500 schools
 4 Aboriginal Nation Groups
 76 Reserves – Over 2 million visitors
 45 active FOP’s groups
 Highest bushfire risk in SA
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Biodiversity Hot Spot
8% Native vegetation on park
(70% is on private/public land)
22 Marine Communities
10 reservoirs (60% Adelaide’s water)

Staffing and budgets
Staffing
 82 ongoing staff (Rangers, FMO’s, Admin and Ecologists)
 65 Project Fire Fighters (9 Months-Sept to May)
 Based at Para Wirra, Black Hill, Cleland, Belair, Willunga, Victor Harbor, Deep Creek, Glenthorne and Port
Adelaide
Budgets
 $12 Million – $8m Districts and $4m Fire Management
 88% salaries and 12% operating.
Revenue
 $1.2Million – $400k –Central, $340k Fleurieu, $200k Northern, $200k Housing
Central Lofty District
 20 parks
 26 total Staff in three locations: Cleland (6 Rangers), Belair (5 Rangers and Field Staff, 5 Information
Officers) and Glenthorne (3 Rangers)
 Over 1 million visits per year in 4 key parks:
o Cleland CP (600K+)
o Belair NP (500K+)
o Hallett Cove CP (300K+)
o Sturt Gorge RP (100K+)
 Annual revenue approx $500,000 (entry, facility hire, tour operators and leases)
 Support 15 volunteer groups
 Rangers provide community advice on visitor assets, native and abundant species, restoration programs,
native vegetation etc.

Key Focus
 Management of Key visitor sites Belair and
Cleland
 Establishing Glenthorne National Park
 Visitor safety and asset management
 Entry Signage Improvements Sturt Gorge RP
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“Park of the Month” Belair October
Volunteer Support
Facility Management Belair National Park
Nature Based Tourism, Leases and CTOs
Fire Management and Biodiversity Protection

Programs (Biodiversity)
 Deer Control Cleland/Belair
 Threatened Species and Community restoration Management:
o Focus reserves Cleland, Belair, Scott Creek, Sturt Gorge, Shepherds Hill
 Habitat improvement works
o All reserves
 Develop Ranger skills in Biodiversity management
NPWSA Volunteer Programs Unit
 Volunteer Support functions
 State – Wide support for FOP’s
 Current activities and initiatives
Regional FOP’S Support and Liaison Rangers
Liaison Ranger Support
• Go to person for group communication
• Attendance at meetings/working bees (not
all)
• Development of agreed work plan
• Updates on park activities/initiatives and issues
• Support for grant applications
• Park management advice
• Provision of PPE, hand tools and spray equipment/herbicide
FOP’S Resourcing and Funding
Regional Operating
• Provision of tools, equipment, PPE, chemical, and mandatory training(e.g., Herbicide Handling).
Specialised training such as bushcare will be provided at regional and state levels based on demands
Grants
• FOP’s of Parks Volunteer Grant Program - $60,000
• NPWS Parks Renewal Investment Program - $50,000
• Grass Roots (Green Adelaide boundary) - $1million 2020/21
• Grass Roots (Hills and Fleurieu boundary) - $220k 2020/21
• Grass Roots (Northern and Yorke Region) - $170K 2020/21
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Bushcare Activities:
Despite COVID-19 still impacting a fair amount on day to day life, even here in South Australia, bushcare
activities have been able to run pretty much unchanged since NPWSSA allowed volunteering to re-commence
in late May. We have maintained our protocols, relating to good hygiene and social distancing, and continue
to ask anyone not feeling well to stay at home until they are better.
The weather has not been all that compliant, with a
few activities resulting in some wet bushcarers, and
the Saturday activity in August being cancelled due to
forecast small hail. Despite this, we have managed to
get out and do plenty of good work across significant
parts of the park.
While a number of the main activities focussed on
follow-up of scattered woody weeds across broader
areas, including Boneseed, Broom and Erica, we also
spent two sessions on a patch of Erica growing just
south of the main gate 7 infestation in upper Bushrat
Creek. This main infestation has been the target of
contractor work over 2-3 years, but the smaller patch
had somehow escaped our notice, hiding amongst
the stringybark. We needed the second session to
ensure none of this Erica got the opportunity to set
seed this year.

Above: With apologies to Brent, just couldn’t help
including this photo of him seemingly supervising
Jenny at our Kangaroo Gully activity.

In addition to the regular activities, some spraying of Bridal Creeper along Neville Road Track and Cape Tulip
in upper Almanda Valley and along the adjacent Powerline Gully was undertaken to reduce the impact of these
highly invasive bulb weeds. The Cape Tulip treatment followed contractor work in this area from last year.
Unfortunately, while the spraying along Powerline Gully got pretty good results, the wiping of the Cape Tulip
in the open areas using the carpeted drum turned out to be very ineffective. This may have been the result of
the timing being a bit late in the season, or because there was evidence of frost damage prior to the treatment.

Above: Quoyii Eulamprus (Eastern Water Skink).
Above right: Following the removal of Erica.

Above left: Work on the Erica patch near gate 7.
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Above left: Morning tea at our bushcare activity
just south of Tom’s Outlook on Cup Gum Track,
finally a lovely sunny winter’s day.
Above right: Working on the Erica at the same
activity.
Left: some of the Cape Tulip sprayed at the
northern end of Almanda Valley.
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Contractor work being undertaken in the park:
Now that the three year work plan funded from the Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges (NR
AMLR) Land Management Program has been completed, we need to look to new funding opportunities for
ongoing contractor support for our volunteer efforts across the park. I mentioned in the last Bandicoot Tails
that future grants and donations will be crucial in achieving this, and it will be necessary to be very strategic
with future available funds, to ensure all previously
funded weed control receives adequate follow-up.
As a final hurrah from our local NR AMLR District
Officer Mark Fagan, some more funding for Bridal
Creeper control in the Panhandle was allocated.
This involved follow-up of work undertaken in the
previous couple of years, and expansion into new
areas further west and along the creekline.

Above: Bridal Creeper to be treated by contractors
in the Panhandle.
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Bird Banding Notes:
We were able to resume banding at the very end of May after 6 weeks interruption due to Covid-19 health
restrictions. Ongoing regulations have also meant that we have changed the system for how we do bird
banding. We have all the compliance issues well organised and the very latest update has seen two of our
team qualify as ‘Covid Marshalls’.
We had 6 weekends planned for winter but two were cancelled due to wet weather – which has transformed
the park for a beautiful Spring. There was a photo in the previous Bandicoot Tails, of a Crescent Honeyeater
that was wearing a band. We have now tracked this bird and it was over 6 years old – it was banded on 3rd
May 2015 down at Gate 4 and was photographed on Mount Bold Track near Gate 8. This is a good indication
of the value of bird-banding. We get an idea of how long the birds live, how far they fly, and how they survive
the variation in climate – bearing in mind how hot and
dry it was last year. Scott Creek Conservation Park is
an important aspect of how birds get by in testing
times.
We can begin this report from the 30th May at Gate 7
(TP -The Plantation) which was an ordinary morning.
We processed 9 birds, 4 of which were recaptures,
the oldest being a Superb Fairy-Wren at 4+ years. This
area has good habitat for small birds and may be a
factor in the high number of recaptures. When we got
out again on July 4 at Gate 11 (PR – Pennant Ridge)
there was an air of Independence Day celebration. A
whole bunch of Striated Thornbills (8) dropped in late
morning. We processed 19 birds for the morning.
Above: Our first banding day back after CIVID-19
Now, look at the photo with this report! For 19 years
I have been told about Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens restrictions were eased in May, showing our new
protocols in place, including social distancing and
being in the park – and I had never seen one. One of
additional hygiene requirements.
our banding team was a little concerned about this
‘different-looking’ White-browed Scrubwren. The
merest glimpse of the tail region was enough to reveal it was one of our rare treasures. Wait there’s more – a
second one came by as well. Two precious little birds are now known and identifiable by name and number.
Now look at the photos at the end of this report. The following day was quieter, only 3 birds in all.
With the roll over into August the New Holland Honeyeaters came back in force. Over the first weekend at the
TC – Twisted Chimney track site, 27 of the 33 birds we handled were bright sparkly NHHEs – one of them was
5+ years old. Mid-August at XR – Crossroads site through gate 3, we went on to have probably our best
weekend of banding on record. We processed 72 birds from 12 species over the weekend. The traditional
slack-off period when we could get coffee and breakfast never happened. One of our re-captures was a 4+
Brown Thornbill.
The winter program finished off with a visit to MT – Mineshaft Track. Unfortunately, while Saturday was a fine,
sunny day, which had a bit of a feel of spring to it, the birds seem to spend their time high up in the canopy.
We only netted 8, 3 of which were recaptures. In addition to a 6+ and 3+ Striated Thornbill, we had an 8+
Eastern Spinebill, perhaps the oldest that we have recorded in the park. The Sunday visit was cancelled due to
forecast thunderstorms overnight and rain during the day.
We have been noticing an increase in the number of walkers out enjoying the park and coming past our
banding activities. We have now placed notices on out outlying nets to inform people passing by that we are
continuing a long-term environmental study which is approved both by SA State authorities and the Australian
Government Environmental Department.
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Above left: Male Eastern Spinebill banded at the
Mineshaft Track day late August.

Above right: The Fan-tailed Cuckoo that called
almost non-stop during our banding weekend at
the Crossroads in August.

In this winter season we have processed 144 birds, 22 of them re-captures and 15 species. We encountered
up to 30 different species in and around our banding activities including White-winged Choughs at several
sites – they are moving further into the park. The Fan-tailed Cuckoo could not be persuaded into a net.
We would like to thank Rick Williams for producing a special new map of the park which highlights our regular
banding sites. This makes it so much easier to point out where we meet.
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As reported above, we banded two nationally
endangered Chestnut-rumped Heathwren at
Pennant Ridge on a drizzly Saturday in July.
According to our records, the only other time we
have had a Chestnut-rumped Heathwren in a net at
bird banding was on 29th June 1986, at a gate 6 site
that has not been used since 2008. This bird predated the formation of the Friends group, so was
actually banded by Don Reid in the park, near his
home, before the banding project became one run
under the Friends group’s banner.
While we were aware that these special birds reside
in the park, and have been recorded during official
surveys by DEW staff as recently as January 2019,
they tend to be very secretive and avoid our banding
expeditions into the park.

Above: Nothing like a special bird to
attract lots of attention from the
photographers.
Right: One of the Chestnut-rumped
Heathwren after it had been released
with its band on.
Below left and right: Side and rear view
of the bird in hand, showing the striations
on its chest and the chestnut colour on its
rump (RH photo Jim Spiker).
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New temporary signs for the park:
We received a wonderful final bit of funding from Kat Hill, our previous Volunteer Support Officer from the NR
AMLR, which has now been replaced by Landscapes SA Boards, to pay for five corflute temporary signs. These
will be placed strategically on gates around the main access points to the park. The signs were designed by a
small team of FoSCCP members, with the project managed by Jenny. The main focus of the signs is to let
visitors know we exist and have a map, newly updated by Rick, that they can take a photo of with their phone
to help guide them around the park. Some photos of flora and fauna they may see were added and text to
provide some information about the park and our group for those with more time to read it all. The same text
and map appear on all five signs, with an arrow on the map pointing to where they are, but with a different
set of photos on each.

Above: One of the complete sign.
Right: The other four sets of photos.
Below: Jenny showed passing walkers
one of the signs at bird banding.
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Environmental Defenders Office:

3

Environmental Defenders Office (EDO) is the largest environmental legal centre in the Australia-Pacific,
dedicated to protecting our climate, communities and shared environment by providing access to justice,
running groundbreaking litigation and leading law reform advocacy.
We are an accredited community legal service and a non-government, not-for-profit organisation that uses the
law to protect and defend Australia’s wildlife, people and places.
Since 1985, we’ve offered expert legal advice to thousands of ordinary people and community groups, taken
bold and groundbreaking environmental cases to court and fought for laws that better protect our land, air
and water. Our track record of legal victories spans more than three decades.
We work all around the country, with farmers, conservation groups, Traditional Owners, and people from all
walks of life and all manner of places – from the heart of the outback to the centres of our biggest cities.
We are a united national organisation with eight offices around Australia.
What we do
EDO’s team of expert lawyers run powerful legal cases on behalf of clients that build stronger environmental
laws, as well as helping everyday Australians protect the places they love by offering free, or low-cost, legal
advice about community environmental matters.
Many of our services are targeted at rural and regional communities where the threats of climate change
and environmental mismanagement are most keenly felt.
The work we do includes:
 Taking landmark environmental cases to the courts on behalf of clients;
 Holding government and industry to account over matters like development, pollution and
environmental mismanagement;
 Representing community groups in public interest litigation;
 Designing and advocating for stronger state and federal environmental laws;
 Offering expert legal and scientific advice to people and communities;
 Providing workshops, factsheets, handbooks, and other legal tools to help all Australians understand the
law and participate in legal processes;
 Training the next generation of environmental lawyers to protect people and our most precious places.

3

https://www.edo.org.au/
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Photo Gallery:

Above left: Ant on Golden Wattle (Acacia
pycnantha).

Above right: Whittaker’s Sundew (Drosera
whittakeri).

Above left: Leafless Bitter-pea (Daviesia brevifolia).
Below left: Peach Heath (Lissanthe strigosa).

Above right: Dwarf Greenhood patch (Pterostylis
nana or Linguella sp. ‘Hills nana’)
Below right: Shrub Violet (Hybanthus floribundus)
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Above left: Mouse Spider.

Above right: Yellow-footed Antechinus (photo Jen).

Above left: Moss and Fungi.
Below left: Coral Fungi.

Above right: Moss with Fungi on Kangaroo scat.
Below right: Fungi and Lichen on tree.

16

Calendar of Environmental Events coming up:
September is Biodiversity Month
4
Biodiversity Month is held in September each year and aims
to promote the importance of protecting, conserving and
improving biodiversity both within Australia and across the
world.
The Australian Government through the Department is
committed to protecting Australia’s unique biodiversity. Most of our broad range of programs and initiatives
aim to ensure our important environments and habitats are preserved for future generations of Australians
to appreciate and enjoy.
What is biodiversity?
Biodiversity has been described as the ‘web of life’, ‘the variety of living things’ or ‘the different plants, animals
and micro-organisms, their genes and ecosystems of which they are a part’.
Biodiversity encompasses every living thing that exists on our planet and the environment in which they live.
From the smallest one-cell microbe to the enormous majesty of the blue whale. From the depths of the Pacific
Ocean to peaks of our tallest mountains, biodiversity forms part of an intricate and interdependent web of life
in which we are all a part.
Australia is home to between 600,000 and 700,000 species, many of which are found nowhere else in the
world. About 84 per cent of our plants, 83 per cent of our mammals, and 45 per cent of our birds are endemic
— that is, they are only found in Australia.
The marine environment is home to thousands of marine species, some of which are unique to Australia and
all of which contribute to making Australia the most biodiversity-rich developed country in the world. This
includes at least 45 species of whales, dolphins and porpoises.
Why is biodiversity important?
Human beings depend for their sustenance, health, well-being and enjoyment of life on biodiversity. We derive
all of our food and many medicines and industrial products from the wild and domesticated components of
biological diversity. Biodiversity is the basis for much of our recreation and tourism, and includes the
ecosystems which provide us with many services such as clean water.
5
South Australia - Ecosystem conservation
There has been a decline in biodiversity
across most regions of South Australia,
particularly in agricultural areas where
habitats have been destroyed or altered,
leaving behind fragmented patches of vegetation. These remnants, and the biodiversity they support, are
under continuing threat. It is important to manage and rehabilitate these areas if further loss of biodiversity
is to be avoided.
Conserving our biodiversity is extremely important, not only in terms of its intrinsic values but because many
of our economic activities are based on healthy and functioning natural systems.
An essential part of ecosystem conservation is the establishment of a comprehensive and well managed
reserve system. In South Australia, this system already contains a wide range of many of our unique
ecosystems, from the sandy and stony desert areas to mallee, coastal systems and off-shore islands.
There are a range of management programs underway in South Australia to conserve and restore ecosystems
both on and off reserves. These programs involve the:
 removal of threats, such as environmental weeds or grazing by domestic stock and feral animals
 eradication of introduced predators such as foxes and cats
 re-introduction of threatened species and the restoration of habitat through revegetation programs.
Management programs are crucial if we are to retain healthy and functioning ecosystems in the longer term.

4
5

https://environment.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-month
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/Ecosystem_conservation
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Tuesday 1st September is National Wattle Day
6
The first celebration of wattle day in more than one state on
the same day took place, on 1 September in 1910 in NSW,
Victoria and South Australia.
And then with the First World War (1914-1918) and the desire
to sell wattle sprigs to raise money for the troops overseas and
later for maimed soldiers and women and children's charities,
the date was changed to 1 August in NSW and other dates
elsewhere to co-incide with the best flowering of their local
wattles from July (Qld) to late September (South Australia).
In 1992 as a unifying gesture for this particular celebration, the
first day of spring - 1 September - was proclaimed by the
Governor-General, Sir Ninian Stephen, to be Australia's
National Wattle Day for everyone across Australia to celebrate
at the same time.
This has yet to be celebrated as a national holiday.
Wattles have long had special meanings for Australians and in
1988 the Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) was officially
gazetted as Australia's national floral emblem.
Enjoy the glow, love the symbolism
July 2020
The recently announced Nation Brand, featuring an Aboriginal-inspired golden wattle blossom, is the latest
recognition of our national floral emblem. Wattle has long been an undeniable presence in our land. It has a
utility and simple beauty that tells us much about this place and us. But despite this its formal recognition and
acceptance have been a slow and winding journey. The Nation Brand initiative is an opportunity for our
emblem, with its ancient past, to lead us into a confident future. Are we up to the challenge?
Behind the new branding is a narrative that celebrates what is unique about Australia’s people, place, and
product. It is not a case of commercial interests leading. Rather it is about identifying what distinguishes our
people and place and presenting to the world what the nation offers that expresses those characteristics. It
seeks to touch the authentic real Australia and wattle is the logical and unequalled symbol for doing so.
In recent years archaeology and history have been helping us understand the true significance of statements
such as ‘ancient land’ and ‘home of the world’s oldest surviving human culture’. Slowly Australia’s ‘deep time’
is being decoded and laid bare. This process challenges radically the accepted starting points of our national
narrative. It unpacks our past and illuminates our future, drawing us gradually to an irresistible reconciling,
made possible by scientific data opening our minds and ultimately our hearts.
The Australian story began long, long ago and the story of Aboriginal people extends back at least 65,000+
years of that time. But we have a witness to this story - the wattle – that has journeyed in this land for more
than 30 million years. As archaeological historian Billy Griffiths says: “It is only through a long view of Australian
history that we can come to understand the Australian landscape, which is as much cultural as it is natural”.
Today’s study of ancient Australia is taking us to new depths of geological time and new boundaries of human
engagement with the land.
For many years, the Wattle Day Association has referred to wattle as the great witness to the whole of the
Australian story. It has welcomed us all and for thousands of years has been an integral on-going feature of
the world’s longest surviving culture. It carries the wisdom of that long presence in our land and helps tell the
story of its uniqueness.
We can distil much wisdom from our wattle – not least the importance of resilience and adaption in living
meaningfully in this great southern land. Now finally the Nation Brand is tapping this symbolism as its “literal
and abstract interpretation of a wattle flower” presents “a cultural richness and graphic voice that speaks
distinctively of Australia”.

6

http://www.wattleday.asn.au/
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Wattle has always drawn us to such perspectives, but we have been hesitant, unsure of the embrace. We have
taken only incremental steps that began in 1910 with the first coordinated celebrations of Wattle Day across
the country on 1 September. It was not until 1976 that the wattle blossom was made the centrepiece of the
Order of Australia medal. Then in 1988 the golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha) was proclaimed our national
floral emblem and in 1992 National Wattle Day was gazetted, to be celebrated on 1 September each year. And
yet throughout all of this we have known deep down that wattle is the balm to which we are drawn in times
of tragedy and national sorrow. As a community we have recognised wattle’s beauty and symbolism but not
really explored the true depths and richness that it offers.
In the often-contested field of national symbols, wattle has no historical or cultural baggage. Its more than
1000 varieties give expression to a single genus, a statement of our diversity as a people and our unity as a
nation, echoing in its own way: “we are one and we are many”. Such attributes are beautifully expressed in
the evocative multi-dot focus of the abstract but real imagery used in the branding. It speaks of energy,
optimism and expanding ideas in wide and unbounded horizons. This is an Australia we all know and one we
would want to project to the world.
At last there is a glimpse of the future we can create. It is built upon a foundation of land and people inspired
by those who have lived here longest and know it best –the first custodians - and the wattle. There are other
nation building challenges still ahead. We keep circling issues of national identity and the search for a unifying
national day. What the branding process is showing us is that wattle holds the key to reaching sustaining and
unifying solutions to these important tasks. It has been the great and patient witness. It is time to let the
witness speak.
All of this is entwined with business that we have been invited by Aboriginal people to address in the Uluru
Statement of the Heart. Their generous invitation to share a rich history born of 65,000+ years asks essentially
for only one thing – respectful recognition. It is a request to walk together into a future inspired by a rich past.
Let us do that and the wattle can be our shared companion.
The new Nation Brand is an opportunity to own our ancient past and leverage it to create our future. No other
nation is so blessed.
Terry Fewtrell
Vice President of the Wattle Day Association Inc.
Website: www.wattleday.asn.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WattleDay
Instagram: wattledayassociation
7th September is National Threatened Species Day
7
National Threatened Species Day – A time to step it up
By Rachel Lowry,
Chief Conservation Officer, WWF-Australia
6 Sep 2019
Australian species feature in some of my happiest memories. I’ve been kissed by
a fur-seal. Marched on by a little penguin. I’ve had a wild shearwater bird fly
straight into my arms and I’ve rested under a tree just at the right moment to
watch a Leadbeater's possum shyly emerge at dusk.
To say that I like the incredible species that call Australia home is to understate
the depth of awe and admiration that a 20-year career working in wildlife
conservation can cultivate. I absolutely love our diverse, unusual, occasionally adorable and often elusive
wildlife that put Australia on the map. It will come as no surprise then, that an Australia devoid of thriving
species and the habitats they rely upon is one that I believe is worthy of an “oh-no-thank-you-very-much”
response, or more specifically, active rejection. Fortunately, I’m not alone.
On 7 September each year, many people stop and reflect on the fact that on that same date in 1936, Australia’s
Tasmanian tiger, also known as our thylacine, slipped over that extinction line.

7

https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/national-threatened-species-day-a-time-to-step-it-up#gs.bocuxc
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Threatened Species Day has long been
a significant day for me, and this year
will be my first as a member of the
team that made the choice to mark
the annual event on our national
calendar. It was WWF’s National
Threatened Species Network that
inaugurated Threatened Species Day
in 1996, not only to commemorate the
death of the last Tasmanian tiger, but
also to ensure that there was at least
one day, every year, where we remind
ourselves that while we’re unable to
bring back the species now lost to
Australia forever, we certainly can halt the decline of Australian species if we choose to.
The history of Australia’s Threatened Species Day is one that mirrors a series of choices and values worthy of
reflection as we approach 7 September. Upon its inauguration, Threatened Species Day secured strong
support from the Australian Government, until the funding gradually petered out in 2006. Fortunately, the
day hasn’t gone completely ignored since that time by our national leaders.
Well-intended, yet under-resourced roles such as the Threatened Species Commissioner, for example, have
tried to seize the opportunity that the milestone presents by promoting activities such as the annual
Threatened Species Bake Off (check out #TSBAKEOFF on social media).
Those of us that join in on the delicious fun in an effort to encourage a public discussion on the species
increasingly slipping from Australia’s grip, in our heart of hearts know that baking skink, possum or frog-shaped
cakes won’t generate the step-change we need to halt Australia’s species extinctions, but it’s worthy fun all
the same. And so, while I’ll never be one to turn down cake, what Australian’s need to call for, is national and
state-based leadership that values, protects and invests in solutions that put nature and people at the heart
of our decisions.
How far have we strayed from that reality? I’d argue, too far.
While Australia’s overall national federal budget has been on the rise over the past six years, cuts to Australia’s
federal environment programs constitute more than half a billion dollars over the same period. At a time when
Australia has been globally recognised as having one of the fastest species extinction rates than any other
country in the world, including the fastest extinction rate for mammals worldwide, one can only assume that
these decisions, or choices, have been values-based rather than needs-based. Though I doubt very much that
they truly reflect the values that Aussies hold for their native wildlife. Like extinction, it’s happened gradually,
slowly and often silently.
Fortunately, we do not require government funding to stop and reflect on what we value about Australia’s
wildlife. We certainly don’t require strong national leadership to share stories of our unique wildlife with our
children. On 7 September 2019, we can choose whether, or better yet, how, we’ll commemorate the species
we have lost, and step-up for the threatened species we are yet to save.
For those seeking some step-up inspiration this Threatened Species Day, I’ve listed 10 key actions that, if
undertaken regularly and on mass across Australia, will go a long way in helping turn the tide on our species
extinctions:
1. Reflect on what we have that’s worth fighting for. Share stories with our children, celebrate our native
species and secure time to learn more about the current threats that our threatened species are
contending with.
2. Write to those that have secured the privileged role of overseeing the protection of our species and ask
that they do so. A great place to start is by asking Minister of Environment Sussan Ley to ensure that all
nationally listed Threatened Species have timebound, fully costed Recovery Plans in place. Less than 40%
currently do.
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3. Keep a close eye on the upcoming Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC)
review. Provide comment and consultation at every opportunity to ensure that the laws designed to
protect our threatened species do exactly that.
4. Choose planet-friendly food. Locally grown, sustainably certified whenever available is a great start, for
the recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report reminds us that the way we manage
our land to produce food will be an important factor in whether we can maintain a safe climate for all.
Cutting back on beef or investigating where your steak comes from is a good place to start.
5. For those of us who own cats, let’s keep them safely indoors. Good science tells us that the impact on
species that one free-roaming cat can have across just one year of its life is staggering.
6. Identify one single-use plastic that keeps making its way into your life. Trial replacement options until one
sticks. Once you have the stamina to press on, let’s work through the rest.
7. Support every and any opportunity to shift Australia from a global deforestation hotspot (we are listed
amongst the world’s top 11 worst offending countries) to a reforestation nation. Planting days, offsets,
green gifts, let’s make a hobby out of reforesting.
8. Find a charity that prioritises species conservation and donate. There are entire organisations filled with
people that dedicate their lives to protecting our environment. Let’s ensure they are strong at a time
where their strength is greatly needed. Naturally, I’ll recommend WWF-Australia when drafting that
worthy shortlist.
9. Harness the potential of social media by following political and community leaders that have the power
to make decisions that benefit Australia’s environmental future, and therefore economic prosperity. Each
and every time they mention the need to shift Australia from one of the largest exporters of fossil fuels to
a nation that embraces a clean energy future, like, love, retweet. When it comes to addressing climate
change, let’s ensure that #renewables lead the way forward, we are poised like no other nation to do so.
10. And finally, when our government does announce an investment or intervention that benefits our
Australian threatened species, let’s thank them. Publicly, sincerely and with vigour. One can only hope
that positive reinforcement works on all fronts. The list above is one-third the length of the number of
mammals that Australia has lost to extinction since European settlement. I hope that it has sparked some
new ideas or better yet, a throng of even better ones.
This threatened species day the team at WWF will be sharing a story about hope. Because there really is plenty
to seize. Upon realising that our increasing summer temperatures were causing sea turtles along some parts
of the Great Barrier Reef to all hatch female, Milman Island was identified as an ideal research site to help trial
climate change adaptation solutions to help us innovate and get ahead of this problem.
Which leads me to today’s big news. News that the science being carried out on Milman Island is showing us
that shading and cooling nests can increase the ratio of male to female turtles.
The take-home message here is less about turtles and more about great case studies across Australia showing
that we really can generate wins and either mitigate threats or help our species adapt when we are clear on
what we value and step up to the challenges that we face.
Australia is the only nation that is home to a heart-melter of a species that sounds like a motorbike with
mechanical failure when it mates. And we want it to stay that way. Yet population modelling of our iconic
koala, predicts that the species is likely to cross the extinction line in NSW by 2050 if we don’t step-up our
efforts to value, protect and invest in mitigating processes threatening our wildlife. With this in mind, I
sincerely want to thank the number of Australians who have helped support WWF’s koala conservation work
(those noisy little heart-melters), our turtle feminisation and species climate adaptation research, quoll
rewilding and the many other worthy efforts that help prevent Australia’s threatened species that are at risk
of extinction.
At WWF, we’ll continue to do our best to keep on stepping-up our efforts to match the need that lies ahead.
We hope that we can count on you this Threatened Species Day to step-it-up alongside us.
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Tuesday 15th September is Bushcare’s Big Day Out
8
Hello Bushcarers
Firstly, we would like to apologise for the lack
of communications from us so far this year. We
began the year, like many Australians, focussed
on the bushfire crisis and recovery, and now we
are facing the global challenge of COVID-19.
In response the threat of the virus we have
suspended all volunteering activities to keep
our volunteers, staff and communities safe, and
to do our part in easing the burden on our
healthcare system.
Unfortunately, due to the on-going uncertainty of this situation we are unable to proceed with hosting
Bushcare’s Big Day Out this year. We will be reviewing the program next year and hope to support community
engagement with Bushcare in the future.
It has been a privilege to host Bushcare’s Big Day Out and support you in spreading the word about the
importance of Bushcare for people and the environment. Thank you all for the time and passion you have
devoted to Bushcare.
Please stay safe and look after yourselves and your loved ones.
Editor’s note – while CVA has been forced to cancel their support for Bushcare’s Major Day Out this year, in
South Australia we have been fortunate to be able to resume our bushcaring and other outdoor activities in
support of nature conservation. See our activity schedule at the back of this newsletter to see what activities
we will be running during the next three months.
Monday 5th to Sunday 11th October is Australian Wildlife Week
9
Australian Wildlife Week is commemorated across
the country during the first week of October to
encourage a positive relationship between humanity
and nature.
We hope to raise awareness of wildlife conservation
issues across Australia and inspire all Australians to
explore and develop a deeper understanding of
environmental issues, gain the necessary skills to
make informed decisions and take action to improve
the environment.
Monday 19th to Sunday 25th October is National Bird Week
10
The celebration of National Bird Week has its origins back in the early
1900s when 28 October was first designated by our predecessor, the Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union, as the first ‘Bird Day’. BirdLife Australia
organises and promotes Bird Week with the goal of inspiring Australians
to take action and get involved in bird conservation efforts.
Aussie Backyard Bird Count
BirdLife Australia brings you the Aussie Backyard Bird Count, one of
Australia's biggest citizen science events!
Celebrate National Bird Week by taking part in the Aussie Backyard Bird
Count — you will be joining thousands of people from across the country
who will be heading out into their backyards, local parks or favourite outdoor spaces to take part.
8
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To get involved all you need is 20 minutes, your favourite outdoor space (this doesn’t have to be your actual
backyard), and some keen eyesight. And it doesn’t matter if you’re a novice or an expert — we will be there
to help you out. Simply record the birds you know and look up those you
don’t on our ‘Aussie Bird Count’ app or our website. You’ll instantly see live
statistics and information on how many people are taking part near you and
the number of birds and species counted in your neighbourhood and the
whole of Australia!
Not only will you get to know your feathered neighbours, but you’ll be
contributing to a vital pool of information from across the nation that will
help us see how Australian birds are faring.
So get your friends and family together during National Bird Week, head
into the great outdoors and start counting!
www.aussiebirdcount.org.au
Sunday 8th to Sunday 15th November is Australian Pollinator Week
11
Australian Pollinator Week was founded by Dr Megan
Halcroft, of Bees Business (beesbusiness.com.au), in
November 2015. It followed on from a community
project called “Bee Aware of Your Native Bees”, which
was funded by Western Sydney University and the
Environmental Trust.
Communities in the northern hemisphere have been
celebrating the importance of pollinators since June 2007, however, the seasonal differences in the southern
hemisphere has restricted bilateral celebrations.
Australian Pollinator Week acknowledges our important
and unique insect pollinators during our southern spring
(November). It is a designated week when communities,
businesses and organisations can come together to raise
awareness of the importance of pollinators and support
their needs.
Through group activities, community members can learn
and laugh together as they help to support our pollinators.
By engaging communities in
schools, retirement villages,
art groups, gardening clubs,
community gardens, local
council
areas,
Landcare
groups and neighbourhoods
we can increase awareness
and act on our increased
knowledge.
12
Wild Pollinator Count
Australia has lots of wild pollinator insects that are often overlooked. European honey bees get a lot of
attention because they are an adaptable, generalist forager, which means they are happy to visit almost any
flower, in most climate zones. They are also a social species, so their hives are easy to domesticate and
manage.
However, many native insects also contribute to pollination in crops and gardens all around the country. We
still need to do a lot of research to identify all our pollinator insect species, understand their ecology and how
they are affected by human activities. So far, we know that Australia has around 2,000 native bee species, all
11
12

https://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au/about/
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of which are important pollinators. We also know there are a couple of thousand butterfly, wasp, fly, moth,
beetle, thrips and ant species, some of which are documented pollinators. Unfortunately, we don’t have a lot
of information on the ecology of many of these insects, what flowers they pollinate, or where they are found.
The Wild Pollinator Count gives you an opportunity to contribute to wild pollinator insect conservation in
Australia. We invite you to count wild pollinators in your local environment and help us build a database on
wild pollinator activity.
Wild Pollinator Count dates for 2020
Autumn: 12 – 19 April
Spring: 8 – 15 November
You can join in by watching any flowering plant for just ten minutes
sometime in our count week.
 You don’t need to be an insect expert.
 You don’t need fancy gear.
 You may be surprised by what you see!
Find out how to count pollinators, identify the insects you see and
submit your observations through the links at the top of the page. You
can also download our Run Your Own Count kit and organise to count
with a group.
If you have any questions or comments about the count, please email
us at wildpollinatorcount@gmail.com.
Thank you!
Autumn 2020 count results
Posted on June 9, 2020 by Manu Saunders
Thank you to everyone who participated in our biggest count yet! A total of 1959 valid observations were
submitted this count. Our previous record was 736 observations, in spring 2019, so this is a huge increase! The
autumn 2020 count coincided with COVID-19 lockdowns around the country, so we hope you enjoyed the
opportunity to take some time with nature in your backyard.
We were so overwhelmed with the number of records, it has taken us much longer than usual to summarise
the data! The huge number of submissions also caused some technical issues for our website, so we apologise
if you received delayed confirmation of your submissions. We are working to fix these potential issues for
future counts. For those new to Wild Pollinator Count, we are an unfunded project run by two people (Manu
& Karen) and we thank everyone for their patience as we work through the responses. We really appreciate
the many contributions and positive feedback we get at every count!
So, what were the results?
Over 20,000 individual insects were observed, at over 560 unique postcodes (see map above). Just over 2000
total observations were submitted, but we had to remove 52 observations that did not provide information
on plants, insects, location, or that did not follow the count protocol.
Bees were the most commonly observed flower visitors, closely followed by flies, our other favourite
pollinators. European honey bees were the most counted individuals. It was also interesting to see how many
European wasps, an invasive exotic pest species, were counted this time.
Insect Category
Total no.
Insect Category
Total no.
BEES – European honey bees
8279
FLIES – Hoverflies
2991
BEES – Blue-banded bees
757
FLIES – Other flies
1298
BEES – Other bees
2159
WASPS – European wasps
2046
BEETLES – Ladybird beetles
269
WASPS – Other wasps
167
BEETLES – Other beetles
280
OTHER / unsure / uncategorised
1904
BUTTERFLIES or MOTHS
280
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Spring Program of Activities September – November 2020
The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park welcome visitors to any of our activities, but it is best to
contact us beforehand to confirm details. This is particularly important with regard to COVID-19 restrictions,
which makes it essential that anyone considering a visit to an activity contact us beforehand to ensure this
will still be possible at the time. Thank you.
For enquiries or information see contact details at the end of this program or on our website
www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au.
NOTE: Activities in the park and social events in the Adelaide Hills will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe
weather warning/thunderstorms are announced for the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be
cancelled in conditions that may adversely affect the birds. See links to BOM & CFS websites below.
Bushcare activities: meet at 9.00am, Almanda Mine Car Park, Dorset Vale Rd
This enables everyone to sign in and be brought up-to-date with last minute changes. BYO morning tea and a
small back pack to carry it, in case we are working further from the cars.
There are also some regular mid-week bush gardening activities at Almanda Creek, contact our
Administration Assistant for details.
Month
SEPTEMBER
Tuesday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday, Sunday
Tuesday

Date

Activity

Location

1
12
13
19, 20
22

Bushcare
Bird banding
Bushcare
Bird banding
Social Lunch

Saturday
OCTOBER
Saturday, Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday
Saturday, Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

26

Bushcare

Area 16 Old gate 10 Broom, upper Fox Bog Erica, Boneseed
Mackereth Cottage, 6.30am
Gate 3 Area 13 north (Crossroads) Broom, Boneseed
Gate 4 Gurr Road, 6.30am
The Essence – Stirling at noon (behind Gardiners Real Estate &
children’s wear shop), remember be COVID-safe
Gate 7 Area 4 SW Bushrat – Bronzewing Tracks Erica, Boneseed

3, 4
6
11
17, 18
21
24
25

Saturday
NOVEMBER
Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday
Saturday, Sunday
Tuesday

31

Bird banding
Bushcare
Bushcare
Bird banding
Social Lunch
Bushcare
Social outing
All welcome!
Bird banding

Gate 9 Fox Bog, 6.30am
Gates 6-7 Area 4 NE Erica
Gate 20 Panhandle south Sollya/Almanda Showcase
Gate 3 Kangaroo Gully, 6.30am
Fred’s – Aldgate at noon (220 Mt Barker Rd), be COVID-safe
Gate 3 Area 7 Sollya
SA Museum: Australian Geographic Nature Photographer of
2020 exhibition, meet 10.30am in its coffee shop
Gate 11 Pennant Ridge, 6.30am

1
3
8
14, 15
17 tbc

Bird banding
Bushcare
Bushcare
Bird banding
FoSCCP AGM

Thursday
Saturday

Gate 11 Pennant Ridge, 6.30am
Gate 20 Area 33 Panhandle NW Sollya, Erica follow-up
Gate 9 Area 9 Hakea Creek to Cup Gum Track woody weeds
Gate 21 Derwentia Valley, 6.00am
Cherry Gardens CFS, 294 Cherry Gardens Rd, 7.30pm – followed
by a presentation by Jason Tyndall, General Manager Nature
Play SA, on his time with the Friends group and his current
Nature Play project
AGM Date to be confirmed, COVID-19 attendance restrictions will apply
26
Social Lunch Joan’s Pantry – Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave
opposite the oval), remember be COVID-safe
28
Bushcare
Gate 9 Area 10 Brown Frog Creek to Fern Gully Boneseed
BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale
CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings
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Office bearers: Any queries on Friends activities, please contact your office bearers, general queries to
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
President: Peter Watton (M) 0427 010 949, Email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
Vice President & Correspondence Secretary: Jim Spiker (M) 0430 247 705,
Email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
Treasurer & Minute Secretary: Donella Peters, (H) 8339 5639 (M) 0407 417 247,
10 Boomerang Cres, Aldgate, 5154. Email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes (H) 8388 2297 (M) 0427 841 425,
Email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
Membership Officer: Lorraine Billett (H) 8278 6623 (M) 0427 093 839, Email: lorray66@tpg.com.au
Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above) and
Working Bees: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Peter Watton (contact details above),
Glenn Giles (M) 0413 615 514, Email: gilesgd81@gmail.com and
John Wamsley - Almanda Creek mid-week activities - (M) 0407 716 074, Email: john@johnwamsley.com
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