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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Website: www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  Facebook: www.facebook.com/friendsofscottcreekcp 

Welcome to your summer edition of Bandicoot Tails.  

With the start of summer, our regular scheduled bushcare 
activities commence at the earlier time of 8.30am, meeting 
at the Almanda car park. Please let the leader know if you 
will be late and want to meet at the work site, in case there 
is a late change of location.  

Unless otherwise indicated, all articles and photos by Peter 
Watton. Please send any contributions for the autumn 
edition to info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au by mid-
February. 

The President’s words:  

This is the President’s Report for the Friends of Scott 
Creek Conservation Park AGM, 9th November 2021  

Can any one of us remember what was going on in Scott 
Creek Conservation Park between 2 December 2020 and 23 
January 2021? I think most of us were considering 
ourselves lucky to have escaped COVID-19 at the personal 
level, and we had a fair bit of passion around how Kangaroo 
Island and Cudlee Creek were going to recover from the 
bushfires of 2020. We were also somewhat relieved that 
our Park had been spared the devastation suffered by so 
much of the rest of the country. My biggest concern was 
wondering how I was going to fulfil the responsibilities of the President of FoSCCP, following the legend 
of Tom Hands and the dynamic work of Peter Watton. 

But let’s just reflect back for a moment to that ‘liminal’ time. Our 2020 AGM was an on-line ‘zoom’ 
meeting because face-to-face gatherings were still restricted – even though we were optimistic that we 
had come through the worst of that pandemic. The heart of the AGM was in Peter’s comprehensive 
report; but the mood was, ‘let’s get back to the business of caring for the Park’. 

And then 24 January 2021 arrived. 
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As has been extensively reported, over 500 hectares of the 720-hectare Park was burnt in a fairly slow 
moving but thorough fire. The rest of the year has been dominated by the response to this event. For a 
documentation of the time since then I suggest you go to our website and read the Bandicoot Tails 
newsletters for this period. 

Thank you. I know it is traditional to end with thankyous, but I’d like to say thank you up front to our 
amazing and resilient volunteer team at FoSCCP. I could spend the rest of this report singling out 
individual people for gratitude, but rarely do I come across volunteers who are just seeking personal 
acknowledgement. To those old and new, thank you. The heritage we leave behind for others now and in 
future generations will be valued and appreciated. 

Community Response. One of the most daunting tasks after the fire was simply sorting through and 
prioritising how we could deal with offers of assistance after the fire. Early on we set up the FIRG, (Fire 
Incident Response Group) with the aim of coordinating our responses. We took as a basic reference the 
Dept of Environment & Water publication, 2019/2020 Bushfire: South Australian Wildlife and Bushfire 
Recovery Framework. This was supplemented from the experience of our DEW Ranger staff and the 
pooled intimate knowledge of the Park through our FoSCCP leadership group. Early-on, FoSCCP members 
were aware that we had not suffered the burn in isolation. We deliberately wanted to connect with our 
neighbours in the local communities who had lived through this threat to their very homes, and were 
particularly concerned for our own long-standing Friends, Don & Donna Reid following the destruction of 
their home. A community meeting initiated by FoSCCP at Cherry Gardens Hall on 9 February 2021 was 
attended by more than 35 Friends and local community people. 

At the ‘Official’ level. We received immediate and genuine offers of help from our local MP Josh Teague 
who was already known to us in his interest in our work. The Minister for the Environment, David Speirs, 
and NPWS Department head, Mike Williams with Ranger Brent Lores made a tour of the fire-ground while 
it was still hot. They have maintained their support since and have initiated significant funding for 
recovery activities. Much appreciated has been the skilled contribution from Kat Hill, assigned part-time 
to oversee contracted bushcare work, as well as the help of several other expert staff from DEW. 

Bushcare Teams. As a ‘birdo’ I am amazed at the knowledge, skill, capacity, and energy of our bushcare 
teams. At FoSCCP we have everything from deep traditional knowledge through to the resourcefulness of 
the truly innovative when it comes to how to respond to the natural environment’s experience of fire. It is 
wonderful to witness such thoroughness in both the ‘micro’ and ‘macro’ awareness of the habitat of 
SCCP. I never cease to be awed by the detailed knowledge that informs our Friends’ bushcare tasks. They 
also somehow manage to keep the balance right between maintaining the unburnt ‘west’ and delicate 
management of what needs to be done in the burnt ‘east’. 

Funding. Can I share a poorly kept secret? I can only guess at how much funding has come our way 
since the fire. I do know that SCCP has attracted many times more dollars this year than last year. The 
Treasurer’s report will show some of this, but there are also other ‘internal’ allocations that have been 
made within DEW to ensure a substantial funding resource. On a further note, spontaneous generosity 
from local businesses and organisations has provided even more valued support for equipping our work 
and conservation efforts. All up? Start playing with ideas that extend to a possible $200.00.00.  

Fauna Care. I’m still resisting naming individuals, because the list will explode – or even worse, I will leave 
someone out! Great work on the part of those people who were in the hot fire-bed within the day 
rescuing and dealing humanely with injured animals and birds. For some, their work is ongoing. What 
remarkable dedication! It is astounding to discover that bandicoots and birds are emerging literally from 
ashes. There are also people who have our gratitude for the care they are taking in documenting the 
recovery needs of many species throughout the Park. 

Mackereth Cottage. Not forgotten by any means is the addition of the cottage and surrounding land to 
SCCP. There is a small sub-committee who is exploring just how we can make the best of the entrustment 
of this significant heritage asset to our Park responsibility. 



 

 

The ‘long-haul’. In a sense, this is business as usual. The FoSCCP task of contributing to the conservation 
value of SCCP has always been a long-term task. After the fire there were those who wanted it all to be 
put back the way it was within a year or so. But our group of 30 years’ experience knows that is far too 
short-sighted. As any possum or parrot can demonstrate, it takes about a century to produce a decent 
nest hollow. As true ‘tree-huggers’ several of us have lost some very real friends in the old familiar trees 
that have collapsed after being burnt. The DEW ‘Framework’ fire manual sets a time frame up to five 
years for recovery. The reality is that in bush like we have in SCCP, it may well take between 50 and 100 
years or more to get near to what we knew in December 2020. What we do know is, that when the 
fences, gates and signs are back, the community will again have that reassurance that this unique habitat 
in the MLR is getting the protection and recognition it needs. 

I finish with a piece from a Jason Tyndall poem that for me captures the full emotion of our connection to 
the SCCP. 

Jim Spiker 
President Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park. 

 

And to our precious park... 

The same heart 
that called for you  
Now weeps for you. 

We know you have a process, 
a way of responding. 
You were built for it.  
And soon,  
the bracken fern  
will begin to reach  
out its fingers and  
slowly unfurl  
into a blackened,  
but hopeful world. 

As will we. 

And, as she always does,  
our park will be waiting  
with her gentle birdsong  
to calm our minds  
and mend 
our broken hearts. 

And just as the bandicoots  
start digging again, 
and the antechinus 
start climbing,  
we will start  
to rebuild. 

Jason Tyndall 

 

Above: Jim thanking Donella for her years of service to the group, 
including the elected positions of Treasurer and Minute Secretary 
(photo Petra Hanke). 

Below: Jason at the Nature Play SA event run in Scott Creek CP at the 
Nature Festival in September. 



 

 

Elections: At our AGM, elections were held for positions on your group’s committee. The following 
nominations were received and all voted in unopposed: 

President     Jim Spiker 
Vice President     Peter Watton 
Correspondence Secretary  Diana Wright 
Treasurer     Andrew Biven  
Minute Secretary    vacant - TBA 
Administration Assistant  Jenny Dawes 
Membership Officer   Lorraine Billett 

As you can see, after Donella stepped down at the meeting, we did not receive any nominations for a new 
Minute Secretary. If you are interested in helping out with the running of the group, this is an excellent 
opportunity. We only hold general meetings every two months and, where possible, you just need to 
attend, take notes and write them up afterwards for circulation to the attendees. 

We would also like to have at least one other person join Jenny and Sue to help as Social and Events 
Coordinators. This simply means catching up with each other occasionally to plan social lunches, visits to 
exhibitions, excursions and the like, and to help with events run by the Friends group in the Park. 

If you feel you can contribute in any way, please contact Jim at president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. 

Volunteer hours: 

Thanks to Jenny for once again compiling our volunteer hours, for the 1st July 2020 to 30th June 2021 
financial year, to pass on to Brent and DEW/NPWS. There was a record total of 5,393.5 hours contributed, 
which reflects additional work contributed in the aftermath of the January fire. At the applicable hourly 
volunteer rate of $45.10, this equates to a huge $243,246.85.  

The hours are broken down as follows (we don’t include the social activities):  
 2,620.5 hours bushcare (880 hours for regular scheduled bushcare activities, 1,562 hours for the 

Almanda Project showcase site and 178.5 hours additional informal work)  
 1,176.5 hours bird-banding (including data management and net repairs) 
 150 hours propagating seedlings 
 7.5 hours on park events (most cancelled due to COVID-19)  
 1,394 hours on administration and meetings (including Bandicoot Tails, Facebook, grant writing and 

acquittals, attendance at Bushfire Recovery Workshop, etc.) 
 45 hours on the website and cartography  



 

 

Nature Festival of South Australia 2021: 

The Nature Festival of SA came to Scott Creek CP 
on an fine but overcast day in late September, as 
Nature Play SA ran several guided walks in the Park.  

The day kicked off with two family walks - Into the 
wild: a walk where bandicoots dig and blue wrens 
sing. Jason Tyndall, General Manager of Nature 
Play SA, talked about the unique flora and fauna in 
the park, and many of the special relationships 
between them.  

In the afternoon, there were three tours of the post
-fire ground - From the ashes: a walk in to explore 
fire recovery in Scott Creek Conservation Park. Jason 
van Weenen, Senior Ecologist with Green Adelaide, 
led these walks and talked about the ecology of fire 
and what the future looks like for biodiversity in 
the Park.  

 

Above: The morning family walks in Almanda Valley and looking for orchids along Mineshaft Track.  

Below: The afternoon fire recovery walks up Bandicoot Track. 

Above: The gazebo and display before the Nature Festival 

walks started. 



 

 

Jason Tyndall  

The spring chorus of colour has slowly come to an end making way for more resilient forms of life that thrive in hot 
dry conditions. But spring is not forgotten as it has left a plethora of seeds that will ripen and begin their journey of 
survival and growth.  

The summer blooms over the next three months are more important than ever for the Park especially for the inverte-
brate fauna as they slowly move back into fire affected areas. For some they will continue to thrive – others their road 
to recovery will be longer. 

But summer is the season of resilience. Something that we have all shown at some point in our lives – especially in 
recent times. From the deep trenches of winter to the searing heat of summer, nature has her extremes of emotions 
and growth.  

For now, let summer remind us how beautiful nature is - for each season of life holds something new, different, and 
offers an opportunity to reset and look towards a new year with optimism and renewed hope.  

Here are some life forms that you may encounter during summer: 

 

Summer.  

Common Brown (Heteronympha merope) 
Throughout spring one of the most common butterflies in the Park 
was the Painted Lady – as spring transitioned to summer the male 
Common Brown becomes more prominent. Towards the end of 
summer males become less common. Females (lighter colour with 
creamy patches on the wigs) take over. The food plants for Common 
Browns are common throughout Park and include spear grass 
(Austrostipa spp.), kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra), tussock 
grass (Poa spp.), and introduced grasses. As you walk the Park, no 
doubt you will be greeted by flittering Common Browns. 

Christmas Bush (Bursaria spinosa) 
One of summer’s finest and most notable bloomers. The Christmas 
Bush, also known as Sweet Bursaria, carries a fragrance that drifts 
on the summer breeze. With anything that flowers in summer, it is 
well sought after by nectar-seeking invertebrates and birds. At any 
given time a myriad of beetles, native bees, ants, butterflies and 
other insects can be observed visiting the flowers. The seeds also 
provide an important food source for birds and insects. Be sure to 
stop when you encounter a Christmas Bush. Take in the fragrance, 
watch the flowers, and exist in nature for a few uninterrupted 
moments. 

Pink Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium roseum) 
Many associate orchids with spring – and whilst the mosaic and 
diversity of wildflowers is at its highest – there is quiet bloomer that 
dances all through summer – the Pink Hyacinth Orchid. Generally 
preferring Stringybark Forests, this orchid is unique in many ways.  
Firstly, it doesn’t have any leaves – instead shoots up an asparagus-
like stem, and secondly it relies on some soil disturbance to thrive. 
Often the soil disturbance is undertaken by the Endangered 
Southern Brown Bandicoot. This relationship highlights the 
interconnected complexities of the Park’s ecosystems – we are 
indeed fortunate to have so many involved in monitoring and 
contributing to bandicoot and whole-of-park conservation. 

Box Mistletoe (Amyema miquelii) 

The idea of mistletoe being bad is perhaps one the biggest 
misconceptions by many who haven’t immersed themselves in the 
beauty and complexity of nature. Not only is mistletoe important for 
small birds seeking protection and for nectar-seeking animals – but 
there are species in the Park that depend on mistletoe as a host 
plant. These include the Mistletoe Day Moth, Mistletoe Browntail 
Moth, Genoveva Azure Butterfly, and the Mistletoebird. Mistletoe is 
a semi-parasitic plant – meaning it does not kill its host. However if 
the host is sick it can succumb. When you see mistletoe hanging 
low – stop and see if you can observe some signs of life on the 
leaves. 
  



 

 

A poem from the book Where the Birds Sing and Wildflowers Dance by Jason Tyndall that is 
ideal to transition our minds into a new year: 

 
A new day 
  
I sat, 
listened, 
and quietly watched as 
as the sun’s light 
stretched to the darkest 
corners of the sky. 
  
The morning air 
filled my lungs 
with a renewed purpose 
for the day ahead. 
  
The birds were busy 
The wind was soft, 
and dew drops hung 
in spider webs, 
like tiny crystals. 
  
Breathe in. 
Breathe out. 
It’s a new day. 

     
The leaves subtly sway 
in the stillness of the day. 
The heavy white clouds 
slowly drift 
across an endless 
blue canvas. 
  
Everything is still. 
  
Your mind 
is quiet. 
  
Your mind 
is listening. 



 

 

Tom’s seat: A special thank you to Deon, who has replaced the damaged timbers on Tom’s Seat, up on 
Cup Gum Track. Deon created and installed the original seat in memory of his uncle back in September 
2016 and, when visiting the spot with Sue post-fire, resolved to repair it. Below are photos of the seat one 
week after the fire and present day, after it was repaired in November. 



 

 

Above: One of many hillsides 
in the Park, where we have 
enjoyed the mass flowering 
on Yacca (Xanthorrhoea 
semiplana ssp. semiplana). 

Left & right: Yellow-tailed 
Black Cockatoos, enjoying 
more than just the sight of 
the flowering Yacca. A group 
of six were seen eating the 
grubs from inside of the 
flowering stalks and, like the 
one on the right, licking the 
nectar from the flowers 
themselves. 



 

 

Bushcare activities: 

During spring, the Almanda Bush Gardening group worked along Bryophyte Flat again, removing invasive 
weeds and planting food plants for the Southern Brown Bandicoot. The good news is that the Bandicoots 
have returned to the area, and at least one has had young this season.  

Assisting with the restoration of this part of the park, BandiBunch have adopted the area between Dorset 
Vale Road and Matthews Road, Quoyii Flat.  

7th September 2021—Area 16, seven volunteers worked in the fire scar near old gate 10, removing 
seedling Boneseed, Broom and Tree Lucerne, plus some Salvation Jane. There turned out to be a lot more 
than could be finished, so we decided to engage contractors to complete the work. 

12th September 2021—cancelled inclement weather. 

25th September 2021—10 volunteers patrolled along Fern Creek, up Twisted Chimney Track and back, 
looking for any miscellaneous fire responsive weeds we could find. Most of the area was in good 
condition with relatively few of these weeds, but we did find Boneseed, Erica, Broom, Tree Lucerne and 
South African Daisy. 

5th October 2021—8 volunteers worked in the upper Viminaria Creek are to remove Montpellier Broom 
seedlings that had been recorded post-fire. There were also a few Watsonia bulbs dug up and removed, 
and some Blackberry was cut and swabbed. 

10th October 2021—Area 22, 11 volunteers removed many Broom seedlings, along with a few Boneseed, 
South African Daisy, Black Nightshade and Spear Thistle from the fire ground adjacent to Almanda Creek.  

Above: Montpellier Broom seedlings being removed near old gate 10 near Mount Bold Ridge Track and morning tea  
(photo Janet Davill). 

Above: The team heading up Fern Creek. Above: Tackling the Broom seedlings along Almanda Creek.  



 

 

23rd October 2021—Area 13 the Crossroads, 11 volunteers spent the morning removing hundreds of 
Broom seedlings that had emerged post-fire above Fern Creek. 

2nd November 2021—Area 1 Nicholls Road, 7 volunteers started the daunting task of dealing with 
Boneseed, Broom, Tree Lucerne and South African Daisy, priority was given to the removal of seed from 
the larger Broom. A follow-up visit by Peter, Kat (NPWS) and Mark (H&F Landscape Board) saw this added 
to contractor work to finish off the first round of treatment. 

14th November 2021—cancelled due to poor weather. 

27th November 2021—Area 25 Almanda Valley, 9 volunteers went to the north-eastern corner to work 
on Boneseed, Erica, Gorse and Montpellier Broom that had been spotted flowering in September. 
Unfortunately we found many more weeds here, including Rose and Blackberry. Contractors will be 
engaged to help with these in the future, while today we worked on the previously seen weeds. 

Above: Montpellier Broom above Fern Cree at the crossroads. Above: Thousands of Tree Lucerne seedlings at Nicholls Rd.  



 

 

Blue-bell Creeper or Sollya (Billardiera heterophylla): 

We received a bit of a shock when looking for Sollya in the fire scare, on the west side of Helipad Hill. This 
is a weed climber that is now known to be fire responsive, and that we have been working on for some 
years in this area, since a prescribed burn in 2007. We had waypoints for a lot of plants that have been 
treated here, so went straight to them. What we found, however, we didn’t immediately recognise as Sol-
lya. After doing a bit of research, which included finding a taxonomic revision of the Genus, these seed-
lings were confirmed as being the dreaded Sollya. Note the tri-lobed young leaves and the crenulated 
(toothed) edges (circled in red), which the adult leaves don’t have. The first photo shows a mature plant. 



 

 

Contractor work being undertaken in the park: 

As mentioned earlier, the Friends group has received a huge amount of assistance from Kat Hill, Senior 
Ranger, in coordinating the substantial amount of contractor work being undertaken to assist post-fire 
recovery in the Park. Kat has been preparing work orders and site visits with the contractors, and keeping 
track of spending from the various grants and other funding we have received through an increasingly 
more complex spreadsheet.  

Most weeks I have ventured into the Park with Kat to spend a few hours inspecting areas where we have 
historical records of priority fire responsive weeds, where we have had previous contractor work done or 
spots that are part of our regular cycle of bushcare activities. On these visits, we have sometimes been 
joined by Brent Lores, our Liaison Ranger, Anthony (Ant) Abley, Conservation Ecologist, Jen Pitman, 
District Ranger, Mark Fagan, Landscape Officer, and a couple of others.  

The aim of these visits is to assess the stage of growth of the main fire-responsive weeds, as well as how 
many and how dense the weeds are. This enables us to prioritise timing and select the most suitable 
treatment for future contractor work, while also checking on previous work completed.  

The map below shows track logs taken on my 
handheld GPS during these and a few other visits that 
have taken place since the January 24th fire. The first 
was the drive through the fire scar with NPWS and 
H&F Landscape Board staff a couple of weeks after the 
fire, shown in blue. The orange tracks were a couple in 
autumn, mainly in conjunction with the Bassian Thrush 
funding allocated to the Park. The pink tracks were in 
winter and mostly correspond with when Kat started 
her work with us. Finally, the yellow tracks are from 
spring, when visits became more frequent. As the 
colours have been added in chronological order, some 
of the earlier tracks have been hidden by the more 
recent ones, particularly the more numerous yellow. Above: Ant and Kat on a site inspection in October. 



 

 

I thought in this edition of Bandicoot Tails, I would summarise some of the behind the scenes work that 
has gone into grant writing and fundraising for post-fire recovery of the Park. Of course work doesn’t stop 
in the unburnt western side of the Park either, and has also been included here. 

It is a little strange the way the mind (and heart) works, just going back and re-reading some of the early 
emails after the fire certainly brings back memories of how it impacted us all. I think in my own mind, I 
was pretty confident that the vegetation would recover in time, but the thought of the devastation the 
fire would have on the wildlife was what was front of mind. And then, of course, we found out about Don 
and Donna’s home getting burnt down. 

We were overwhelmed by the volume of heartfelt messages of support and sympathy that were received, 
from staff and volunteers from NPWS, DEW, Landscape Boards, other Friends and Landcare groups, plus 
local community groups and businesses, friends, family and the general public. David Speirs, Minister for 
the Environment and Water, and local MP Josh Teague also phoned Jim to pass on their thoughts and 
sympathy. They set about arranging a visit to the fire ground with DEW executives within a week and, at 
this time, a commitment was made to ensure funding was able to be accessed for recovery actions. 

Brent and Ant also visited the Park within a couple of days of the fire, and Ant was already having 
thoughts about recovery work. To start with, this included the existing federally funded Bassian Thrush 
threat abatement project. Initially there was $21,000 allocated for this work in Scott Creek CP late in 
2020, but by the end of June 2021 $54,035 had been spent in the Park. Most of this was used to patrol 
major creeklines for resprouting Blackberry, and for tackling several large infestations of Erica (Tree 
Heath). Kat commenced her secondment with NPWS from Green Adelaide, to help manage the on-ground 
logistics of the Bassian Thrush project across its extent in the Mount Lofty Ranges.  

Brent, Ant and I had our first face to face meeting to discuss funding options, and to divide the grant 
applications between the three of us, in mid-February. 

Initially there were three sources of funding. The two committed to by the Minister were from DEW for 
$25,000, to be managed through Friends of Parks Inc., and $25,000 through the Nature Foundation SA 
Wildlife Recovery Fund Grants Program. This was the program that funded much fire recovery work from 
the Kangaroo Island and Cudlee Creek fires from the summer of 2019-2020. There was an additional 
$3,000 linked to this funding once the first $25,000 was expended and reported on, making it a total of 
$28,000. 

The third source of funding was through the Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife Community 
Conservation Grants 2021. Unfortunately this application, which focussed on total grazing pressure and 
threatened flora and fauna monitoring in particular, was not endorsed by the assessment panel. 

Above left: A field of Cape Tulip, Watsonia and Salvation 

Jane in Kangaroo Gully. 

Above: A small patch of garden escapees at the site of an 

old dwelling near gate 11 and Shingleback Track. 



 

 

The map below was prepared by Ant, using GIS data from the Friends records. It shows the Cherry 
Gardens fire scar as the grey shading (not Cherryville as stated on the map), and divides the burnt eastern 
side of the Park into north and south halves, to help apportion funding between the two main grants. 

It took some time for the funding to be approved and deposited into the relevant accounts, so that we 
could get contractor work arranged. The first priority was simply checking known locations of the priority 
fire responsive weeds.  

As we patrolled various creeklines, where we expected particularly rapid growth, we saw  a lot of 
variation in what was regenerating. Montpellier Broom germinated in carpets of seedlings, while we 
found only small re-sprouts of Blackberry and very little Boneseed. Erica also re-sprouted from the 
lignotubers, but we found no evidence of seedlings.  

Above left: Craig from Mint Green inspecting Brown Frog 

Creek with Kat and Jenny. 

Above right: Kat and Mark discuss contractor work at 

Blackwater Dam. 



 

 

What really shocked us was how quickly the  bulb weeds produced strong leafy growth, a lot earlier in the 
season than would usually happen without the fire. Watsonia and Cape Tulip appeared where we didn ’t 
recall them from the past, though that may simply be smaller 
patches being hidden amongst the dense native undergrowth. All 
manner of other bulb weeds also grew well, including Soursob, 
Freesia, Sparaxis, One O’clock and various other garden bulbs.  

We expected the Salvation Jane to do well, but perhaps didn’t 
expect the Capeweed so much. The South African Daisy and Black 
Nightshade also did well as expected, though a lot less where we 
have managed it in the better quality areas of native vegetation in 
the Park. I had never seen the herbaceous Pimpernel as large and 
lush as in the creeklines after the fire.  

It appeared to be somewhat later that we found masses of Tree 
Lucerne seedlings in various parts of the Park. A lot of these were 
where most of us have never had to remove a seedling, but 
clearly there were some large adult plants around in the early day 
of the Friends group. We have only found a handful of Gorse 
seedlings recently in one part of the fire scar, but have plenty of historical waypoints to check now that 
we know they are germinating. 

To other funding, members of our bushcare team, Jenny and Andrew Biven, suggested and prepared a 
grant application for $10,000 from the Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust, which they have previously sought 
funding from for other projects. This was also for contractor work in the fire scar, and was approved in 
quick time. An application for funds from the Friends of Parks Gift Fund was also successful in obtaining 
$5,000 for contractor work. Donations received since the fire added up to more than $7,000 and will be 
used for other expenses or for contractor work when the other grant funding, which have deadlines, is 
fully expended.  

We also received a further $10,000 donation from the Carthew Family Foundation, to be spent in 
conjunction with our ongoing Almanda Project. This means this funding can be utilise wherever it is 
needed in the Park, whether it be in the burnt or unburnt sections. 

A Green Adelaide Grassroots Grant application for $8,349 (including GST), for the treatment of 210 Olives 
of varying sizes in the Panhandle, was recently announced as successful, and will ensure this single largest 
infestation of Olives in the Park is removed. We were also successful with a National Parks and Wildlife 
Service Friends of Parks grant under the ‘Small Grants’ Program. We applied for $5,500 (including GST) to 
continue the treatment of a large patch of Erica and Sollya in the north-west corner of the Panhandle. 

Above: Jen taking photos at a site visit. 

Above left: Blackberry re-sprouting in Brown Frog Creek 

during a site visit in September. 

Above right: Kat hand weeding Broom seedlings in Bushrat 

Creek, this was often done where there were isolated weeds. 



 

 

Both of these grants are important in continuing our progress managing the unburnt western side of the 
Park. 

There is one other grant application that has been recently submitted, for $57,200 (including GST) spread 
over three years. This is another National Parks and Wildlife Service Friends of Parks grant, this one under 
the ‘Partnership Grants’ Program. A big thanks to Jen Pitman for doing the hard work on this one, which 
included contacting and getting the following organisations to partner with us in managing post-fire 
recovery in the area—Landscapes SA Hills and Fleurieu, South Australian Seed Conservation Centre, 
Adelaide Hills Council, SA Water and DEW Fire Management Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Region. 

Mark Fagan, who has been a strong advocate and supporter of weed management in the Park, in his roles 
in the previous Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges and current Landscapes SA Hills and 
Fleurieu, continues to provide funding and support when able to, for contractors to work on targeted 
species of weeds, both in the Park and on private properties and roadsides nearby. 

I hope everyone can appreciate the huge amount of work involved in this, from initial planning, sourcing 
and applying for funding, liaising with contactors and inspecting sites, arranging work orders, receiving 
and dealing with reports and invoices from contractors, maintaining spreadsheets to keep track of it all, 
and then completing acquittal reports (including photos) for funding bodies as each grant is finalised. Of 
course we also need to ensure we are able to spread the funding to cover all of the priority work we want 
and need done. I once again express my sincere thanks to Kat for all her help with this, but also Ant, 
Brent, Jen and Mark for their ongoing assistance and support.  

Below is a list of the main work that contractors have completed during spring, starting with work in the 
fire scar: 
 North Viminaria Creek/Gurr Road—Erica control 
 Gate 7 Bushrat Track—Erica control 
 Bandicoot Track gate 3—spray Cape Tulip, Freesia 
 Kangaroo Gully—spray Cape Tulip 
 Mackereth Cottage car park—spray Cape Tulip 
 Neville Road Track Batwatch Dam to Woodduck Creek—spray Cape Tulip, Watsonia, One O’clock, 

Freesia/Sparaxis 
 Neville Road Track Fern Creek—spray Watsonia, Cape Tulip, other bulb weeds, Blackberry 
 Brown Frog Gully, Fern Gully to Fern Creek and Gracilis Creek—spray Blackberry, hand weed 

Boneseed, treat other weeds opportunistically 
 Bushrat Creek—spray Blackberry and Montpellier Broom seedlings, treat other weeds 

opportunistically 
 Bushrat Creek and North Bushrat Creek junction—spray Watsonia 
 Viminaria Creek south track—Erica control 

Above left: Cape Tulip sprayed alongside Bandicoot Track. Above right: Montpellier Broom sprayed end of Yacca Track. 



 

 

 End of Yacca Track—spray Montpellier 
Broom seedlings, Capeweed and Bridal 
Creeper, hand weed Boneseed 

 Bushrat Track, upper Viminaria Creeks, Gurr 
Road—spray Watsonia, Montpellier Broom 
and Tree Lucerne seedlings 

 Gate 12 Cave Creek south—spray Bridal 
Creeper, Montpellier Broom seedlings, 
Horehound, and Scotch Thistle 

 Cave Creek—spray Blackberry, treat Arum 
Lily, Olive and Pussy Willow 

 Pennant Ridge—spray Cape Tulip and 
Freesia/Sparaxis 

 Gate 11, old gate 10, are near power pylon 
on Mount Bold Ridge Track—treat various 
weeds including Montpellier Broom, Tree 
Lucerne, Blue Periwinkle, Chasmanthe, Soursob, Fumaria, Pimpernel, Thistle, One O’clock, St Johns 
Wort, Monadenia, Salvation Jane, Veined Verbena, etc. 

The following work was in the unburnt western side of the Park: 
 Almanda Valley—spray Cape Tulip 
 Almanda Valley—Erica control 
 The Panhandle—spray Bridal Creeper 

The map below shows the main areas worked in by contractors during spring. 

Peter Watton 
Bushcare—Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting 

Above: Tree Lucerne seedlings alongside Cup Gum Track, 

didn’t appear until much later after the fire than Broom. 



 

 

Bird Banding Notes: September—November 2021 

It has been a mixed season for bird-banding. The results of our efforts clearly show the impact of the fire 
in January. While we have seen some unexpected recaptures in the burnt areas, overall our numbers are 
well down in those places. In fact, without the rush of 28 Red-browed Finches late on Saturday at the 
Panhandle, our catch would be well down on usual. There were a few occasions when the weather was 
either windy or wet – or both, which did not make it comfortable for banders and birds. 

The table shows that we processed 19 species for the quarter and re-captured 15 birds. The most 
significant recapture was a 6+ Striated Thornbill at Twisted Chimney site. This was an ‘experiment’ to see 
what birds had survived the fire. This bird was remarkable in that it was captured in an area that had been 
severely burnt and was originally banded around 1.5 kilometres away at Mackereth Cottage. It is not 
known whether it has survived the fire here or at the Cottage. 

We usually recorded about 24 species each time we were banding. Both the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo were seen across most of the banding sites. Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes are 
active and the Grey Shrike-thrushes were very busy negotiating nesting relationships. There are several 
groups of White-winged Choughs through the park; a flock of fifteen or more was seen at Almanda track 
site. A Magpie-Lark was seen near Twisted Chimney which is an uncommon sighting in the Park.  

Bird 4/5 Sep 
Panhandle 

8 Sep 
Twisted 
Chimney 

18 Sep 
The 

Plantation 

16/17 Oct 
Almanda 
Battery 

7 Nov 
Derwentia 

Valley 

20/21 Nov 
Almanda 

Track 

Total 

Brown-headed 
Honeyeater 

        3   3 

Brown Thornbill 4 1         5 

Buff-rumped 
Thornbill 

2         1 3 

Crescent 
Honeyeater 

1       1   2 

Eastern Spinebill 1         1 2 

European 
Goldfinch 

1           1 

Golden Whistler 1     1 1 1 4 

Grey Fantail 2         1 3 

Horsfield’s Bronze 
Cuckoo 

1         1 2 

New Holland  
Honeyeater 

  2   8     10 

Red-browed Finch 31     1     32 

Scarlet Robin           1 1 

Silvereye   3   1   2 6 

Striated Pardalote           2 2 

Striated Thornbill 4 3 1 2   2 12 

Superb Fairy-wren 7 3 3 6   2 21 

White-browed 
Scrubwren 

  1   8     9 

White-naped 
Honeyeater 

      3     3 

Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater 

1       1   2 

TOTAL 56 13 4 30 6 14 123 



 

 

There appears to be an installation of Dusky Woodswallows near Mackereth Cottage. This has been the 
place for two ‘first in SCCP’ sightings of a White-winged Triller and a Rufous Songlark, as well as a visit 
from a Varied Sittella foraging through burnt bark on fallen trees. Apparently these birds are known to 
turn up after the has been a fire. The distinctive call of the Peaceful Dove has also been heard at a couple 
of sites. Red-rumped Parrots have been checking tree hollows at Almanda carpark and Rufous Whistlers 
are becoming more common around this area. While we were at Derwentia we caught sight of an Elegant 
Parrot overhead. 

I have been wading my way through our old hand-written records and creating searchable spreadsheet 
data on our banding since 2000. I hope to come up with some relevant trends from this data that may 
help us in the way we continue to conduct our banding. Our project has been recently renewed with the 

Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme 
under the Federal Government 
Environment Department. We will be 
adding to the previous goals of noting 
how birds ‘adjust’ to the habitat 
regeneration (from the early 1990’s) to 
now make observation of the effect of 
the January fire across the burnt and 
unburnt sections of the Park. 

Jim Spiker 

Above left: Striated Pardalote putting on a display. 

Below left: The banding team at Derwentia Creek. 

Above right: Eastern Spinebill. 

Below right: Brown-headed Honeyeater. 

Left: Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (photo Jim Spiker). 



 

 

Photo Gallery: 

 Clockwise from top left: One of a number of colonies 

of Black Fire-orchid (Pyrorchis nigricans) that flowered 

prolifically after the fire, in most years there is only the 

occasionally individual that flowers; state rare Narrow-

lipped or Queen Spider-orchid (Caladenia leptochila or 

Arachnorchis leptochila); Pygmy Pink Fingers (Caladenia 

pygmaea or Petalochilus pygmaeus) - flower green 

outside pink inside separates from Tiny Pink Fingers 

(Caladenia pusilla or Petalochilus pusillus) which has 

dark buds; Lemon Sun-orchid (Thelymitra antennifera) 

with a native bee with pollinia stuck on its back. 



 

 

Photo Gallery (cont.): 

 

Below left: Common Treefoil (Lotus australis), previously 

recorded as likely to be in the Park, but not confirmed until a 

few plants were seen in Mackereth Creek in November. 

Below right: Blue Heron’s-bill (Erodium crinitum), a new 

species record for the Park in several creeklines burnt during 

the January fire. 

Above left: Blue Pincushion (Brunonia australis). 

Below left: Common Froglet in Mackereth Creek. 

Above right: Twining Fringe-lily (Thysanotus patersonii). 

Below right: Long-tailed Pea-blue. 



 

 

Photo Gallery (cont.): 

Clockwise from top left: Tall Leek-orchid dark form (Prasophyllum elatum); Tall Leek-orchid green form (P. elatum); nationally 

vulnerable Pale Leek-orchid (P. pallidum); Tawny Leek-orchid (P. sp. Bushfires); Scented Leek-orchid (P. odoratum); and 

Fitzgerald’s Leek-orchid (P. fitzgeraldii). 



 

 

Photo Gallery (cont.): 

Below left: Southern Boobook. Below right: Brush Bronzewing 

Above left: Southern Brown Bandicoot, which seems to be 

quite the hit with photographers at Almanda Creek— 

please do not feed the wildlife! 

Below left: We’ve seen several Sleepy Lizards in areas of the 

Park that were burnt in the January fire, clearly found 

somewhere to hide. 

Above right: Short-beaked Echidna, which survived the 

January fire, but not unscathed, note the burnt spines. 

 

Below right: The resident Red-bellied Black Snake also 

survived the fire at Blackwater Dam. 



 

 

Calendar of Environmental Events coming up: 

Saturday 11th December is International Mountain Day  

The theme of this year's International Mountain Day on 11 December 
will be sustainable mountain tourism. 

Sustainable tourism in mountains can contribute to creating additional 
and alternative livelihood options and promoting poverty alleviation, 
social inclusion, as well as landscape and biodiversity conservation. It is 
a way to preserve the natural, cultural and spiritual heritage, to 
promote local crafts and high value products, and celebrate many 
traditional practices such as local festivals. 

Mountain tourism attracts around 15 to 20 percent of global tourism. Tourism, however, is one of the sectors most 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, affecting economies, livelihoods, public services and opportunities on all 
continents. In mountains, the restrictions of the pandemic have further compounded the vulnerabilities of 
mountain communities. 

This crisis can be seen as an opportunity to rethink mountain tourism and its impact on natural resources and 
livelihoods, to manage it better, and to harness it towards a more resilient, green and inclusive future. 

https://www.fao.org/international-mountain-day/theme/en/ 

Wednesday 2nd February is World Wetlands Day 

Theme for 2022: Wetlands Action for People & Nature. 

World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year on 2 February. This day marks the date of the 
adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on 
the shores of the Caspian Sea.  

https://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day 

World Wetlands Day is celebrated annually on 2nd February. Wetlands are distinct ecosystems that are flooded by 
water. They are considered the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems and often support high concentrations of 
animals, including fish, birds, mammals, and invertebrates. They are habitats for a dense variety of aquatic plants, 
adapted to the unique hydric soil. They also provide ecosystem services that benefit humanity, including water 
filtration, flood control, and storm protection. Wetlands occur naturally on every continent. 

The destruction of wetlands is a concern because they are some of the most productive habitats on the planet. 
World Wetlands Day is observed to raise global awareness about the vital role of wetlands for people and our 
planet.  

https://eventlas.com/world-wetlands-day/ 

 

Right: Fox Bog, a 

drying wetland in 

Scott Creek CP. 



 

 

Summer Program of Activities December 2021 – February 2022 

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park welcome visitors to any of our activities, but it is best to contact us 
beforehand to confirm details. This is particularly important with regard to COVID-19 restrictions, which makes it 
essential that anyone considering a visit to an activity contact us beforehand to ensure this will still be possible at 

the time. Thank you.  
For enquiries or information see contact details at the end of this program or on our website 

www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au. 
NOTE: Activities in the park and social events in the Adelaide Hills will be cancelled if a fire ban or severe weather 

warning/thunderstorms are announced for the Mount Lofty Ranges. Bird banding will also be cancelled in 
conditions that may adversely affect the birds. See links to BOM & CFS websites below. 

Bushcare activities: during summer meet at the earlier time of 8.30am, Almanda Mine Car Park, Dorset Vale Rd  

This enables everyone to sign in and be brought up-to-date with last minute changes. BYO morning tea and a small 
back pack to carry it, in case we are working further from the cars. 

Contact our Admin. Assistant for details about regular mid-week bush gardening activities at Almanda Creek. 

BOM website: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/dorset-vale 
CFS website: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings 

Month/Day Date Activity Location 

DECEMBER 2021       

Saturday, Sunday 4, 5 Bird Banding MC, Mackereth Cottage (car park), 6:30 am 

Tuesday 7 Bushcare To be advised 

Sunday 12 Bushcare To be advised 

Friday 17 Christmas Event 
Scott Creek Oval, Scott Creek Rd, 6.00pm start—more 

information to come. 

Saturday, Sunday 18, 19 Bird Banding KG, Kangaroo Gully, Gate 3, 6:30am 

Saturday 25 Christmas Day Take the day off! 

JANUARY 2022       

Tuesday 4 Bushcare To be advised 

Sunday 9 Bushcare To be advised 

Saturday, Sunday 15, 16 Bird Banding GR, Gurr Road, Gate 4, 6:30 am 

Wednesday 19  
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Joan’s Pantry—Hawthorndene at noon (Watahuna Ave  
opposite the oval) 

Saturday 22 Bushcare To be advised 

Saturday, Sunday 29, 30 Bird Banding PR, Pennant Ridge, Gate 11, 6:30 am 

FEBRUARY 2022       

Tuesday 1 Bushcare To be advised 

Saturday, Sunday 5, 6, Bird Banding XR, Cross Roads via Gate 3, 7:00 am 

Tuesday 8 
General Mtg 
All welcome! 

Cherry Gardens CFS at 7:30 pm 

Sunday 13 Bushcare To be advised 

Thursday 17 
Social Lunch 
All Welcome 

Essence—Stirling at noon (down lane between children's 
wear shop and Gardiners Real Estate in Stirling's main street) 

Saturday, Sunday 19, 20 Bird Banding FB, Fox Bog via Gate 9, 7:00 am 

Saturday 26 Bushcare To be advised 

http://www.friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/?lat=-35.1&lon=138.7&url=/sa/dorset-vale/&name=Dorset+Vale
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/bans_and_ratings.jsp


 

 

Office bearers: 
Any queries on Friends activities, please contact the relevant person below, general queries to  
info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

President: Jim Spiker (M) 0430 247 705, Email: president@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au    

Vice President: Peter Watton (M) 0427 010 949,  Email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Treasurer: Andrew Biven, (M) 0404 878 344, Email: treasurer@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Correspondence Secretary: Diana Wright Email: secretary@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au 

Administration Assistant: Jenny Dawes (H) 8388 2297 (M) 0427 841 425,            
Email: info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au  

Minute Secretary: Vacant—please let us know if you would be able to help with this role 

Membership Officer: Lorraine Billett (H) 8278 6623 (M) 0427 093 839, Email: lorray66@tpg.com.au  

Other roles and positions: 

Bird Banding Coordinator: Jim Spiker (contact details above) 

Bushcare Coordinator: Jenny Dawes (contact details above) 

Assistant Bushcare Coordinator: Glenn Giles (M) 0413 615 514, Email: gilesgd81@gmail.com 

Bushcare — Grants & Funding, Contractor Liaison & Reporting: Peter Watton (contact details above) 

Bush Gardening Almanda Creek: John Wamsley (M) 0407 716 074, Email: john@johnwamsley.com 

Editor Bandicoot Tails & Facebook: Peter Watton (contact details above)     

Website Coordinator: Rick Williams (M) 0424 308 011, Email: webmaster@friendsofscottcreek.org.au  

Social & Events Coordinators: Jenny Dawes (contact details above), Sue Braddock-Smith (M) 0447 028 458,       
Email: almanda11@bigpond.com 

mailto:info@friendsofscottcreekcp.org.au
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