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The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park  

Almanda Project 

To restore threatened wetlands in Scott Creek Conservation Park by 
rehabilitating upland swamps, bogs, spring-fed gullies and seasonal 

creeklines. 
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Introduction 
 
This report is the fourth annual report on the Almanda Project1. The Almanda Project 
commenced in July 2014 with the aim of restoring rare and beautiful native habitat 
along eight riparian areas (wetland areas along watercourses) of the Scott Creek sub-
catchment within Scott Creek Conservation Park. The Almanda Project is named after 
the Almanda Swamp and Creek system in the centre of the park, where historic ruins 
of an old silver mine, established in 1868, can still be seen today.  
 
There are few surviving 
examples of natural riparian 
areas that remain in the Mount 
Lofty Ranges, due to land 
clearing and draining farmland 
since European settlement. 
Many that remain continue to 
degrade due to livestock 
grazing, weed invasion, erosion 
and altered water regimes. 
Scott Creek Conservation Park, 
together with Mount Bold 
Reservoir Reserve managed by 
SA Water, and other substantial 
landholdings nearby that are 
owned by Forestry SA, 
ElectraNet, local councils and 
private landholders, is one of the largest contiguous areas of remnant and revegetated 
native vegetation within the region, and represents an important biodiversity hotspot of 
considerable conservation value.  
 
The inaugural meeting of Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park was held in 1990, 
five years after the Conservation Park was proclaimed. In the Park, the group 
undertakes restoration work that includes rehabilitation of the creek systems, bush 
regeneration throughout the woodland areas, and tubestock planting to revegetate 
more degraded areas. There is monitoring, documenting weed and native species 
locations, and a bird banding program that has run since 1993.  
 
The Friends group organise regular social gatherings and annual public walks in the 
Park. There is a regular newsletter published and the group maintains a web-site2, 
which comprises a wealth of information available to the wider community. In 2018, 
the Friends group started its own Facebook page, to share information and photos 
about current activities in the Park. 
 

                                                           
1
 The Almanda Project is described in more detail in the Almanda Report 2015 written by Tom Hands and John 

Wamsley available at http://www.johnwamsley.com/Books.html.  
2
 www.friendsofscottcreek.org.au 

Above: Stone walling beside track in Viminaria Creek. 

http://www.johnwamsley.com/Books.html
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The project is restoring and 
increasing the extent and 
quality of habitat by 
strategically removing large 
infestations of serious 
environmental weeds to 
facilitate natural regeneration. 
The project is integrated with 
regional and local government 
conservation programs. 
 
The Almanda Report 2018 
begins with the President’s 
Report, where Peter Watton 
summarises progress in all 
aspects of the Project, from 
grants and fundraising, to on-
ground volunteer and 
contractor work. More details of 
the work being done in each of 
the major creek systems within 
the Park follows this, including 
that done by both volunteers 
and contractors. 
 
This report is a tribute to all 
those people who are part of 
restoring the beautiful and rare 
natural diversity in this 
exceptional part of South 
Australia. 
 
 
 
  

Greenhood Track was the first 
creekline restoration project 
started by the Friends of Scott 
Creek CP. 

Top: Blackberry infested creekline 
prior to restoration, April 1998. 

Centre: Blackberry was slashed 
by contractors and then sprayed 
the following summer. 

Bottom: Greenhood Track today, 
in maintenance stage with all 
Blackberry follow-up undertaken 
by volunteers from the Friends 
group. 
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President’s Report 
 

ALMANDA PROJECT – PROGRESS REPORT – June 2018 
 

The most important aspect of our restoration work is maintaining the follow-up of 
previous primary weed control. That’s one thing we are never short of – areas in the 
Park that require follow-up action during our volunteer bush gardening days, more 
commonly referred to as working bees. With three of these activities scheduled each 
month and 712 hectares of Park divided into 33 working bee areas, which is an 
average of about one activity per 20 hectare area each year, not allowing for 
cancellations for fire ban days and severe hot or wet weather conditions.  
 
This is a huge challenge for our scheduling team of one – Jenny Dawes, our 
Administration Assistant. Jenny spends a lot of time roaming the Park, checking on 
previously worked areas and looking for new outbreaks of priority weeds that need 
attention. While she will confer with other members of the group, in the end she is the 
ones who choses what we work on during these activities, where we work and at what 
time of the year. In an ideal world, we want to ensure none of our priority weeds get 
to reproduce in areas where we have previously treated all mature specimens. It is an 
important advantage knowing when these weeds flower and set seed, and it is a lot 
easier looking for isolated weeds when they are flowering. Of course, it is not as simple 
as that as most of these weeds flower at around the same time of year, springtime. 
 

Jenny colours in a map of the Park with different colours indicating working bees at various 

seasons of the year. 
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Unlike the previous year, 2017-2018 provided Adelaide, and much of the South 
Australia region, with a hot and dry summer and autumn. Temperatures were above 
average and there were several heatwave events during summer, with an extended 
run of consecutive days of 30oC or above in January. The warm temperatures 
continued into autumn, with April being South Australia’s warmest on record. While 
December 2017 was wetter than average, overall rainfall in the Adelaide region was 
below average, with most sites reporting around 60% to 80% of their summer 
average. The extended dry continued into autumn, with rainfall across the state as a 
whole 66% below average. Heavy rainfall in the first two weeks of May saw the season 
finally break in the Mount Lofty Ranges.3 
 
In theory, the long dry summer and autumn should have helped reduce the survival of 
weed seedlings that germinated during spring 2017. However, the wetter than average 
2016-2017 seemed to result in more advanced growth by the time the dry kicked in, so 
that many seedlings were actually more advanced by then and better able to cope. On 
the other hand, the season provided good conditions for weed treatment during this 
period. 

Fund Raising and Publicity 
We entered the fourth year of the Almanda Project with the challenge of continuing to 
attract sufficient funding to maintain the momentum of the first three years. We must 
take advantage of any additional funding opportunities that present themselves, to 
maximise the extent of the Project.  
 
For the first time since the Almanda Project started, there was no Wirrapunga Open 
Garden event held at John Wamsley and Proo Geddes’s property at Aldgate this year. 
This had been our top fund-raiser outside of the crowd-funding used to get the Project 
started in 2014. This meant that more emphasis had to be placed on other fund-raising 
methods. There had been no movement on the tax deductibility of the funds raised at 
the 2016 Wirrapunga Open Garden, so these have still not been received. 
 
The Friends group held its third 
annual Open Day at the Almanda 
Mine area of the Park on Sunday 6th 
May, to showcase the achievements 
of the Almanda Project to date, and 
what a turnout we had! 
 
Thanks to some great publicity, we 
had over 400 people come along and 
enjoy a beautiful autumn day in the 
park. There were articles in Weekend 
Notes, The Courier and The 
Weekender Herald.  
 

                                                           
3
 Source http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statement_archives 

Above: Third annual Almanda Open Day. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/statement_archives.shtml?region=sa&period=season
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There were notices scattered around the district by members of the group, sharing by 
Friends of Parks Inc. amongst our fellow Friends groups, shares amongst our Facebook 
friends, plus we had a large number of families come along after seeing a post on 
WeChat, the Chinese social media app.  
 
Most people who came to the Open Day took advantage of the fine weather to pick up 
a guide from the Friends’ stand and go on the self-guided walk. This year, the 12 page 
guide, prepared and printed by John Wamsley, had 76 entries, matching up with 
labelled plants and other items of interest along the way. Many visitors also stayed on 
for a picnic lunch on the mown area. 

A bird banding net was set up along Mineshaft Track, to give visitors a chance to see 
what this regular Friends’ activity involves. Unfortunately, the birds were not so 
cooperative, perhaps because of the proximity to our large crowd. We did, however, 
manage to catch one beautiful female Scarlet Robin for measuring and banding during 
the day.  
 
Warrawong2U Mobile Sanctuary had the children (and their parents) captivated as they 

were able to get up close and even handle 
a couple of their native animals, including 
a Sleepy Lizard and a python. Meanwhile, 
one of our own local Koalas spent all day 
perched in the 
branches of a 
Manna Gum, just 
above the Friends’ 
gazebo, where she 
very kindly posed 
for photos, though 
looked a bit tired 
by the end of the 
day.  
 

Above left: Many visitors made use of the 

fine autumn weather and stayed for a 

picnic lunch. 

Above right: The self-guided walk was 

popular once again; here visitors walk 

through Almanda Valley. 

Above: Warrawong2U Mobile Sanctuary 

entertained the children and their parents. 
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The small local Scott Creek Primary School 
got there early to set up their own stand, 
and managed to provide the many visitors 
with hot soups, a sausage sizzle, cakes 
and hot and cold drinks throughout the 
day. 
 
Thanks to the 22 FoSCCP volunteers who 
helped out on the day, with a special 
thanks to John for preparing the guide for 
the walk, Steve Davey for the extra work 
brushcutting the walking trail and to both 
of them for placing the labels along it.  
 
In addition to the publicity for the Park 
and the Friends’ Almanda Project, we raised some funds, signed up six new members 
and have two new regulars to our bush gardening days. 
 
There were two other really good opportunities to share aspects of the group’s work 
that presented themselves during the year. The first was at the 2017 State Community 
Landcare Conference, held in the beautiful Clare Valley in September. Kat Hill, our 
Volunteer Support Officer with Natural Resources Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges4 
(NR AMLR), asked whether she could prepare an abstract for a presentation at the 
Conference. This was duly completed under the title: Taking the problem of 

environmental funding to the community – an 
innovative approach.  
 
Following acceptance of the abstract, Kat 
managed to get funding to engage Miriam Yip, of 
Environmental & Science Media, to prepare a 
short nine minute video about the group and its 
Almanda Project. This included interviews and 
voice overs by a number of the Friends at 
Almanda Valley and during a working bee in 
Viminaria Creek. A highlight was capturing some 
footage of the Park from above using a drone. 
The video was to form the core part of the 
presentation, to be followed by a brief question 
and answer session involving Kat, John Wamsley 
and myself. The presentation went very well, 
although there was only time for three questions 
at the end, just enough for us to answer one 
each. The video is now available to view on our 
Friends’ website5. 
 

                                                           
4
 http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/home  

5
 http://www.friendsofscottcreek.org.au/FoSCCP_Finalweb%202.html 

Above: Scott Creek Primary School 

provided refreshments at their stand. 

Above: Miriam Yip filming Peter for 

our Landcare Conference video. 

http://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/home
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The second opportunity for publicity came about after Sophie Morgan, who grew up in 
Scott Creek, contacted us about doing a segment about the Friends group on Network 
Ten’s television series Totally Wild. There was a segment being done at Scott Creek 
Primary School and they wanted to follow that with one about our group. Sophie is 
Production Co-Ordinator for the show, which is aimed at 8-16 year olds, covering 
stories on all sorts of environmental and cultural topics in a fun and informative way.  
 
There was some discussion about the script and how the segment would go leading up 
to the day, and then the presenter, Leela, and the film crew met our volunteers at our 
Tuesday bush gardening activity in June. The first part of the segment covered a bit of 
background on the Park and our Friends group, with a walk along part of the restored 
Almanda Creek, followed by filming and interviews with the group as they took part in 
some bush gardening. The segment hasn’t gone to air yet. We have been assured that 
we will be advised when it does, and have the opportunity to record a copy of the 
video for our members. 

 

Above left: Miriam interviewing John and 

Kat for our Landcare Conference video. 

Above right: Miriam operating her drone 

in Viminaria Creek. 

Above left: The Totally Wild film crew 

with our volunteers in Almanda Creek. 

Above right: Presenter Leela interviewing 

Jenny for the Totally Wild segment. 
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Without the Wirrapunga Open Garden this year, greater reliance was placed on grant 
funding and financial support from the Department for Environment and Water6 (DEW 
– previously the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources) and NR 
AMLR. 
 
We received mixed results with our grant applications, with a successful application for 
a $5,000 Community NRM Action Grants for work on woody weeds in the Blechnum 
Creek and Scott Creek systems, but unfortunately missing out on a DEW on-park 
Volunteer Support Grant for woody weed control in Derwentia Creek, Kangaroo Gully 
and Helipad Hill, and Bridal Creeper control in the Panhandle.  
 
Funds were carried over from a DEW on-park Volunteer Support Grant in 2016/17, for 
work in the Panhandle and Kangaroo Gully. Also, after the requisite 12 month 
moratorium between grant applications, we have once more applied for funding under 
the Adelaide Hills Council Community Development Grants Program7.  
 
Important support was received in 
the form of a Scott Creek 
Conservation Park Plan (SCCP Plan), 
which was approved and funded 
under the NR AMLR Land 
Management Program, but only 
finalised in February 2018. This three 
year Work Plan included $20,000 
funding through Sustainable 
Landscapes, managed by District 
Officer Mark Fagan, and $5,000 
funding through the Volunteer 
Support Program, managed by 
Volunteer Support Officer Kat Hill.  
 
The value of this support cannot be 
understated, as it is spread between nine key sites within the Park. Carrying out the 
plan is subject to the availability of funds in the three financial years for which it has 
been approved. As a result of the change of government at the 2018 state election, it 
is uncertain whether funds will be available for the third year of the Plan, in the 2019-
2020 financial year. 

The Contractors 
The funds available this financial year meant plenty of contractor work had to be 
allocated, but with the SCCP Plan only finalised in February 2018, all of that work had 
to be compacted into four months, including a large amount of Blackberry spraying.  
 
 

                                                           
6
 http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Home  

7
 http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/council/grants-and-tenders/grants  

Above: Part of the Erica forest above North 

Bushrat Creek treated by contractors this year. 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Home
http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/council/grants-and-tenders/grants
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There were a couple of changes to contractors from last year, with our botanist Ben 
McCallum (Florsight) and one of our weed control contractors, Candice Ochsenham 
(Biodiversity Restorations), taking up new positions. This resulted in Trees For Life 
Works (TFL Works), managed by Matt Endacott, taking on much of the extra weed 
control work. At this point we have not tried to find an alternative botanist to do our 
BushRAT monitoring, and are happy to allow several years to pass between re-
monitoring sites so that results of weed control work and regeneration of native 
vegetation can be better determined. 
 
Other than the above changes, the majority of the work was carried out by the same 
contractors that were engaged last year, undertaking work in the same areas, doing 
follow-up and then extending the areas of weed control.  
 
In addition to Matt Endacott, this year we would like to once again thank contractor 
principals Kieran Brewer (South Australian Indigenous Flora), Tony Patterson (Better 
Bushland), Russell Troon (Environmental Contracting Services) and Danny Rohrlach 
(Minimal Disturbance Bushcare), together with all their staff, for the significant 
contributions they have made to work undertaken in the park.  

Our Volunteers 
From previous Almanda Reports, people may be aware that our Friends group has 
quite a small number of active volunteers, working both behind the scenes and on-
ground to keep the group and all its activities running smoothly. When we look at the 
number of volunteers who are involved in the on-ground weed control, it is quite 
astonishing how much is achieved.  

 

Above: Morning tea at our Panhandle working bee in May. 
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We have the three regular Bush Gardening Days (working bees) scheduled in the Park 
each month, taking place on the first Tuesday, second Sunday and fourth Saturday. We 
may have four or five volunteers turn up to these days, or we may get ten, but more 
often it is a number in the middle.  
 
A couple of our older members are less able to contribute to these days than they have 
over the past two decades or more, and it becomes critical to our sustainability as a 
group to recruit the occasional new member to our “Hands-on” team. In this regard, 
we are thrilled to have two new members this year, adding to the three gained in the 
couple of years before that.  
 
Once again there are those who also travel into the Park, either singly or in small 
groups, to do work that is crucial to helping us achieve the ambitious targets we set 
our group, maintaining this 712 hectare Park.  
 

As mentioned earlier, Jenny Dawes spends a significant amount of time roaming the 
Park, looking for outlier weeds or larger patches that will need to be added to the 
program for a regular working bee, while tackling smaller patches as she goes.  
 
The Almanda Creek team now meet on most Wednesdays to work in this showcase site 
for the Almanda Project under the guidance of John Wamsley. They have continued 
their good work over the past twelve months, restoring the creekline to its former 
splendour and extending the restoration to the Park boundary with SA Water land, 
along Dorset Vale Road.  
 
In addition to their work on Freesia at gate 3, Barb Howe and Jane Juttner have 
recently taken on Broom follow-up near old gate 10. Glenn Giles has continued his 
Blackberry control in Fox Bog this year, as well as doing some more work in the upper 
parts of Mackereth Creek, where he expanded the Blackberry control he was doing as a 
contractor.  
 
Other than Glenn, I am the only member of the group currently able to do knapsack 
spraying, so I spread my efforts around the Park, doing what follow-up I can manage. 

Above left: A little bush gardening at the 

Derwentia in Bushrat Creek in April. 

Above right: Morning tea during our 

Bushrat Creek working bee in April. 
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There are the occasional requests for help, 
like with Soursob spraying at Almanda 
Creek and several patches of Stinkweed 
on tracks in the Park. For the second 
consecutive year, I sprayed Bridal Creeper 
along the east side of Almanda Valley, and 
it was pleasing to see there was noticeably 
less this year.  
 
Much of my time, however, was spent on 
follow-up Blackberry treatment in several 
areas of the Park, including Viminaria 
Creek and along Gurr Road, Kangaroo 
Gully near our bird banding site, 
Greenhood and Derwentia Creeks, 
Mineshaft Track, the Crossroads, Fox Bog 
and Currawong Gully. Most of these areas 
have been treated in the past, either recently by me or earlier by Tom Hands and John 
Butler. These are the most important areas in which to do this work, to ensure 
previous efforts are not wasted or undone by overlooking the need for follow-up. In 
the rich, moist soils of many of our creeklines, Blackberry can re-grow very rapidly.  
 

Once more, the in-kind value of our 
volunteer work ensures we meet the 
requirements of grant funding applications. 
This financial year, according to our report 
to DEW, the Friends have contributed a 
total of 2,918 volunteer hours, including 
1,200 hours of on-ground restoration 
work. Currently, DEW value these hours at 
$40.35 per hour, which means our group 
contributed a whopping $117,741 in total 
and $48,420 specifically to on-ground 
restoration work. 

Above: Bridal Creeper was sprayed in 

Almanda Valley for the second consecutive 

year, following up and expanding the area 

previously covered. 

Above left: Blackberry sprayed next to 

Blechnum Creek in December. 

Above: The same scene six weeks later. 

Below: The treated Blackberry. 
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Prescribed Burning 
Following the significant prescribed burn 
that DEW undertook in Bushrat Creek in 
November 2016, this area has had 
considerable follow-up weed management 
by the DEW Fire Management Unit (DEW 
FMU). The management of fire responsive 
weeds, in particular Blackberry, Boneseed, 
both English and Montpellier Broom, and 
Erica, falls directly to this Unit, and they 
include regular visits to the area to patrol 
for and manage any of the regrowth of 
these weeds.  
 
On 6th December 2017, a prescribed burn 
was conducted in the Panhandle east area 
of the Park, along Frith Road. This burn 
had been delayed several times, firstly due 
to wet weather in spring 2016, then due 
to unseasonal conditions that resulted in 
local vineyards delaying their grape 
harvest in autumn 2017, with concern that 
any prescribed burns in the Adelaide Hills 
would affect this important local industry. 
After several false starts in spring 2017, 
the burn eventually took place, but did not 
achieve its objectives due to a lack of fuel 
to ensure sufficient fire intensity. Thanks 
to DEW FMU member Tim Fulbohm, who 
sprayed much of the Blackberry within the 
prescribed burn area prior to it taking 
place. Hopefully this will reduce the 
follow-up required in future years.  
 
 
Peter Watton 
President 
Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park 
 
 
 

  

Above: The prescribed burn in Panhandle 

east was delayed several times before 

taking place in December 2017. 

Above: Tall Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum 

elatum) came up in large numbers after 

the Bushrat Creek prescribed burn in 2017. 
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The Almanda Project 2017-2018 
REPORT ON PROGRESS BY CREEK SYSTEM 

 
For the past couple of years, the Almanda Project has formally incorporated all 
restoration work within Scott Creek Conservation Park, as this greatly simplifies 
planning and management of the Project. This also recognises that all work within the 
Park impacts on the original objectives, to restore the eight headwater creek systems 
and threats to flora and fauna species within them. 
 

 
During the reporting period, contractors undertook work in eight creek systems within 
the Park, while volunteers again spread their follow-up weed management throughout 
all major parts of the Park, and all ten creek 
systems. All contractor work started with 
follow-up of previous work and then expansion 
of those areas.  
 
As mentioned earlier in the Report, no new 
BushRAT monitoring was completed this year, 
after our botanist, Ben McCallum, started a new 
job late in the previous reporting period. At this 
stage there is no urgency to re-monitor 
previous BushRAT monitoring sites, but this will 
need to be addressed at some point in the 
future. 

Map of Scott Creek Conservation Park showing the major creek systems 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Above: Necklace Fern (Asplenium 

flabellifolium). 
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Almanda Swamp and Creek System 
This spring-fed system has two tributaries at 
its northern end. Blackberry and woody weed 
infestations, particularly Erica, have been 
treated previously in these areas, and are now 
managed by volunteer working bees. 
 
The main valley is a broad expanse of riparian 
vegetation, dominated by a variety of rushes 
and sedges in the northern half, with Common 
Reed (Phragmites australis) and Silky Tea-tree 
(Leptospermum lanigerum) towards the south, 
where Almanda Creek passes under Dorset 
Vale Road. Since Blackberry was last treated 
in this area two years ago, there had been 
substantial regrowth, so South Australian 

Indigenous Flora was contracted to slash access tracks through the Common Reed and 
to spray it. This was funded under the NR AMLR Volunteer Support Program. 
 
There is also much pasture grass and Cape Tulip growing around the outside of the 
valley. The pasture grass seems to provide excellent foraging opportunities for the 
nationally endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus ssp. obesulus), 
with regular sightings and evidence of digging seen. The Cape Tulip was the target of 
several management trials over the last three years. Most of these were fairly small 
scale and don’t appear to have been effective, although two areas at the northern end 
of the valley, worked in by a Friends volunteer, showed noticeable reduction of Cape 
Tulip density.  
 
Downstream, where Almanda Creek 
crosses to the eastern side of the road, 
regular almost weekly working bees held 
by a small group of the Friends has seen 
significant regeneration of native riparian 
species. In this area, the dense Blackberry 
in the creekline itself is being removed by 
hand, with regular follow-up removal of 
Blackberry regrowth and herbaceous 
weeds like Water Cress and Trefoil in the 
creek itself, and various thistles, broadleaf 

weeds and exotic grasses on either side. 
Follow-up of seedling regrowth from 
previous Montpellier Broom infestations is 
also a regular activity.  
 

Above: In Almanda Creek, the Wednesday 

group cut back the Blackberry in the first 

step to rehabilitating the creekline. At this 

stage there is very little else growing there. 
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The access track used for the volunteers’ weed control doubles as part of the self-
guided walking trail used on the Friends’ annual Almanda Open Day, to help showcase 
the Almanda Project. Work in this area has reached the edge of the Park, where 
Almanda Creek passes into SA Water land before it meets Scott Creek at Matthews 
Road and passes back under the road to the western side. This section of SA Water 
land, which also contains the ruins of Mackereth Cottage on Matthews Road, is the 
subject of a proposal to be transferred to DEW and added to Scott Creek Conservation 
Park. 

There were other volunteer activities spent on Boneseed and other woody weeds on 
the hillsides above Almanda Creek. There was one on either side of Mineshaft Track, 
plus both English Broom and Montpellier Broom were removed around Stockyard Track, 
though further work will be required in this area. Additional spraying of Blackberry 
along Mineshaft Track, and Soursob between the Dorset Vale Road and Almanda 
Creek, ensured most parts of this area received follow-up weed control during the year. 
 
At this stage the results of the Cape Tulip trials done in 2015 and 2016 in the northern 
parts of Almanda Valley will wait for another report, and will also include the trials done 
last year. 

  

Above left: The Wednesday group cut 

back the Blackberry in Almanda Creek in 

August 2017. 

Above left: The same are in Almanda 

Creek in January 2018. 

Above: A young Bearded Dragon. 

Right: Tall Daisy (Brachyscome diversifolia). 
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Blackwater and Fern Gully System 

No funding was allocated to 
contractor work in the 
Blackwater and Fern Gully 
System this year, after having 
Blackberry sprayed along much 
of its length the previous two 
years. Blackberry was, 
however, still sprayed by 
volunteers, including a 
sprawling patch at the top end 
of Currawong Gully, and a very 
large infestation near where 
Fern Gully crosses Bandicoot 
Track, just below what the 
group calls the Crossroads. 

While this was a large patch in a degraded area, it provided a seed source for the 
many more intact areas nearby. There was no evidence that it was being used by 
Bandicoots, although its presence certainly attracted plenty of bird activity. Other good 
quality habitat will ensure plenty of resources remain for our feathered friends. Next 
season, a follow-up patrol for Blackberry along both Blackwater Creek and Fern Gully 
should be scheduled. 

The Friends also conducted several working bee activities in this system, with one 
along the south side of Gracilis Creek, one covering both sides of Currawong Ridge 
Track down to and across Fern Gully, one along the north side of Brown Frog Gully and 
another between Blackwater Dam and Cup Gum Track. During these working bees, a 
Blackberry infestation was found along Gracilis Creek, surrounded by good quality 
native vegetation, and extensive large Boneseed was found along the edges of the 
eastern half of Brown Frog Gully. Large Boneseed and Erica were also found previously 
in the western half of this gully. These areas will have further work scheduled in the 
coming year, to consolidate our work to date and then extend into the weedier parts. 
The areas further up from the gullies and across the hillsides remain free of large 
woody weeds, thanks to regular follow-up by the Friends group. 

Above left: Patrolling Gracilis Creek for 

Boneseed at a working bee in October. 

Above right: Blackberry sprayed at the 

top of Currawong Gully in February. 
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Bushrat Creek System 
DEW conducted a prescribed burn 
in the Bushrat Creek System in late 
November 2016 (see more details 
about this in the Almanda Report 
2017). As part of the prescribed 
burn process, DEW prepared a Fire 
Management Plan and committed 
resources to help manage fire 
responsive weed growth in the 
burn area for three to four years. 
The Seasonal Fire Crew planned to 
contribute approximately 700 hours 
of weed control in this area during 

the financial year. Guided by the Fire Management Plan, the work focussed on treating 
Blackberry, Boneseed, Erica and Montpellier Broom. 

 

Above left: Blackwater Creek. Above right: Fungi in Brown Frog Gully. 

Above left: Blackberry sprayed in the 

centre of Bushrat Creek by contractors. 

Above right: Montpellier Broom regrowth 

sprayed by contractors near the junction of 

Bushrat and North Bushrat Creeks. 
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Once again a relatively small amount of funding was used to engage a contractor to 
work on Blackberry and Montpellier Broom and other woody weeds along Bushrat 
Creek and some side tributaries, mostly in the parts that were missed by the prescribed 
burn and were consequently not a focus of the DEW Seasonal Fire Crew.  
 
This year there were a number of volunteer activities scheduled for the Bushrat Creek 
System. There were two working bees on the gate 7 Erica patch, a Boneseed patrol 
along the east and south edges of the prescribed burn area, and a patrol for small 
Blackberry regrowth, Boneseed, Erica, Fleabane, Montpellier Broom and South African 
Daisy from the eastern end of Bushrat Creek. This patrol reached down past the Mount 
Lofty Speedwell patch, and was then followed by a walk to the North Bushrat Creek 
intersection and back up along the northern ridge to the track. 

Cave Creek System 
The second year of 
contractor work in Cave 
Creek was funded by NR 
AMLR Sustainable 
Landscapes. Once again, 
Minimal Disturbance 
Bushcare undertook the 
work, with follow-up 
spraying of Blackberry 
along the upper tributaries 
and then treating it across 
the slopes amongst the 
Bracken and other native 

understorey, consolidating the main infestation in the bottom of the gully where the 
creeklines converge. This is a substantial patch of Blackberry and, with uncertainty 
surrounding on-going funding, may be best simply contained at this point in time, with 
more work done treating outlier Blackberry downstream. A detailed survey of the 
native vegetation within the creekline would also be beneficial. 

Above left: A part of the gate 7 Erica 

patch before a Friends group working bee. 

Above right: The same patch of Erica 

after the working bee in September. 
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During the year, volunteers worked on a patch of Boneseed below a roadside dumping 
location on Mount Bold Road. There was a substantial quantity of hard rubbish that had 
been dumped here over a number of years, including marijuana cultivation supplies, 
plastic containers, a hot water service, building refuse, including asbestos, and other 
miscellaneous rubbish. We offer a big thank you to Adelaide Hills Council, which 
removed this rubbish and installed a locked chain-link fence to reduce access to this 
dumping area. Other work by volunteers focussed on Boneseed growing along the 
upper slopes at the eastern end of Cave Creek.  

Derwentia Creek System 
Work in the Derwentia Creek System continues 
to be undertaken entirely by volunteers from 
the Friends group. This year there was only 
one scheduled working bee in the area, where 
the main target was a known patch of Erica 
but, once that was dispatched, a patrol 
continued and resulted in a number of isolated 
small patches of Blackberry regrowth and 
scattered Boneseed, Dog Rose and Olive being 
treated.  
 
Independent visits to this area by one of the 
volunteers saw some isolated Boneseed and 
two small to medium patches of Montpellier 
Broom treated along its western side. In 
addition, Bridal Creeper was sprayed along the 

north-western corner, with follow-up spraying of Blackberry conducted along 
Greenhood Creek, Cherry Creek and Derwentia Creek over two sessions. Due to regular 
follow-up like this, these creeklines remain in excellent condition.  

Above left: Blackberry in a Cave Creek 

tributary, rambling through the native 

understorey. 

Above right: Blackberry in the same area 

following treatment by contractors during 

March. 



Almanda Report 2018 

22 
 

Fox Bog and Mackereth Creek  
Once more, there was 
strong regrowth of 
Blackberry through much 
of the area of Mackereth 
Creek even though the 
creekline had been sprayed 
the previous two years, 
and despite results looking 
quite promising earlier on. 
This year NR AMLR again 
provided funding through 
Sustainable Landscapes to 
Minimal Disturbance Bush-

care to follow-up Blackberry control in the weedy area from Chimney Gully to Flax 
Gully. The results of this spraying looked encouraging during the dormancy period for 
the Blackberry this winter, but time will tell as it gets back into its active growth stage 
towards summer. 

Above left: Montpellier Broom patch near 

Thorley Road. 

Below left: A working bee was also spent 

removing Erica near Greenhood Track in 

November. 

Above right: The same patch after 

removal by volunteers in September. 

Below right: Bridal Creeper was sprayed 

though the north western part of the area 

in August. 
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Blackberry in Fox Bog also received some attention from contractors this year, with 
South Australian Indigenous Flora engaged to do follow-up spraying amongst dense 
Bracken in the bottom of the Bog.  

This creek system also received quite a lot of additional Blackberry spraying by 
volunteers this year. There were several sessions by two volunteers working on the 
creeklines that feed into Fox Bog, together with the areas between the Bog and Mount 
Bold Ridge Track. More Blackberry spraying was conducted by volunteers in Mackereth 
Creek, at the western end between Neville Road and Twisted Chimney, and at the 
eastern end where the contractor work finished up this year near Flax Creek. It is 
impossible to understate the importance of this Blackberry follow-up by volunteers, 
without which either the Blackberry would quickly re-infest these creeklines, or funding 
would need to been found, or reallocated, so that contractors could do the work. 
 

There were several other scheduled volunteer activities in this part of the Park.  
Boneseed and Erica were tackled north of Twisted Chimney Track and between 
Chimney Gully and Pump Creek. A variety of woody weeds were treated at the eastern 
end of the creek system, north above Fox Bog. Boneseed, Pink Erica and Olive were 
treated on the south side of Fox Bog during a separate activity.  

Above left: Photopoint photo taken 30th 

April 2017 in Mackereth Creek. 

Above right: Photopoint photo taken 21st 

February 2018 in Mackereth Creek. 

Above left: Fox Bog, looking towards the 

rocky outcrop. 

Above right: Erica being removed by the 

Friends at a working bee in February. 
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A spray trial was completed on an isolated 
patch of Periwinkle in a degraded area 
next to Mount Bold Ridge Track, to help 
find a suitable treatment for other patches 
within more intact areas of native 
vegetation in the Park. Results will be 
monitored in October 2018, after a full 
twelve months has lapsed since the trial.   

Panhandle Creek System 

The work being done by contractors 
in the Panhandle Creek System has 
been funded by NR AMLR Volunteer 
Support Program over a number of 
years. Once again, Better Bushland 
was engaged to continue follow-up 
treatment and work along existing 
weed fronts on Erica and Sollya in 
the north-western corner of the Park, 
and follow-up spot spraying of 
Montpellier Broom brushcut last year 
and outlier Blackberry. NR AMLR 

Sustainable Landscapes also funded Bridal Creeper control by Better Bushland, in a 30-
50m band along the west side of the gate 20 track and then west to Panhandle Creek, 
through the flatter area adjacent to the northern fenceline. 

This year there have been two volunteer activities in the Panhandle, one working on 
regrowth and outlier Erica and Sollya in the north-western corner, all the way up to the 
fenceline at the Mushroom Houses, so named because of their appearance and nothing 
to do with any produce. The other activity removed Montpellier Broom seedlings and 
regrowth along the northern edge of the area west of the gate 20 track. 

Above left: Work by contractors on the 

large Erica infestation in the Panhandle. 

Above right: Large Sollya infestation just 

outside the Park at the Mushroom Houses. 

Left: Sleepy Lizard feeding on fungi. 
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Viminaria Creek System 
The Blackberry in Viminaria 
Creek System still didn’t 
need a follow-up patrol by a 
contractor, so all work in this 
area was managed by 
volunteers this year. It will, 
however, be necessary to 
keep an eye on the 
Blackberry in the creeklines, 
to ensure that it is not 
permitted to get away. 

 
There were three scheduled activities working on a mixture of woody weeds, including 
Blackberry, Boneseed, English Broom, Erica, Fleabane and Kunzea, plus some small 
patches of Watsonia. These activities were spread through the upper parts of Viminaria 
Creek, either side of the gate 5 entrance to Bronzewing Track, and the area around 
gate 6. Volunteers also worked independently on a few outlier Erica in The Plantation 
near gate 7, and spraying Blackberry where Viminaria Creek leaves the Park and 
passes under Gurr Road. 

Above left: The Friends held a working 

bee on Erica and Sollya in the top section 

of the Panhandle in January. 

Above right: In May a large area of open 

grassy woodland was patrolled, with the 

main weed regrowth Montpellier Broom. 

Left to right: Spotted Sun-orchid, Salmon Sun-orchid and Lemon Sun-orchid. 
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Number 1 Block 
This year, Blackberry in the southern creekline of Number 
1 Block received follow-up spraying by TFL Works using 
knap-sack sprayers, to ensure that they could get good 
access to any regrowth they found amongst the 
regenerating Common Reed. Erica was worked on both 
sides of the southern creekline, firstly to follow-up on 
previous work on the southern embankment, and then 
expanding the area worked on the northern embankment.  
 
The Blackberry was again sprayed in the more heavily 
infested northern creekline by Environmental Contracting 
Services using long-lines. There are a number of large 
deciduous trees growing in the creekline as well, but these 
cannot be accessed until the Blackberry has been reduced. 

Tracks needed to be cut through the Blackberry to gain access to some parts of this 
creekline. A mid-year inspection revealed good control of the Blackberry, but a large 
amount of growth of South African Daisy. This is a known weedy coloniser of disturbed 
areas, which often tends to die back once the native vegetation re-establishes. 

 
The contractor work in Number 1 Block added to other work 
done on private landholder properties next door, and was 
funded by NR AMLR Sustainable Landscapes. 
 
No scheduled activities by volunteers took place in Number 1 
Block this year, but there is one due in July 2018. This will be 
used to follow-up last year’s work in the section adjacent to 
Nicholls Road, and extend work done on the large patch of 
woody weeds in the north-eastern corner.  

  

Above left: The southern creekline shown 

in August 2016, following treatment of 

Blackberry by contractors earlier that year. 

Above right: In February this year, the 

regeneration of the native Common Reed 

is evident, but follow-up Blackberry control 

by contractors was still needed. Below: Grey 

Shrike-thrush. 
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Scott Creek System  

This year, Scott Creek had much of the 
Blackberry growing within it sprayed by 
TFL Works. This was challenging work, as 
it variously grew amongst dense Bracken 
and Common Reed, and along the edges 
of the water course itself. Some of the 
creekline retains water throughout the 
year, even during late summer when 
much of the Blackberry control takes 
place, so the contractor used a kayak and 
waders to access these parts. In addition, 
work was done on some of the larger 
deciduous trees, including willows and 
fruit trees, which had grown back along 
the banks of the creekline. To make this 
work more efficient, the contractor used 
basal bark treatment, spraying where the 
weeds grew away from the water’s edge, 

but using a paint brush closer to it. If this produces good results on the feral trees 
here, we may use the same technique on the same species where they grow in 
creeklines elsewhere in the Park. This work was funded by NR AMLR Sustainable 
Landscapes. 

 
A Friends’ bush gardening activity was scheduled to work on various woody weeds in 
Scott Creek during the year, working southwards from the northern end. The main 
weeds found were Boneseed, Montpellier Broom, some small Olive and scrambling 
Blackberry further up the hill from the creekline. Several small Dog Rose were 
dispatched, before it was decided that the larger ones should be left for the contractor 
to treat with the basal bark spraying technique. 
 

Above left: Willows and other deciduous 

trees have been treated using the basal 

bark method in Scott Creek. 

Above right: Sollya being treated north of 

Ash Gully on Helipad Hill during a Friends 

working bee. 
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Unfortunately, the group was unsuccessful in a grant application to get further 
contractor work done across Scott Creek Road in Kangaroo Gully, so this year all work 
undertaken in this part of the Park had to be done by volunteers. There were several 
working bees, with two spent searching for and treating Sollya north of Ash Gully, one 
on Blackberry, Boneseed, Erica and Sallow Wattle west of Currawong Ridge Track, and 
a fourth working on the same woody weeds around Helipad Hill. To top this work off, 
follow-up spraying of Blackberry was again done by a volunteer towards the end of the 
track into Kangaroo Gully, at the entrance to the turn-around area where bird banding 
is carried out. Expanding on the work done in this area will be slow and steady, given 
that volunteers are needed to do the follow-up Blackberry spraying throughout many of 
the creeklines in the Park. 

Contractor work also continued in Blechnum Creek, where Blackberry was treated 
throughout the area, and Montpellier Broom and other woody weeds were removed, 
starting from the western side. Of particular note, there were thousands of Broom 
seedlings that have germinated where previous parent plants had been removed. It will 
be critical that these areas receive follow-up so that the seedlings do not reach 
maturity, and the flowering and seeding process starts again. 
 
 
 

  

Above left: Blackberry in Blechnum Creek 

treated by contractors this year. 

Above right: Montpellier Broom seedlings 

have germinated following removal of 

parent plants last year. 
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Financials 
 

Funds available at 1st July 20171,2  $18,991.00 

 
 

 
Income:  

 
Donations & Almanda Report sales2 $197.25  
DEW & NRM grant funding (held by FoP Inc) $5,500.00  
NRM other funding (held by NRM) $27,720.00  
Total Income  $33,417.25 

 
 

 
Expenditure:  

 
Contractors (paid from FoSCCP account) $1,100.00  
Contractors (paid by FoP Inc) $11,000.00  

Contractors (paid by NRM) $27,720.00  

Total Expenditure  $39,820.00 

 
 

 

Funds available at 30th June 2018  $12,588.25 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Volunteer Hours3  1,303 

 
 

 

Notes:  
1. Includes $5,500 grant funding held on account by Friends of Parks Inc.  
2. Excludes donation from Wirrapunga Open Garden September 2016 awaiting tax deductibility 
ruling from Australian Taxation Office. 
3. Includes only on-ground and event volunteer hours, no administration, planning or reporting 
4. All figures GST inclusive where applicable. 
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List of Contributors 
 

 
Adelaide Hills Council 
Bob Bates  
Lorraine Billett 
Sue Braddock Smith 
Kieran Brewer 
John Butler 
Rosemary Butler 
Peter Charles 
Cherry Gardens CFS 
Barb Copus 
Lara Copus 
Steve Davey 
Jenny Dawes 
DEW 
Anna Dutkiewicz 
Matt Endacott 
Mark Fagan 
Chris Fitch 
Dave Fitch 
Proo Geddes 

Glenn Giles 
Petra Hanke 
Kat Hill 
Barb Howes 
Tim Jury 
Jane Juttner 
Malcolm Kirkham 
Kim Lau 
Jill McPherson 
Richard Nesbit  
NR AMLR 
City of Onkaparinga 
Candice Ochsenham  
Jasmin Packer 
Ori Packer 
Tony Patterson 
Donella Peters 
Les Peters 
Jen Pitman 
Ian Preston 

Isobel Redmond 
Don Reid 
Donna Reid 
Danny Rohrlach 
Chris Scholz 
Scott Creek Primary  

School 
Paul Sgargetta 
Joyce Short 
Jim Spiker 
Chris Thomson 
Russell Troon  
John Wamsley 
Warrawong Wildlife 

Sanctuary 
Kathy Watton 
Peter Watton 
Rick Williams 

 

…and the many others who have joined in our efforts but whose names may have 

been overlooked in the above list. 

 

 

 

 

 


